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Comprehensive preview to the 21st RAC Rally 
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Rally drivers nationally and internationally rely on 
Armstrong suspension equipment. 

Time and time again the outstanding reliability of 
Armstrong products has been proved in rallying and in all 
forms of motor sport. The experience and knowledge gained 
we have built into the worlds most complete range of shock 
absorbers, struts and suspension units. 

If you are going rallying — rely on Armstrong products. 
They're available at your Armstrong stockists now. 


Armstrong Patents Co., Limited, 
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Rallying at its best 


At a time of general gloom with the persistent threat of 
petrol rationing and the declared state of emergency over 
electricity and coal supplies, motor sport enthusiasts should 
take heart that the 2ist International RAC Rally of Great 
Britain seems certain to happen. Although that couldn't be 
guaranteed by the RAC when we went to press, the govern- 
ing body have been in close touch with the Government 
over the issue and the subsequent trimming of the route 
seemed to be an adequate precaution 


This year's RAC must be considered potentially the best 
yet, the entry of 241 cars is huge and the quality is excep- 
tional with the first 100 competitors all considered “ fast 
boys” rather than drive-to-the-finish privateers. The route is 
also reflecting the identity of the rally. No longer is our 
premier rally just a join-the-dots exercise to take in all the 
forests available. York is a wonderfully friendly and accom- 
modating city for the rally’s base and it is also very well 
positioned with regard to the forest areas of our country. 
A new identity has appeared too with the nature of the 
stages—now a selection of fast and tight tarmac with unique 
stages such as the sewage works of Esholt but still with the 
best of the early rallies, the very tough forestry stages. 


Best of all perhaps this year is our refreshed attitude to 
the rally as a British crew finally managed to win last year. 
We must not become nonchalant though, for behind the all- 
conquering Roger Clark/Jim Porter Escort there are seven 
Swedes, four Finns, two Frenchmen and one German—just 
in the first 15. Roger Clark's win last year also helped 
to stir-up the newspapers to the fact that the second most 
international sporting event next to the Commonwealth 
Games was happening here and that more people were 
going out to watch than any football or horseracing meeting 
ever attracts. It is disconcerting to remember that the rally 
has been sponsored by leading newspapers for many years 
now. The RAC Rally-is incredibly under-sold and missed 
opportunities have been countless. We will begin to feel 
@ little happier when the Daily Mirror can accord the rally 
h at least one page per day of the event. Will it be this 
year ? 

Let us just hope that it still takes place and that the 
powers-that-be have taken heed of the RAC press state- 
ment. The rally is an international event carrying 
worldwide prestige and to cancel it unless absolutely 
necessary would involve car and accessory manufacturers, 
sponsors and entrants, owners of land used for special stages, 
hotels and airlines, and many others, in losses amounting to 
hundreds of thousands of pounds.” 


our cover picture 


the rallying fever of forest stages, our front cover depicts one 
leading Group 1 contenders Colin Malkin/Brian Coyle in thelr 
Chrysler Avenger on this year’s Scottish. 
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edited by lan Phillips 


RAC decide on 
G1 regulations 


‘At the beginning of this week 
the RAC Motorsport Division an- 
nounced ¢he final regulations for 
next year's Castrol-backed Group 
1 Championship, and as expected 
there are certain allowed modi: 
fications being permitted and a 
stricter control ‘on cheating, 

Eligible cars are those homol 
gated by the FIA in Group 1 
With four capacity classes: over 
4000 cc, 2501 to 4000 cc, 1601 
to 4000’ cc and up to 1600 cc. 
Points will be scored on a 9-6-4- 
3-2-1 basis In each class at each 
round and when there are less 
than six entries in a class, that 
class will not. be run, Where 
there are six or more entries in 
a class, but there are less than 
Six starters, no points will be 
awarded. ‘There is a manu 
facturers’ championship as well 
as 8. drivers’ series and manu- 
facturers’ points will be awarded 
relative to the highest placed 
competitor in a model of car 
(points cannot be accumulated by 
two. or more cars of a similar 
model). The best eight results 
count 

‘All races will be between 80 
kilometres and 120 — kilometres 
and if a race exceeds 1 hour 
duration, the championship scor- 
ing. system both forthe 
manufacturers and drivers will be 
multiplied by a factor of two. 
All entrants wishing to compete 
in the series have to register 
With the RAC at @ cost of €5 and 
the entry fee for each event wil 
be £15, and there's a practice 
qualification limit of 110 per cent 
the average time in the class, 
With regards to. scrutineering. 
immediately after each race the 
winning car in each class and 
certain other selected cars will 
be checked for ground clearance 
and weight. In addition a number 
of cars will be sealed at circuits 
for subsequent examination and 
should” any irregularities be 


found, all points gained by the 
car will be forfeited. Should the 
Sealing found. to be tampered 
with, the car will not be exam: 
ined’ but all the points will be 
forfelted and the car, entrant and 
driver will be excluded from the 
championship for the rest of the 
year. 


As previously mentioned there 
are strong safety measures be- 
ing implemented regarding rol 
cage, seat belts, locking devices, 
bulkheads, fuel tanks, carpets, 
seats, etc, and the RAC have 
also clarified certain points re 
garding modifications.” For in 


Stance, mechanical parts on the 
engine may be machined or hand 
finshed within the limits and 
tolerances specified by the FIA 


to the exclusion of any additional 
material; the oll pick-up may be 
modified to prevent oil surge and 
the fitting of an oll cooler is 
permitted: limited slip diffs are 
Permitted; springs are free but 
must fe original mountings and 
Supports without ‘any modifica 
tions whatsoever and must be of 


the same type; there are no 
tolerances on weight; the car sup- 
plied with all its petrol, ete, 


must be able to drive over a mass 
of 90 cm x 90 cm and 10 cm 
hhigh placed on the tongitudinal 
axis of the car; wheels must be 
those approved by the manu: 
facturers of the car concerned 
and be of the same dimensions 
a5 stated on the Form of Recog 
nition, and tyres are free subject 
to (a) tread width must not_ex 
ceed wheel J section plus 1.5 in 
and (b) inflated width must not 
exceed wheel J section plus 3in. 


Another Interesting point is 
that where protests are lodged 
in accordance with the RAC 


GCRs on eligibility, costs may be 
awarded by the stewards against 
the protestant whose protest is 
not upheld. 


Grovewood happy 


‘One can expect some improve- 
ment schemes at certain Motor 
Circuit Development circuits 
before the 1974 season. Parent 
company Grovewood Securities 
fare very happy with the racing 
side of the business after its 
best ever year, helped by better 
weather and the introduction of 
other entertainments. MCD's 
managing director John Webb 
hopes to announce certain im- 
provements before the end of this 
year in addition eo an improved 
Face programme at major meet- 
ings. He has already received a 
good number of Formula 1 entries 
for next March's Race of Cham- 
pions at Brands and next year's 
Brands season also includes the 
British Grand Prix and the return 
of the World Sports car cham- 
pionship round. 
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Ensign’s F1s 


Rikki von Opel has signed a two: 
year contract with Ensign to 
Grive the Formula 1 car and the 
team will leave for South Africa 
later this month to start a long 
test. programme. 

‘Next year the team will have a 
total of three cars available but 
they will only be taking two 
cars to South Africa. The first of 
the new cars, which “will be 
known as N/174, will be lighter 
by about 50 Ib than the current 
N/73. Morris. Nunn the team 
manager said different suspension 
geometry has been designed for 
the new car and if found satis 
factory. the modifications would 
be applied to the existing car. 
The team will once again st 
the season without any major 
sponsorship but Nunn says “We 
are always open to serious dis- 


Graham Hill was out 


Snetterton last week. As can. be 


flat top trend with a deep cockpit surround and wedi 


The F1 Lola T370 


testing the 


rototype 
‘seen the 


Lola 
‘chassis 


7370 Fl again at 
follows the current 
nose. Hill will 


Elf plan big 
F2 attack 


At a press conference in France 


fast week given by Elf and their 
top driver’ Patrick Depailler it 
was ‘confirmed that the new 
Tyrrell number 2 driver would 
be driving a works F2 March next 
year with the blessing of Ken 
Tyrrell. Depailler will not be 


Griving sports car however with 
the possible exception of Le Mans 
with Matra 


Depailler also took the oppor- 
tunity to thank Elf for keeping 
faith with him after his leg 
breaking accident: “I thank my 
employers who have had confi- 
ence in me all the same despite 
this stupid accident.” He said that 
he had set December 15 as the 
date for his first drive since the 
‘accident 

Francois Guiter of EIf said that 
there were plans to have four 
Eif 2s available for F2 next sea- 


son and the drivers would be 
Jean-Pierre Jabouille, Michel 
Leclere, Alain Serpaggi, and 


Formula France graduate Patrick 
Tambay. Guiter said that the 
intention was not to compete in 
ail the championship rounds but 
“Ave. or six with priority to 
French races.” 


Beltoise 
with BRM 


Jean-Pierre Beltoise signed for 
BRM for a third year at the end 
of last week after a test session 
at Sliverstone where he was able 
to try a modified engine. J-PB was 
suitably impressed with the im 
provement of the V12 that he 
Dgreed to put pen to paper. The 
times at Silverstone were not sig- 
nificant because of cold weather. 

‘Also present at the same ses: 
sion was Arturo. Merzario who 
was trying the car for the first 
time before considering a con- 
tract for next season, The Italian 
was nowhere near as quick as 
Beltoise and after a short talk 
with Louis Stanley left the circult 
rapidly saying he wanted a few 
Gays to think it over as he also 
had offers from Shadow and Iso. 
Next season BRM will have 
brand new car, the P201, to re- 
place the PIGO which has been 
sed for the past two seasons. 
‘The new car however is unlikely 
to. appear before the South 


African GP. European rumours 
Suggest that the team will be 
Sponsored by Black and White 
‘and. when told of this 
said he could not_sign. 
T have a contract with Philip 


Morris, which forbids me to drive 
cars sponsored by other makes of 
cigarettes or alcohol.” 
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‘The Trojan T102 is completely 
new from end to end. It is the 
first Formula 5000 car designed 
by Ron Tauranac, though it shows 
some continuity with his previous 
Formula 1 machines, 

‘The tub is a light alloy mono- 
coque with an 18 gauge. inner 
skin, 10 gauge L72 front plate, 
‘and steel bulkhead. Bonded and 
riveted, the body has a 16 gauge 
outer skin around the fuel cells, 
forming the regulation crushable 
structure, There is injected poly 
Urethane beneath the outer skin 
‘and also foam protection above 
the two fuel cells, which only 
occupy the rear halves of the 
side sections. The holes for the 
filler orifices are big enough to 
allow the bags to be changed in 
‘a hurry and precautions are taken 
to ensure that no fuel can leak 
into the foam during refuelling 

‘Triangular channels in the in- 
ner bottom corners of the side 


Pit and Paddock 
Ron Tauranac’s new Trojan 


enables softer suspension to be 
Used, in which Ron Tauranac is 
a great believer. ‘The steering 
rack and pinion and the anti-ro 
bar are in front of the suspension 
assembly. 

Though the first chassis will 
have outboard front brakes, full 
provision Is made for installing 
Sptional inboard brakes in. due 
course. Indeed, the hubs are al 
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The Trojan T102 features an all new tapered monocoque with deform. 
able structure. 


The nose resembles 


Jront suspension is designed to be soft heni 


4 damper unit (above). 


sections protect the water pipes 
and wires, The engine forms the 
rear beam of the chassis, being 
bolted to the bulkhead and with 
forces transmitted to the mono- 
coque by triangular steel tubular 
members with rear attachment 
points at the bellhousing. This 
hellhousing is cast and machined 
to allow the gearchange linkage 
to pass through it, permitting 
direct connection with a straight 
tube. This necessitates the mount- 
Ing of the Lucas starter motor at 
the Tront of the engine, with a 
driveshaft to the bendix, which 
attacks the flywheel in conven- 
tional fashion. The rear of the 
assembly is completed by a Hew- 
land DG 300. 5-speed gearbox, 
driven through a 3-plate Borg 
and Beck clutch, and the drive- 
shafts are by GKN with 100 
Series constant velocity joints 
The chassis structure is fully 
jigged and every part of it is 
100 per cent interchangeable. In 
front, the suspension is by wide- 
based tubular wishbones, with 
the spring-damper units out- 
rigged on triangulated tubular 
structures to get them as close 
to the uprights as possible, This 
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the Brabham BT34 (below). The 
e the positioning of the 


al 


internally for the 
driveshafts to be fitted. In 
addition to reducing unsprung 
Weight, this arrangement will al: 
low’ brakes of larger diameter 
than can. be mounted on the 
hubs to be used and these 11} in 
discs, being thinner. add no 

The outboard Lockheed 


ready splined 


weight 
brakes can now have their pads 
changed without caliper removal, 


while a small door in the front of 
the monocoque gives instant 
access for topping up and 


Rear suspension is by single top 
and lower tubular” tinks and 
Widely separated radius arms. 


a 


bleeding 

Inboard rear brakes are stan: 
dard. The rear suspension is by 
Single top and twin lower tubular 
links, with two widely separated 
radius “arms either side, picking 
up the monocoque at bulkhead 
level; the uprights are of AS 
magnesium alloy. The wing as 
sembly is mounted on a tubular 
Sub-frame, at regulation height 
and behind the rear wheels. The 
Melmag wheels are cenire-lock 
ing and driven by four pegs, size 
13 in x 11 in at the front and 
13. in or 15 in x 17 in behind, 

Two front track widths are 
available, 65 in or 634 in, the 
narrow one being for very\ fast 
Circuits where wind resistance is 
the primary consideration. There 
are two water radiators In series, 
he at each side, enclosed in 
pods ‘Which are shaped to. give 
some downthrust, with cooling 
air ducts containing wire stone: 


guards. Between these nose 
Sections is a central wing, of 
which the angle is fully adjust 
able. ‘There will be some small 


trim tabs farther back. 

The two oil coolers—only one 
will be needed in the more 
temperate countries—are carried 
well forward on elther side of the 
bellhousing. Their location has 
been chosen to keep the rear wing 
in clean air. During testing, tail 
panels will be evolved to enclose 
the engine and transmission. 

The steering column has an 
adjustable rake and, by an in- 
genious arrangement, the in- 
Struments move up ‘and down 
with it, so that the wheel cannot 
be placed to obstruct thelr dials; 
this would be an improvement 
applicable to. road-going cars 
There is a moulded glassfibre 
cockpit surround, carrying a low 

The battery is at the 
front of the engine, close to the 
starter, with the plug for a 
Doster battery lead beside it. As 
far as possible, the electrical con: 
nections are Kept in this area. A 
Fireater extinguisher system is 
Installed. On the other side of 
the engine, a 2-gallon oll tank 
is situated, with a V-bottom to 
drain every last drop. The. roll: 
wer bar is entirely mounted on 
"e monocoque and everything 
possible is attached to the car 
Father than to the engine, to per- 
mit quick changes of power unit 

Any of the S-litre VB engines 
can be used and the present tests 
are taking place with an Alan 
Smith carburetter unit. However, 
this is likely to be an injection 
year in F5000 and no doubt all 
the really competitive cars will be 
80 equipped 

‘The Trojan T102 is a typical 
Ron Tauranac design, with many 
practical details resulting from 
his years of Formula 1 expe 
ence. In particular, an enormous 
amount of thought has gone into 
easing the mechanics" task, which 
will certainly pay dividends, 


right 


JOHN BOLSTER 


McLaren’s 
writ on 
Yardley 


The row between McLaren and 
Yardley has really hotted up over 
the past. week. Last. Thursday 
(November 8) Yardley issued a 
lengthy statement to the press to 
clarify the position between them: 
selves and MeLaren, The follow 
ing day Teddy Mayer, joint man- 
aging director of Bruce McLaren 


im a Ma 


Teddy Mayer — libel writ 


Motor Racing, issued a writ of 
Ubel against “Yardley In respect 
of thelr press statement. 

For obvious reasons We are un- 
able to reprint the statement 
Which states Yardley's "position. 
The basic position is that Yardley 
agreed to a modest increase in 
their budget for next year and 
said that they might accept a co- 
Sponsorship deal with a compat: 
le outside company if. more 
money Was needed, McLaren in- 
formed Yardley that they pro- 
posed to conclude an alternative 
Sponsorship deal for 1974 but 
Were prepared to run a single car 
In Yardley colours. Although this 
fell short of Yardley's legitimate 
expectations they agreed to the 
plan under certain conditions, 

‘The problem arose when it 
was discovered who McLaren's 
Prospective sponsors for 1974 
were — Marlboro. This does 
not represent a compatible 
outside company to. Yardley. 
Marlboro ‘is, of course, from the 
Philip. Morris — Group — while 
Yardley is a wholly owned subsi- 
diary of British-American Tobacco 
and the two companies are big 

Last week's statement ends 

Yardley of London is becoming 
anxious to see the matter brought 
to a conclusion which would safe- 
guard its considerable investment 
in past, current and future promo- 
tions, particularly as the time is 
now ‘at hand when firm forward 
commitments ‘must be made. 
Meanwhile, although the Yardley 
offer still ‘stands in principle, it 
must be emphasised that the basic 

jtuation still holds good—that 
Yardley have exercised their 
option to exclusive McLaren Fl 
sponsorship during 1974." 
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Have you sey nouged the 
‘eaythe oat end ots dragster 
HAL when ir binwee off? A star 


“Sole tends to mprave your 
‘Kndyourreed holding 
cof the, 


end spoiers can be 
tained from ail good 


Richard Grant Motor Accesories Limited. 3 Market Square, Eaton Bray. Bedlordstire LUS 20G. Telephone : Eaton Dray (055) 200048 and TOR Plus VAT standard rate 


SPON END, 
COVENTRY 
Tel: COV 56325/8 


MAIN LOTUS DEALERS FOR 
THE MIDLANDS 


& & 


WANTED 


By Leading Racewear Retailers/Manufacturers 


ENTHUSIASTIC JUNIOR SALESMAN 


Must be SMART AND BRIGHT. Full training given to the 
ht applicant. This is @ position with responsibility and will 
fentail’ dealing with racing drivers and team: 


Call oF telephone for an appointment with 


‘The Managing Executive 
Formula One Ltd 


BLAZESPEED 
ENGINES 


BMC engine specialists 850cc-1500cc 


We prepare Pat Ryan’s 1500cc lightweight 
Mini which can be seen on RAC National 
Rounds. 

Hi-Lo suspension stockists. All machining 
facilities. All BMC special tuning parts in 
stock including Mini big bore conversions. 


Tel: 021-440 1120 


HOOPERS OF BRISTOL 


Castrol/Motoring News 


Rally Champions 1973 
(NIGEL ROCKEY /PAUL WHITE) 
Suppliers of Ford and BLMC competition parts 


We know how difficult it is to obtain com- 
petition parts, but we have managed to equip 
the cars that_have won the Castrol Motoring 
News Rally Championship and currently lead 
the Mexico Rally Championship with parts 
throughout the year, so why not let us try and 
keep you supplied, 


We have good stocks of Ford, AVO, BDA 
engine spares (inc. Cosworth) B.L. Special 
tuning, Corbeau seats, Cibie, cams, heads, 
manifolds, sump guards, suspension parts etc. 
All for delivery to you by the quickest possible 
means to anywhere in the country, COD if 
required. Ring us on 0272 23946 direct through 
to our stores. 


Hours of business 
Monday-Friday 9 am-6 pm 
Closed 12.30-1.30 for lunch 
Saturday 9 am-5 pm 
Half day Wednesday 
62 Jacobs Wells Road 


Bristol 8 
Tel: 0272 23946 
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New F1 Surtees 
tests at Kyalami 


Having its shakedown tests at 
Kyalami last week was the latest 
Surtees Fl prototype. Presumably 
the final version will be known as 
the TSIG but Surtees said this 
Is only the prototype: it's a mobile 
test bed, We shall be building 
ext year's cars from the results 
Of these tests.” 

The new. car, 


painted red and 


white, ‘Is considerably different 
from this year's TS14, The mono- 
coque Is much more simple with 
a flat top surface and a deep 


taper from the cockpit towards the 


The Surtees F1 prototype chassis which John Surtees has been t 
jouth Africa. It features a new flat-topped, tapered monocoque. 


driver's legs. The car is also 
considerably lighter than the 
TS14 being “somewhere around 


the minimum weight level 
The suspension is _ slightly 
altered with new fabricated up- 
rights and modified pick-up points 
at the front while at the rear twin 
parallel bottom links are. now 
mounted on an aluminium block 
at the bottom of the gearbox, 
The position of the oil coolers 
has not yet been determined but 
positions being tried in South 


James Hunt has been lapping Kyalami 
tyre testing for Firestone in the Hesket 
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Africa were on either side of the 
Central wing support or im front 
of the rear wheels. These are 
‘angled parallel to the side of the 
car and rely on a low pressure 
farea around the engine compart- 
ment and a high pressure area 
Outside to draw: the air through. 
The cockpit follows the current 
trend for high sides as does the 
full width nose, 

All the initial tests have been 
carried out by John Surtees him 
self in conjunction of course with 
Firestone although both Jochen 


ting 


Mass 

‘Also at Kyalami is the Hesketh 
March and James Hunt has been 
going very rapidly. Up to last 
Thursday his best time was 1m 
16.4 8 compared to Emerson 
Fittipaldi’s lap record of 1m 
17.1 s, The team are mainly con- 
cerned with tyre testing but Har- 
vey Postlewaite is experimenting 
with oll radiator positioning and 
minor aerodynamic modifications. 


and Carlos Pace are pre- 
with a TSI4 for pure tyre 


if well under the lap record while 
th March 


Carlos Reutemann’s plans 


Carlos “Lole” Reutemann con. 
firmed recently that he has every 
intention of continuing with 
Bernie Ecclestone’s Brabham 
team in 1974, and in a magazine 
interview he announced that he 
will be racing Fl  Brabhams 
through to the end of 1975. 

Speaking to the Argentine 
magazine Corsa, Reutemann said 
that he has high hopes for next 
year, when he will be seen at 
the wheel of a modified version 
Of this year’s successful BT42 
I have asked for the rear sus: 
pension to be widened and for 
the front aerodynamics to be 
altered, since the turbulence of 
ther cars strongly affects the 
front of the BT42," he said, add. 
ing “Tam also’ going to ask 
Bernie to buy me two new eng- 
nes for next year, since the ones 
we used this year were the old 
type. 

Reutemann also said that he 
would not have any Argentine 
Sponsorship next year, "I was 
told several weeks ago that YPF 
(State fuel company) and CAP 


(Argentine meat) would not ¢on- 
tinue. I wasn’t particularly sur- 
prised because I knew they wan- 
ted to reorganise their arrange- 
ments following the change of 
government, and perhaps support 
Another young personality, 

“This means that I now have 
no sponsor, and that Bernie 
Ecclestone will himself be look: 
ing for other sponsorship to be 
found 

‘Commenting on reports that he 
would be seen racing in Formula 
5000, “Lole” said he had spoken 
to American entrant Chuck Jones 
who had approached him with on 
offer for next year. Jones is 
known to have visited both Chev- 
ron and Trojan in the past couple 
of weeks, and he has also seen 
the new Brabham BT43, But 
Reutemann said he Is still unde- 
cided: “I would want to be asso- 
clated with a factory team, or a 
top class private team. This was 
Chuck Jones’ offer, but nothing 
is settled because L&M has pul 
ied out and there doesn't seem to 
be as much money in it as every: 
one thought.” 


Interserie reorganised 


The organisers of Interserie re- 
ganised themselves last week 
in order to assure the continu- 

ance of Interserie.” They have 

the former Interserie 

Tacked adequate 

management and had to be re- 
organised. One delegate of each 


country organising races, one 
delegated entrant and one dele- 
gated driver will form the new 


Interserie-Union under the 
direction of Gerhard Haerle, 
former promoter of Interserie, 


‘The “new committee have 
already formulated next year's 
regulations and reported that 


there will be 10 to 12 races next 
year. The most important changes 
to the regs are: the engine size 
of push tod. engines will be 


limited to 8.3 litres and for free 
racing engines, 6 litres. In 
the case of an exhaust turbo- 
charger being used, the engi 
displacement capacity shall” be 
reduced by the factor 1.4 accord 
ing to the CSI rules and regul 
tions. At every Interserie race the 
total’ prize money will amount 
to 100,000 Swiss francs, The 
races will be of two heats and 
4a final with points being scored on 
& 20-15-10 1 basis for the 
first ten in the final 

‘A Sport 800 sub classification 
will be introduced for cars with 
Slitre (F1) racing engines and 
S-litre (FS000) push rod engine: 
This class will have a special 
distribution of points and prize 
money. 


SCCA move on 
CanAm and F5000 


The SCCA competition board met 
at the beginning of this month 
to determine the future of F5000 
and CanAm. The most dramatic 
idea to come from the usually 
reactionary body is that they join 


forees with USAC to jointly 
Promote an F5000 series. 
Not so long ago, such an 


accord would have been unheard 
of but the rising stature of the 
F5000 series and the number of 
drivers who want to compete in 
USAC and SCCA events is on the 
increase. In order for the two not 
to clash and thus allow the driver 
interchange, the joint promotion 
has been proposed. 

‘The intention now is to avold 
any clashes with Fl and CanAm. 
A prize fund of $75,000 per race 


has been proposed which is more 
than in all but three of this year's 
races, 

As far as CanAm is concerned, 
the SCCA have reaffirmed after 
consultations with all parties that 
no changes will be made in engine 
regulations for 1974. The format 
of races though will be altered. 
All events will be run approxi- 
mately to 200 miles with no 
refuelling. 

Recognising the severity of the 
energy problem confronting the 
USA and to encourage new inno- 
vations to improve engine 
efficiency, the amount of fuel to 
be allowed for each race will be 
limited. The exact amount will 
be determined and announced in 
the near future. 


Frank Gardner tells it 
like it is. 


Supercar. 


for general 
motoring 
information 


‘fe Road tests on the Ferrari BB, Maserati Bora, 
Lamborghini Countach, Intermeccanica Indra, 
De Tomaso Pantera etc. etc. 


fe Spectacular double- 
page colour pictures of 
the fastest cars in the 
world 


e:nar 


OCTOBER/NOVEMBER issue available 
¥eFor 45p you can now, order from your local newsagent 
discover what it’s like to 
drive the world’s fastest 
cars. Supercar from the 
Car Magazine people. 


only 
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Pit and Paddock 


New McLaren 
F5000 tests 


While wranglings between 
McLaren and Yardley continue 
over the team's FI future, plans 
for participation in other classes 
are being established. ‘The M25 
F5000 is due for completion this 
Week and the first day's testing 
will be carried out by McLaren FI 
engine builder John Nicholson, 
Denny Hulme will take over when 
he returns from New Zealand on 
Thursday. Teddy Mayer said on 
Monday that there were no defi- 
nite plans at the moment for par- 
ticipation in the American F3000 
championship as they were await 
ing news of the championship. He 
Was not too encouraged by the 
current plans for a seven. race 
series with varying amounts of 
prize money which the SCCA 
have recently announced. 

‘What Is certain though is that 
McLaren will compete at Indian- 
apolis and in the USAC champion. 
ship although no driver has yet 
been ‘chosen. 


Elden FSV 


Design Formula, the manu. 
facturers of Elden cars, have just 
announced their latest model, the 
PHI4 SuperVee. It is their frst 
FSV model and is intended tor 
the US and. European markets. 
It features a new steel reinforced 
aluminium monocoque while the 
body has been developed by 
Glassfibre Mouldings in Ashford, 
Kent 

Ih the UK the PHIA will retail 
ar £1,989 less engine and gear: 
box 


© Mrs Doreen Hough has asked 
Us to thank all those who sent 
flowers, letters and cards to her 
following the tragic death of her 
husband, Brian, recently 


© The ex-Graham Hill F2 


Brabham BT38 has been acquired 
by Scottish builder Tom Ogilvy 


Broadspeed sales 


‘Two  Broadspeed's _ triumphant 
Group 2 saloon cars were sold 
this week and will contend cham. 
pionship series in Sweden and 
the USA during 1 


Broadspeed’s unique Group 2 


Capri, which won the Belgium 
Saloon Car Championship, ‘was 
bought by Bo. Emanuelsson, 


Sweden's touring car champion of 
the past two years, to contend his 
national championship next year. 
And Broadspeed’s 2 litre BDA 
Escort campaigned successfully 
by Andy Rouse in the UK and 
Europe, was sold to Juan F. 
Montaho of Chan Air Spring Inc. 
USA and he will contend. the 
1974 “TransAm” series, 


Ralph Broad, Managing Direc- 
tor, said “Despite the sad demise 
of Group 2 racing in the UK the 
worldwide demand for our 1973 
Cars prompts me to believe that 
this type of racing is anything 
but over. Indeed we are already 
building 1974 Group 2 cars for 
customers in Europe and else- 
Where. Likewise in this country 
we have already received many 
enquiries regarding the construc 
tion and build of both Group 1 
cars and special vehicles to con: 
tend the new Super Saloon 


STP plans 


European representative 
ick Brittan is currently on a 
our of Europe finalising the com: 
pany’s 1974 racing involvement 
he recent introduction of new 
ianagement in the USA has im 
Pressed his shareholders by an 
(immediate saving of one million 
dollars by withdrawing from FI 
F2, and Indianapolis and selling 
Andy Granatelli's plane. 

STP's US involvement next sea- 
son will probably be "centred 
round Richard. Petty’s NASCAR 
Programme while in Europe the 
Company. will continue to. back 
Individual drivers and cars and 


Brands Hatch 


This Sunday's Brands Hatch 
entertainment is organised by the 
Sevenoaks & District MC, who 
have received very full entries 
for each of their six races. 
Major highlight should be the 
over 1 litre saloon race in 
Which regular winner Gerry Mar- 


shall (23. Firenza) comes up 
against Chris Meek's 2-litre 
Escort, Nick Whiting's Escort 
FVA and Martin Kent's 5.9-litre 
Sunbeam Rapier with lan Bax 
leading the Mini attack. The 1 
litre saloons open the pro- 


gramme with Joha Homewood's 
Imp and Mo Mendham's Mini 
heading the list. The | other 
saloon car action is provided by 
Mini 7s with Graham Wenham, 
Chris Tyrrell and Mick Moss 
leading the list. 

‘The Brabhams of Peter Deal 
and Philip Guerola and the 
Marches of Jose Santo and John 
Brise head ‘the 10 lap formule 
libre race and in the Formula Ford 
event are Syd Fox, Rob Wicken, 
Peter White, Bob Arnott and 
Pato Nunez. There's also a modi- 
fled sports car event in which 
the Davrians of Bob Jarvis and 

Longhurst take ‘on Robin 
’s Morgan Plus 8, Bill de 
Selincourt’s Jaguar E and Tony 
Dunderdale’s Turner. 

The first of the six 10 
races starts at 1.30 pm. 


Championship 


lap 


who will enter it for Tony 
Charnell in ‘libre events, certain championships. 
CATCHPOLE By Barry Foley 


ALL DID WAS TO ASK HIM. 


IF HE WOULD GIVE My PRODUCT 
AMENTION OVER THE AIR, 


XL 


ON THE LOUDSPEAKER. AND HE 


CALLS ME "A BRIGHT SPARK LOOKING 
FOR A PLUG” 


© Avieror 3979 
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PHOENIX 


Clean sweep for STP Eagle 


Story and pictures by PETE LYONS 


Of the STP-sponsored Patrick 
third grid pl 


fe respectively—Johneock’s speed was a 


1 Championship race of the year, a 150-miler om the paved 

‘one-two sweep for Gordon Johncock and Wally Dallenbach 

‘teoleum team. Their Eagle-Offenhousers started from pole and 
‘record—and 


‘both led the 


race at Various stages. The result means that both men have won the same number of races 


this year, th 
apolis 500 was shortened in actual fac 
finishes the year second in the point 
Gh big-ear vietory of his caree 
‘The man who hi 
Mopkins McLaren 
the race and was pr 
wearing tyres. Bobby Unser, who like MeClus 
despite usually being in cont 


Eagl 


the works machi 
dozen pieces 
ino other cars were Involved and by incredibl 


each, including » $00-miler aplece (bearing in mind, of course, that 1 
For Dallenbach, his second 
ndings. For crew chief George Bignotti, It was the 


‘already won the Championship, Rog 
‘om eighth grid position but managed to Is 
wssing Johneock in the later 


tion, started 1 
st 13 laps, but after 40 laps tangled wheel 

merely spun down the track to a 
ye steel rail and bounced away already 
It was a spectacular wreck which required the race be red-flagged to 
‘Rood luck Unser literally walked 


Indian: 
place determines that he 


McCluskey, started his Lindsay 
‘430 laps in the first part of 
before losing ground because of unevenly- 


‘has only scored a single victory this season 
Olsonite Eagle from the front row and led 
with Penske driver Gary Bettenhausen while 


rmiess halt, but 
integrating into 

halt, but 
vay from 


it with arm and rib injuries. His brother Al abandoned the race on the spot to accompany 


Bobby to hospital in the helicopter. 


Bobby Unser calls the Phoenix “FasTrack" 
asymmetrical oval “an obstacle cours 
Irregular, bumpy, with two different turns 
plus a peculiar Kink in one straight, it is a 
Circuit that seems to call for both a fine 
compromise in chassis set-up and a somewhat 
gritted-tecch driving style. His Olsonite Eagle 
had set the lap record 20 meaths before at 
25.36 5 (141.9 mph); now, during his two 
‘qualifying laps on the day ‘before the Satur- 
e he shaved 0.07 s from this. Bobby's 
run, and for a while the 
crew paid somewhat 
anxious attention to the times of others, but 
‘as one potential rival after another failed 
even to equal the old time let alone the new 
they begon to relax. Until Gordon Johncock 
in the STP Eagle went out. The track an- 
nouncer burst out the exciting time: 25.05 3, 
a decisive new record at 142.6 mph. 
“Those darned Eagles!" muttered Gurney. 
Only Johneock and Unser beat the old time. 
Wally Dallenbach ended up 3rd quickest at 
25.52 s, then came Garry Bettenhausen at 
25.73 5, Dick Simon in STP's Ford-engined 
Eagle fifth at 25.75 s ahead’ of Lioyd Ruby's 
Offy-engined model at 25.80 's, and Billy 
Vukovich's Eagle Offy at 25.92 s. That made 
the first seven cars all Eagles and it wasn't 
until Roger McCluskey qualified at 26.02 5 
that a McLaren entered the picture. Steve 
lo qualified Grant King’s laboriously- 
exact Eagle-copy Kingfish ninth (26.03) just 
ahead of Jimmy Caruthers’ Eagle (26.14) and 


Jee Lecnard’s Parnelli (26.15). George Snyder 
was twelfth in the other of the two Ford- 
ngined cars cn the grid, the single Coyote, 
at 26.20. 

Altogether, there were but 23° machines 
ready to start—something of an embarras 
ment for FasTrack officials, who had originally 
scheduled an extra 20-lap “Qualifying Race” 


te trim an anticipated large entry. As it 
turned out, several would-be racers had to 
withdraw ‘after assorted dramas: Johnny 


Rutherford in the works Gulf-MeLaren had his 
throttles stick open while practising and the 
Impact with the rail destroyed his chassis, and 
A.J. Fey came down with a case of pleurisy 
sc he stayed at home. The final grid lined up 
one short of maximum; in fact the 23rd car 
(Gerry Karl's Cicada) had no time at all, and 
there was an unusually wide time differential 
of 12.4% between pole and 22nd. 

While McCluskey's title was assured, there 
were four drivers who could take over second 
place as a result of the “Arizona 150": Ruther 
ford, Dallenbach, Mike Mosley and Mario 
‘Andretti. With the latter two starting from 
16th and 17th grid positions and Rutherford 
cut (he had tried but couldn't find another ¢ 
for the race) even this relatively thin strugal 
—USAC’s champion benefits financially at 
every race during the next season but the 
runner-up gains nothing but a bit of satisfac 
ticn—seemed a foregone conclusion. It shaped 
up as a straight-forward race on its own 
merits, the last chance to release tightly- 


wound oval-track energies before the winter. 

it hadn't rained in central Arizona for 111 
days, said locals—as they gazed with under 
standably mixed expressicns upward at a giant 
black mass of threatening cloud above th 
cactus-covered mountains on raceday. The 
Spring event here had had to be abandoned 
due to Nlooding; it would be the most remark- 
able kind of meteorological joke should the 
rains come back today! There was a fresh 
wind, too, that cooled the baking valley, and 
the sun Was veiled behind an outriding fring 
of the advancing storm. But preparations went 
forward to race anyway. 

The 23 set off for three laps bebind th 
pace car, gradually increasing their pac 
weaving to warm the tyres, bringing the 
whistling blowers up to speed for the sudden 
lunge ccward the green flag, As USAC’s pro- 
fessicnal starter Shim Malcne set them fre 
the pair of Eagles on the front row forged 
side by side into the steepening Turn One 
banking, Jchncock in the bright pink one 
holding his own alongside the white works 
car all the way to the point where they were 
bent over cornering hard. Then Unser, refuse 
ing to give way, holding his inside ‘wh 
exactly level with and scarcely two inch 
away from the wheels of Johneock, drove 
gradually ahead, pinched his line as much 
as there was room, and powered out of the 
Turn Two segment of the banking in the lead. 
‘A finely-judged manoeuvre—these oval track 


beys den't hang about ! 
Dick Simcn in the Ford-engined car had 
he start, but gradually 

ea little gap in 


which Bettenhausen led Dallenbach, It we 
already a two-car race for the lead, but these 
two were into their own furious’ scrap for 
third. 

After cnly half a dozen miles the leaders 
came up into the slowest of the tail-end traffic 
and a certain bulldozer quality entered their 
driving. Shooting down into the first turn 
Unser and Jchneock encountered a slower car 
and chose opposite sides, As they split aj 
Jehneock whipped by on the outside and 
arrived back with Unser exactly alongside and 
carried on to sling around the banking wheel- 
te-wheel before pinching ahead and taking the 
lead—take that, Mr Unser! An instant later 
Bettenhausen and Dallenbach arrived at the 
same point, found the same situation, chose 
the identical solutions—and Dallenbach 
scratched around the outside, passed the same 
way as had his team-mate. 

Tt was now very close-quarter work as there 
was constant traffic to thread amongst. John- 
cock was running very hard and obviously 
nat about to wait for anything or anyone, 
and gradually built up a small cushion over 
Unser, whose mood did not look quite so 
anxious. After a while, of course, the leading 
car came around to lap a certain car being 
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driven by a certain other Unser, which was 
ct handling very well and seemed to get in 
the way for a few moments, during which 
Unser B gained back some lost ground! Still 
it was a two-car race, and by 30 rapid laps 
they had built up approximately half a mile 
advantage over Dallenbach's third place. Then 
@ backmarker lost control and spun down one 
of the bankings to the dusty infield, and the 
Yellow light flashed on. 

Nearly everybody took advantage of this 
Ce stop for refuelling. (One stop was required 
by the rules of the race, but the 40 (US) gal: 
Jon on-board capacity limit meant that every 
one would have to make two at least and 
probably three.) When the track was again 
Mgreen” and everyone had settled down racing 
again, it was McCluskey ahead of everyone 
in the race with Bettenhausen next, Just in 
front of Unser 

Hobby had not looked too worried about 
trailing Johneock, but Bettenhausen was a 
different matter and he closed right up tight 
and tried hard to find a way by. For a couple 
of laps he hovered right up near the right 
hand rear wheel, obviously thinking the way 
by was going to be on the outside at the 
exit of one of the turns. For one whole lap 
he drove around In tight formation, so close 
every spectator’s stomach muscles felt tight, 
and at the exit of Turn Two and again at 
the exit of Four, he moved as if to accelerate 
between the Penske car and the fence, Both 
times he lifted his foot a the last instant and 
dropped in behind, But he didn't drop back. 
He started the 41st lap trying harder than 

Getting an extra-good entry into One, he 
closed up all the way around Two, moved up 
toward the outside, and as the tWo powered 
up and out toward the steel rail Unser got 
his front wheels ahead of the other's back 
wheels, on the outside... . 

‘There was a little pulf of tyre smoke, a 
double wobble, a sudden veer. The white car 
snapped off the line toward the rail along the 
back straight. There were great clouds of 
white smoke, four jet-black streaks, and then 
a huge, pale orange flash. The white car 
rebounded from the steel already tumbling into 
fragments: wheels, bodies, transmissions, 
engines, all sprayed in different directions, 
and the air was filled with minute bits of 
destroyed racing car, smoke, and dust. The 
pack of onfollowing cars all braked” and 
swerved sharply, and it was very nearly» 
giant multiple accident, but somehow every- 
ene tucked through, 

Such a sudden, comprehensive, shockingly 
violent crash—nobody could live through it 
There was a moment of held breath, a aearch- 
Ing with stinging eyes through strewn debris 

‘and he's moving | He's released his har. 
hess and is moving, struggling ¢o lift himself 
out of what's left of the chassis, 

‘Al Unser was there, having 


to the helicopter and got in with 
him, abandoning his Viceroy Parnelli and the 
race. The red flag had of course stopped 
everyone else, and as the army of course 
workers mopped up the mess the army of 
mechanics serviced their cars, added fuel 
adjusted things, and then stood ground in 
little Knots marvelling over the accident 
Bettenhausen’s Eagle, which had merely spun 
to a halt without hitting anything, was towed 
in and made ready to race again. It had no 
damage beyond a smear of rubber on the 
right rear corner of its chassis, ahead of the 
rear wheel, Gary, his face somewhat tense, 
said that he hadn't seen the other car, hadn't 
known ie was there on his quarter. 
Eventually the fleld got underway again for 
their 42nd lap, with McCluskey. still leading 
and Andretti, Ruby, and Johacock behind. 
Bettenhausen’ was of course right at the back, 
but right away he began racing hard again, 
and set about trying to carve up through the 
backmarkers, But Johncock wasn't hanging 
back either, and quickly he passed up into 
second place and set about the McCluskey 
problem, At this stage, however, there didn’t 
seem to be a lot to do about it, for Roger's 
MI6 was going really well. Soon the two 
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mes | 


The sorry remains of Bobby Unser's Eagle from which he escaped with slight injuries. 


were well ahead of the rest, in another two- 
car dice, leaving Andretti alone—and about 
> start a string of punctures that eventually 
cut Mario's chances of 8 good finish. Betten. 
hausen was still stuck in all that traffic, and 
presently there was a gap between the leaders 
and him of half a lap, then three quarters of 
a lap, and then still more. Meanwhile, Dallen- 
bach was moving up again, and after a while 
was up ahead of Andretti and looking to 
join his team-mate’s pursuit of McCluskey 
That was basically the pattern of the rest 
of the race. There were four more yellow- 
light periods, and with them a rash of pic 
stops which shuffled the race order. For 34 
laps Dallenbach got into the lead, while 
McCluskey began to have an odd tyre prob- 
lem: his right front tyre, the outside, heavily 
Icaded tyre on this circuit, began to wear 
unevenly as it skipped over the bumps under 
braking into the turns, The growing imbalance 
made it skip even more, which increased the 
uneven wear; he remarked unhappily later that 
he should have taken the time to change his 
tyres late in the race, but he didn’t and 
gradually dropped back. Bettenhausen too had 
a handling difficulty, which prevented him 
working up through the pack and in fact 
caused a quick, harmless spin late in the race. 
Thus, by the end it was a straight Dallen- 
bach-Johncock race, the two STP cars look- 
ing pretty evenly matched, Indeed, some of 
the mechanics on the team begged Chief 
Bignotti to instruct Johncock to hold his posi- 
jon behind Dallenbach, but George refused. 
his isn’t a situation like you might have 
in Grand Prix racing, where One driver on a 


team might be your ‘Number One.’ Wally and 
Gordie are equals with us, and Wally only 

to finish second to get second in the Cham- 
picnship, he doesn't need to win—so let them 
Face for it.” 

So race they did, and Johncock, helped by 
Dallenbach gradually “losing” his rear tyres, 
pulled up and passed and drew away and 
wen by a small fraction of the one-mile lap. 
Toward the end too McCluskey couldn't stave 
ff Vukovich, who overtook into third in the 
last few laps; all four men did stay on the 
same lap to the end, while Bettenhausen was 
a lap down in fifth and Andretti, having made 
two extra stops to change punctures, strug- 
gled into sixth two laps down on another 
rear tyre that was soft at the end, 

The Champicn McCluskey finished the year 
with 3705 points, with runner up Dallenbach 
earning 2620 despite winning three races to 
the other's one. Rutherford, without racing. 
on the day, came third with 2595, while Vuko- 
vich’s 2440 just beat Andretti’s 2430 for fourth 
and Mosley (who retired from the race with 
electrical trouble) came sbxth. 


“The answer 
ies not in tyre, 
wing or other 
restrictions but a 
few minor 
changes on 
certain high speed 
circuits.” 


MAX MOSLEY 


It has recently been suggested that we should 
make various changes to current Formula 1 
Tegulations in order to reduce the speeds 
achieved by the cars, The idea is that speeds 
have now reached a point where the dangers 
to drivers and spectators are not acceptable. 
is Woodcote ‘corner 
urrent Formula 1 car 
ling at about 160 mph. No one with 
‘any Imagination can feel quite happy in the 
Woodcote grandstand when the leading Grand 
Prix drivers are going after pole position. 
There is no doubt that the problem exists, 
the question is what to do about it, 
‘Among. the proposals put’ forward have 
been some suggestions by the proprietors of 
ent circuits. surprisingly 
‘contain nothing about circuit safety. 
ened exclusively with slowing 
main ideas are narrower 


and a device to restrict engine air intake simi 
lar to those In Formula 3 

‘The arguments put forward for these pro- 
posals are that tyre and wing restriction will 
Feduce a car's grip on the road and hence its 
cornering speed, while a higher ainimum 
Weight will make the car stronger. The idea 
Of the engine restrictor is to make the car 
Jess powerful and, therefore, it is hoped, less 
fast. 

It is only the first two of these proposals 
which require serious consideration. The 
‘others are easily dealt with. To a first approx- 
Imation, an engine restrictor will not affect 
speed on a given corner until the power is 
reduced to the point where the flat-out speed 
of the car is below the maximum possible 
speed through the corner. Similarly, increasing 
the weight limit would do nothing. If, as in 
Formula 3, the limit is unnecessarily tigh, all 
that happens is that ballast is added. It is 
most elementary non sequitur to suggest that 
a heavy car is stronger than a light one, 

The two more serious proposals, the tyre 
‘and wing limitations, raise a very basic ques- 
tion. Is it our objective to build cars which 
fare safe on ordinary road-type circuits and 
manipulate our formulae so as to keep them 
safe, of are we building cars to be raced on 
special tracks under special conditions and 
acknowledging that they will be far too fast 
for, ‘an ordinary public road even when 
closed to traffic? The answer to this question, 
which is one of fundamental principle, must 
define our approach to the problem of ever 
Increasing speed. Thus if our alm is to make 
cars which are safe on any road, we must 
‘continually modify the cars to keep them slow 
enough, and only touch the roads or circuits 
if we cannot do any more to the cars. Con- 
versely, If special cars on special circuits is 
what we are trying to achieve, we must con- 
finually modify the circuits ¢o accommodate 
the cars, and only interfere with the cars if 
we are ‘unable to change the circuits suffi- 
clently to keep racing safe. 

‘This seems to me to be the essential 
question. It has been asked and answered 
Implicitly in that no current racing car would 


be safe to drive at speed except on a special 
Circuit surrounded. by safety fencing. Armco, 
Sleepers etc and. supervised by. am’ atmy of 
marshals and "officials. As speeds have 
increased che circults "have. been modified 
nccordingly. “The interesting thing about the 
proposed wing and tyre resteictions is that, If 
greed to by the CSI, they would represent a 
feversal. of the modern trend. Accept 
ance would. be a tacit acknowledgment that 
far design and progress should be governed 
by the arbitrary limitations of currently. avalle 
able clrculis rather than technological tnno- 
Tt may well be argued that further circult 
safety measures such as special fences. and 
Barriers "sre. becoming increasingly futile in 
the face of ever higher speeds. I believe that 
this ig so. As a result the time has come to 
fake the emphasis In circuit safety away trom 
Barriers and. fences and on to fundamental 
Shape. It'ia the condguration of the corners 
whlch ultimately dictates speed. and which 
Provides the best means of regulating it. The 
ng the 
shape of certain ultra high speed. corners 
cotirely natural that the circun owners 
im the short term, prefer changes 10 
s rather than changes t0 the circuits 
This way they spend no money. But none of 
is can afford a short-term view, we wreck 
the sport no one will want to watch It. If 
that happens, however much money the circuit 
owner may save, be will, In the end, be left 
wlth a valvelens asset 
in my view there are three very powerful 
arguments against slowing down the cars by 
making them. less efficient. These can. be 
Categorised as practical, aesthetic and finan 
a 
“The practical argument has two aspects 
10's almorts Impossible to. introduc 
utes ‘which, ‘will be. effective for” any 
Temgth of time. Suppose swe make a dramatic 
reduction in tyre width and wing sizes and 
reduce cornering speeds as much as 15. per 
Cent. This would put us back to the speeds of 
bout six "years ago. The 180. mph corner 
Becomes "182 mph. ‘The differences fairly 
Academic when you hit the bank, but, more 
important, "how long would it be before we 
were back up to 180 mph and what would we 
Gothen? These sort "of measures really. are 
Guite futile. Secondly, it would be extremely 
dimeult' to produce ‘performance reductions 
Ail through ‘motor racing” so that the gant 
Between. formulae remain about’ the. same. 
Rules would have to be changed in all the 
Uther single-seater formulae as well as for 
Sports ‘cars and saloons. Otherwise we might 
have a Group’? BMW outcornering a Formula 
I'car, Imagine the ‘complexity of the rule 
the “dificulty of enforcement, the endless 
arguments 
‘The aesthetic argument is, broadly, that the 
attraction of Formula 1 cirs comes. mainly 
irom their speed and. power. Kf you castrate 
them they will lose their appeal, You get the 
Occasional ‘old dodderer who mumbles on 
Sbout the extraordinary angles of dnfe: that 
the old cars would reach but that is now 


type accident ? 


Carnage at Silverstone. Would altering the shape of the circuit prevent the British GP Wood- 


history. Every year bigger and bigger crowds 
turn out to see Formula 1 and the reason is 
that a top Grand Prix driver on the limit in a 
modern Formula 1 car is a breathtaking sight, 
You could take all the greatest drivers in 
history and put them in current Formula 3 
or Formula Ford cars but the spectacle would 
Rot approach that of modern Formula 1. 

Finally, the financial argument. At the 
moment Formula 1 is a test bed. It is fashion- 
able to suggest that it is merely entertain- 
ment but this view is held only by those who 
know nothing of modern racing car techno- 
logy. For example, the tyre companies have 
made immense technical progress since real 
competition began with the arrival of the 
‘American companies. Contrary to popular 
belief there is a very big spin-off into road 
tyres. At present the tyres are wide enough 
to Keep stresses and temperatures near to 
those found In road tyres, Restrict widths and 
not only will this no longer be the case but 
the tyre companies may well find it cheaper 
to confine their research and development to 
private ‘trials, Similar arguments apply to 
Other trade suppliers and if they all go, so 
will the money that keeps the sport viable. 
At the same time the cost to constructors 
‘and teams of continual changes in rules Is 
enormous. Vast amounts of money are thrown 
way each time cars, engines, wheels etc 
are made obsolete by the CSI. 

It would be very short sighted and very 
misguided to attempt to overcome the speed 
Problem by Interfering with the efficiency of 
the cars. There Is only a real problem on a 
few ultra-fast corners, The answer Is simple, 
Siow the cars where necessary by altering 
the shape of the circuit. The car then ret 
Its speed and power for corners and circuits 
where no harm is likely. At the same time, 


i 
‘way the danger 
‘Quickly, cheaply and without fus 


ous and can receive the same treatment. Any 
Gireuit too poor to do the job properly can 
simply install a chicane. 

‘The only. possible exception might be oval 
acing in the USA, Clearly if you introduce 
‘extra corners to slow the cars, the track will 
no longer be oval. But on road racing circuits 
the situation is different. Monza would be 
none the worse for a new corner before the 
Curva Grande, The same is true of other 
circuits. Indeed, many circuits would benefit 
immensely from a now corner. The principle 
is clear. If the cars become too fast we should 
fereat greater technical obstacles for them to 
overcome. 

It is always better to go with evolution 
than to try to fight it. In the present case 
there are also very sound practical and finan- 
clal reasons for so doing. The answer lies not 
in tyre, wing or other restrictions but a few 
minor changes on certain high speed circuits. 
T hope the CSI will come to appreciate this, 
and that the sport will not be faced with 
Unnecessary and highly damaging restrictions 
to technical progress. 
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offer their successful March 
Formula 3 driven by Mike Wilds 
for Sale 


Price £2,500 complete with one of its excellent Holbay engines. 


Many extra spares available including slicks, wheels, gear 
ratios and 2 Holbay engines. 
Obviously this car has been maintained to the highest 


possible standard. 
Last week £27,500! This week £2,500!! 


This must be the sale of the century 
Contact: Colin Phillips, at 


Dempster International 
Racing Team 
7 Station Parade, Sidcup, Kent 
Telephone: 01-302 4011 
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In typleal humorous post 


INTERVIEW 


Germany's top driver Jochen Mass. 


Jochen Mass on Group 2 


By ROBERT FEARNALL 


Many words have been written throughout the season about the 
defeat of the champion Ford team in European touring car racing 
by the newly formed BMW motorsport organisation. But was it 
really so convincing ?. Works Ford Capri driver JOCHEN MASS 
gives some of his opinions on the subject and on driving for 


Ford of Germany. 


Jochen Mass is a humorous, quiet-speaking 
‘good-looking German who tock up motor rac- 
Ing through a passion for driving. From his 
first event in 1968, Jochen has become one of 
the world’s top saloon car drivers, a formid- 
able single-seater exponent and "Germany's 
best hope of Formula 1 World Championship 
recognition since the days of von Trips. 


‘A keen sportsman at school, Jochen left 
fat the age of 17 to Join the merchant navy 
but he enjoyed driving a great deal and gave 
up his deck job almost three years later £0 
‘Work as a mechanic to drive Alfa Romeos. "1 
Knew that when I had the chance, I would 
carry on racing." said Jochen and ‘his name 
Was soon to come to prominence. With the 
Alfas he challenged the Fords and BMWs in 
races and hillclimbs, and Jochen Neerpasch 
‘signed him for Ford in 1970 (his Ford com- 
mitments mainly comprised hillclimbs so he 
also, did some racing in a Schnitzer BMW 


2 


2002), and from 1971 onwards Jochen Mass 
became one of the most successful exponents 
in. works Capris. and. won the European 
Drivers’ Championship in 1972. But his talents 
naturally didn't just lie with saloon car 
racing. From Super Vee in 1971, Ford backed 
him in Formula 3 where Jochen continued 
to make his mark with Brabham and March 
cars, and this year his works drive with the 
Matchbox Surtees team netted him runner- 
up spot in the European Formula 2 Cham- 
plonship. This year also saw him start his 
Formula 1 career and now turned 27 years 
last. September, Mass will be a regular 
Formula 1 Grand Prix team-member in 1974, 
and naturally chis is where he will mainly 
be concentrating with the occasional saloon 
car drive—he finds no problem in adjusting 
between the two. 

From his first singleseater drive, it has 
taken Jochen three years to climb the ladder 
into Grand Prix racing with the assistance 


of Ford, He doesn't pretend or want to be 
& superstar, Far from it in fact; Jochen's a 
very friendly, bright character ‘who enjoys 
life immensely and doesn’t only see it in 
motor racing, “To become a world cham: 
pion is not the only thing I want to be in 
fife—tI fancy the idea though—and 1 wouldn't 
like to do racing for too long.” He talks 
‘about taking up. sailing and no doubt he 
would attempt that in the same cheerful 
Getermination and. competence which has 
taken him to. Grand. Prix racing. But 
although Jochen prefers single-seater racing, 
he first made his name in saloon car racing 
and that is what our interview is primarily 
concerned with, particularly with a view from 
S"the other side” on this year's success by 
BMW. Fortunately Jochen speaks very good 
English and in fact when not living in 
Cologne, spends much of his time—" not 
enough “—at his flat in west London. 

How did you get Involved with Ford in 
competitions ? 

In my first year, 1 was racing against Ford 

1 the time. In fact 1 was che only one who 
‘was really pushing them a little, so after a 
year they thought they'd rather have me with 
them and invited me for a test drive at 
‘Zandvoort. So from 1970, on, I raced for Ford. 

‘Can you compare the ‘Ford and BMW 
Group 2 competition programme? 

“Jochen Neerpasch has done some steps for 
BMW which weren't among the Ideas he had 
before about saloon car racing. He knew he 
he had to win ehis year and he wouldn't 
have won without those funny wings on the 
BMWs. So he homologated them, which was 
of course very clever, but I think that’s 
ttle off the line of saioon cars, I don’t think 
Ws a very good thing to do—to start with 
‘all those wings—but sometimes it's neces 
sary to do things like that 

‘But why didn’t Ford do something similar? 

Well we tried to do it, I don't know exactly 
what happened but T know we were talking 
‘about these sort of things last year and Ford 
people said No—we won't do it. First because 
Is unnecessary. And secondly because Ford is, 
‘a very different company to BMW in the way 
Something is passed paperwise. It’s much more 
difficult. “There are many more people at 
Ford who make decisions ; for instance, let's 
say Mike Kranefuss (Ford of Germany’ com: 
petitions manager) asks Stuart Turner of AVO 
fo homologate something, but Stuart Turner 
jays no, we can't do at the moment as 
Wwe are too busy with other things. It’s a 
big thing to get things like that done at Ford 
while Neerpasch is always on his own, backed 
by a very enthusiastic company which is much 
easier in that respect. And don't forget, w 
can't homologate things immediately as it's 
only every third month that the CSI consider 
homologations. 

Did Ford of Germany change at all from 
Jochen Neerpasch’s direction to Mike Krane- 
fuss" control? 

Jochen and Mike started together and they 
have built up the whole factory. Kranefuss 
knew everything about it—in fact he did 
more than Neerpasch work wise. Neerpasch 
had the ideas and Kranefuss worked on it 
and carried it out. 

Kranefuss' first’ year in control was 
obviously difficult, as he isn't as experienced. 
‘Ae a result this year has been run on a slightly 
more defensive line. He had never done a 
job like this before but I think he did it 
very well although only the future will tell 
how good he really is. 1 really rate him. 

‘Were you offered a drive at BMW too? 

No, Neerpasch just took Stuck with him. 
He signed me for Ford in November or 
December and in January 1972 he made his 
first steps to move to BMW, so I was already 
signed for Ford anyway. He wanted to take 
Stuck with him to have a German driver 
in the team—he knew I wouldn't leave Ford 
because of my Formula 1 plans but for Stuck 
(his father lives near Munich and they were 
always together with BMW), it was rather 
logical. Actually Neerpasch identifies a little 
Dit of the success of the man he is supporting 
with his career; so if he can back a driver 
and build him ‘up, then ir reflects on his 
personality which is a bit different with 
Kranefuss. 
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there great rivalry between yourself and 
‘Stuck for German prestige? 

No it’s all made up of course. It’s always 
a joke. Of course there's always competition 
but we're quite good friends really. It's not 
Vike some drivers, for instance if you asked 
Jean-Pierre Jarier at the beginning of this 
Year what he thought of his French team- 
Mate Beltolse then he would have given you 
some funny words! 

In fact the only race I have really loved 
was against Stuck, It was back at the end 
‘of 1969—I had a tremendous race with my 
old Alfa against his BMW; it was very 
closely fought over the whole distance and 
unfortunately it never happened again. 

Do Ford in Germany have a free 
{is there much directive from above? 

They can really do a lot of things, but 
the problem is getting things through som 
times takes a long time because they have to 
go through several offices for people to give 
their appro 

But do Ford give help and encouragement 
to privateers ? 

I think they do. Of course it’s been a bit 
Himited as they were short of parts—it's 
always a struggle to get the right parts. Ford 
haven't got the backing of che factory in this 
respect (as they are quite busy themselves) 
so if Ford want some special parts made 
then they have to get it made outside. It’s 
always the same In that it’s easy to produce 
4 large number of one thing, but if you want 
10 then it takes months and many drivers 
felt the Ford competitions department didn't 
back them well enough because of the long 
waiting for parts. But we have been waiting 

dt would look ridiculous to Ford 
ment if the parts were given to a 
private team when the works team haven't 
enough. 

‘With’ regards to drivers, we can’t just give 
4 car away if we think someone is good. But 
we do have Escort Mexico races in Germany 
and if someone looks really good, Ford give 
him a chance in a race car, like © Zakspeed 
Escort. Ford is in fact developing quite a 
few good drivers. 

Jackle Stewart once described driving. the 
Capris asa Sunday afternoon outing. How 
easy or difficult are they to drive? 

I think Jackie said that before he drove it 
at Monza and I'd bet he would say something 
different now. He had to try very hard and 
when top Grand Prix drivers drove the Capris 
they weren't quite as quick as other top 
saloon car drivers, which shows some of the 
difficulties you have in today's saloon car. 

I'm sure the cars have changed a lot in a 
few years. I found them very. difficult—it 
takes quite a long while before you really 
get into the thing and really come close to 
the edge. ‘The most difficult part is the 
physical aspect. Physically, it's a harder job 
Decause of the higher temperatures in the 
car, it’s heavier to drive and it seems to roll 
and stand up on two wheels. Emerson Fitt 
paldi was very scared to roll it—he wouldn’s 
but he was really scared about seeing the 
car go up on two wheels. 

You have to forget the normal natural 
limit in yourself for a saloon car. You have to 
go a bit further until you really get close to 
the limit. After a while, a saloon car is not 
as bad as it feels at first. You can really 
sslide it (it does do funny things before that), 
but once you get to the edge it’s quite com: 
fortable and of course it needs a fair amount 
of strength. 

As a matter of interest, do you like seeing 
Grand Prix drivers taking part? 

I'm very glad as it provides more competi- 
tion and becomes higher rated. Also it's very 
‘good for the saloon car sport 

How and to what amount has the Capri 
changed? 

Well it's changed a lot, We have much 
wider tyres now, the suspension geometry 
at the front has changed and the steering is 
lighter than what it was (fortunately other- 
wise we wouldn't be able to handle it at 
all_any more with the wide tyres) 

Saloon cars today don't want to be sliding 
‘about as much as in the past. You have to 
drive them much smoother, like sports cars, 
‘although they still look spectacular. I remem- 
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ber when I started in 1969 that the days of 
sliding around were almost over because 
the GTA wasn't a good car to slide about 
whereas those BMW 2002s were really funny. 
When I drove the Schnitzer 2002 in 1970, i 
really liked to slide it about but you can’t 
drive saloons like that anymore. 
Ht a good thing It’s past, or is it gol 
away from what saloon ear racing should be 
Well it’s hard <o say what it should be. 


Saloon cars are getting more and more 
Interesting factory wise and these people 
have spent more money in saloon. cars 


than has ever been known. It has brought 
better drivers into the formula and generally 
changed the whole attitude, The cars are 
certainly more like racing cars than they 
have been before, and it's therefore good 
that they should ‘be running in the World 
Manufacturers’ Championship in. 1975, 
leaving the saloon car series for saloon cars, 

Have this year's results for Ford had any 
bearing on a smaller budget for next year? 

Not at all. Fortunately we had a very suc: 
cessful past so we could ‘afford to lose one 
Season. Actually we haven't lost the season 
in @ very obvious way. We've lost it because 
of the regulations. We didn't have che wings 
—maybe because we were too slow in 
thinking or too defensive in our policy—and 
BMW first had the 3.ltre, then 3.3 and 
3.5-litre engines, They had to do it 
knew they wouldn't. win otherwis 

ill running 29-litre engines, 

we made a much bigger step 
BMW because we are still eun- 
hing the same engines we used two years 
ago, but much better developed. We are now 
developing 330 bhp instead of 270 bhp. at 
the beginning of last year. This year I think 
4 lot of credit should go to our engine man 
Schutzbaken and to our chassis expert 
‘Ammerschlager 

But haven't Ford lost reliability with it? 

Sure, it's true. We did many experiments 
with lots of titanium things and sometimes 
there was faulty material. But we knew what 
it was. We could reduce it but then we 
would have lost 5-7 bhp which may not 
sound very much but That's not all of 
course; sometimes we had’ broken half-shafts 
and on occasions it's also been the drivers’ 
fault in over-revving the engines by missing 
gears etc 

Do you think BMW's publicity has there 
fore been over-exaggerated 

‘No I don't think it's over-exaggerated. It's 
quite logical really. They havent won very 
much in the past few years while Ford has 
dominated in all sorts of racing. All of a 
sudden there's another company coming in 
and everyone looks towards the new com- 
pany; you always have the people on your 
side the first time. For instance, I noticed 
that when we lost last year's six hour race 
at the Nurburgring people were screaming 


‘as they 
while 


Saloon cars don’t want to be sliding about as much as in the past,” says Mass 


and clapping their hands with BMW coming 
first. This year though was just the oth 

way round—BMW were on pole and 1 was 
first after one lap to see the same cheers 
being given for Ford. It's very good that 
another company had some success—it makes 
it more interesting and takes away some 
Of the pressure on our fairly new team 90 
that we can do a little bit more in the dark- 
ness and form better ideas for the future, 

Can you roughly say how much Ford have 
spent on G2 this year? 

Well you may not believe this, but I don’t 
have a bloody clue, Honestly I’ don't know 
how big our budget is—it might be a million 
marks, i¢ might be 1} million marks but it's 
certainly not as high as BMW's budget, It 
may sound funny but I have never asked 
how big the budget is—I just know how 
much T gett 

‘Are you interested in Group 1 racing and 
do you think it's a good thing ? 

No I don’t think t's a very good idea to 
see the British Touring Car Championship go 
for Group 1. A saloon car champion should 
already be a mature driver and you can't 
expect to have thac in Group 1 races, It’s 
fairly simple to drive a Group 1 car on its 
limit as you can see in Mexico races. Group 1 
should be a base for a driver to step into 
another class. As a Group 1 driver the 
chances for the future are pretty. small—I 
don't think he will be very" well accepted 
by big teams. I see the point that Group 1 
Provides good spectacular racing, but 1 really 
don't think it’s good to have the British 
‘Championship for Group 1. Group 1 is more 
for “boy racers.” 

Will you always keep a foot in ssloon car 
racing: 

Well in the new 1975 Manufacturers’ 
Championship for our type of cars, there 
won't be a Drivers’ championship but I'm 
sure 1 will still do some of the races. 1 
really enjoy saloon car racing, although 1 
like “driving single-seaters better. The new 
World Manufacturers" Championship really 
should be good—the 3-litre sports car scene 
is altogether pretty bad although this year 
has been quite lively—and anyway when a 
spectator sees a Gulf Mirage he hasn't a 
clue what it really is: In the meantime we 
(Ford) will still tbe ‘concentrating on the 
European G2 Championship and do a few 
of the important Manufacturers’ rounds. 

Would you like to branch out to NASCAR 
racing or something ? 

No. that's very different. 
once but not serious! 

‘What kind of mental and physical approach 
do you have to take for long-distance saloon 
car races? 

‘Mentally, I'm fairly all right I think! 1 
was always fairly fit as I was quite sporty 
in my younger days. But there are some 
drivers who aren't very fit and they have a 


Maybe for fun 
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JOCHEN MASS: 
“These cars are not made for 24 
the whole ‘season to. react thei 


best in races of around 4 to 6 
hours and then this same engine 
should do 24 hours. It’s non- 
sense.” 


point where they really tire and lose con- 
fentration and this can raise big problems. 
the Ford exercise programme helped us in 
the beginning with some good ideas and was 
also an advertising gimmick for Ford. The 
man we do it with, Gunter Traub, puts us 
through a kind of yoga and lots of mental 
training, and) we ‘do running and cross: 
country” skiing in the winter which all helps 

races. If you keep up your level 
. then it’s fairly simple sometimes 
to do a 24 hour race and be really fit after- 
wards, 

Do you enjoy the 24 hour type of races, 
Uke the Spa event ? 

No, I really hate ehe Spa 24 Hour r 
but I’ hated Le Mans more last year, for at 
Spa you at least have a chance of winning 
overall while at Le Mans we were just one 
of the fillers and it wasn't very pleasant 
I personally feel 24 hour races are rubbish. 
These cars are not made for 24 hour races. 
‘They are developed the whole season to reach 
their best In races of around 4 to 6 hours and 
then this same engine should do 24 hours. 


It’s nonsense. To develop back to make 
‘engines reliable for 24 hour races, just costs 
as much money as getting more horsepower. 

As a driver, when Is the worst part of 
a 24 hour race? 

Well, I think when night comes because 
Ym still thinking of the long night ahead 
and I seem to have driven many hours 
already. It's all right when the morning comes 

Do you get much sleep during 2 24 hour 

‘Actually I just rest, I never really sleep. 
This year was the first ume we had two 
sessions at a time for each driver at night. 
I didn’e fancy it too much because once I 
‘was out of the car for 3 hours, I found it very 
difficult to get. straight into ‘the car on the 
next stint so that for the first two or three 
laps I really had a problem to get into the 
thing; that problem isn't as bad when you 
change drivers more regularly. 

How dangerous are slowers cars in these 
type of races? 

Tt is a serious problem in some races, as 
seen in Spa this year. There, the slow’ Gi 
or G2 drivers have only done a few club 
races and then tackle this 24 hour event and 
all of a sudden are with the fast cars, On the 
other hand we are more experienced, ther 
fore there isn't the same problem when th 
Ferraris or Matras pass us at Le Mans some 
60 mph or 70 mph faster. 

‘Are you a strong safety man in motor 
racing ? 

For my part, I have carried out GPDA 
inspections "and I would rather help the 

isers. Some people will paint to certain 


things and say if that isn't done, even if it's 
impossible, then we won't race. I believe you 
sometimes have to compromise, but not all 
‘the time as then the organisers will never 
do it, But even if they do everything safety 
wise, it always depends on the people who 


perform the duties, as was shown at 
Zandvoort, 
But take the case of Rouen and Gerry 


Birrell’s accident. The organisers knew that 
the guardrail was just put into the ground. 
‘The GPDA inspector obviously didn't test 
it enough. Maybe it was dry at the time and 
the posts were newly Installed so it felt very 
stiff. But the rain soon loosens that and the 
Organisers knew it wasn't done properly 
when we arrived there and shook the guar: 
rail, it swung 100 metres in each direction, It 
was completely loose but they sald it's been 
Inspected by the GPDA and that it was our 
fault. They just don't have any clue of 
responsibility. 

‘So why race there? 

In a way I thought it was our fault it came 
this far as it had not been checked properly, 
But on the other hand you can't check every: 
thing for Christ's sake—I mean a driver can't 
check everything the mechanic does on his 

‘That's my biggest dislike in motor racing 
—the amateur way of some organisers. For 
example, at Albi scrutineering was in the 
town so the racing cars were driven on the 
road to queue up with boiling engines, suffer 
punctures and the like, It’s absolutely 
Fidiculous when there's so much money in 
motor racing for the organisers to do things 
ike that. 


BRANDS HATCH 


Jarvis wins 


are now really under wa 


Gerry Marshall's Vauxhall Firenza 
Jarvis’ Davrian-Carter Mk 5, the latter being 
the closest to breaking a lap record, being 
0.2 s away. Other winners were Geoff Gilkes 
In the Mini Seven race, Alan Rodgers in the 
up to sclal saloons, Syd Fox winnil 
the Formula Ford race for the Dartford Cup 
and John Homewood leading home a host of 
‘successful Imps. 

First to come under starter and ex-Vanwall 


4 


Bob Shepherd powers his Mini sideways in his efforts to catch Alan Rodgers' Vichers example. 


overall 


driver Tony Brooks’ flag were the TEAC Mini 
Sevens having their final round. Straight into 
the lead went David Sambell from the third 
position of the front row, closely followed 
by Alan Corbishley, Geoff Gilkes and Andy 
Devine, the latter getting by Gilkes briefly on 
the first lap. By lap two, Sambell, Corbishley 
and Gilkes had got themselves way out ahead 
of fourth man Martin Moorhead, for Devine, 
‘Anthony Westbrook and David Evans had ali 
tripped over one another at Paddock to retire. 
Lap three and Corbishley led, but Gilkes ws 

up a place on lap five, taking leader Corbish- 
ley two laps later at Paddock to win by 04 5. 
Poor Sambell would have been third but he 
was black flagged for a flapping bonnet, 
although he eventually finished fourth, behind 


Moorhead who had a lonely rai 
‘Next off where the Clubman's Super Sports 
boys who provided their usual dramatic rac 
First, “Richard Groombridge moved only a 
few yards off the front row with the diff gon’ 
and then Caldwell Smythe came up with 
Superb start only to. pull straight into the 
Side ‘with no clutch In the Gryphon. Mean- 
‘While, poleman Barry Foley had strea) 
the line in St Bruno to lead Alan White and 
Terry Cockerell in their U2-Holbay Mk Is 
Cockerell led White initially only to be forced 
‘into a huge long slide at Bottom Bend on 
lap three which ended against the Armco, 


so White took up second, to be seriously 
Challenged by “SuperNoel” Stanbury (Gry- 
phon-Holbay C73) on lap four. The challenge 
fasted behind our cartoonist for the rest of 
the race, but Noel 


jer got by. Behind, in 
‘8’ Gryphon, who had 
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NIGEL ROCKEY AND a rae 
’ RALLY CHAMPS % 
ON GOODYEAR | 


Driver Nigel Rockey and Navigator Paul White, are 
this year’s "Motoring News/Castrol Road Rally” 
Champions. 

And they owe much of their success toa keen tyre sense. 

They extensively used Goodyear 175 SR-13 Ultragrip 
Rally Specials for these events, and Nigel's comments 
echo his praise for the tyre. 


“On dry tarmac, controllability is first class. When 
driving on very slippery, wet tarmac lanes | have been 
amazed at the number of times that | have caught up with 
the opposition and then passed them. The tyres give me 
agreat deal of confidence” 


They also used the fantastic 180 SR-330/13 G.800 
Ultragnip Rally Specials for some of the latter stages in 
the Mexico Championship, and to quote Nigel. 


“These tyres are unbelievable on the stages, and now 
that have got used to them they suit the Mexico 
extremely well through the lanes. This tyre is an obvious: 
choice for all special stage events.” 

“Confidence” “Controllability” “an obvious choice” 
are words that Nigel used to describe the Rally 
Specials—we simply call it Tyrepower. If you want 
the confidence of Tyrepower, Good joodyear have arrange 
of rally tyres just right for your car. 


Ray Specs tig @ Snow wage 
aleecate RetySoecat Retype 
Yes 70sR-10 Y68/708R-10 


Formore detailed information on the Rally Range, 
‘see your local Goodyear dealer or write for a fully 
illustrated leafletto:— 

Car Tyre Department, 

The Goodyear Tyre & Rubber Co. (G.B.)Ltd., 

Bushbury, Wolverhampton WV10 6DH. 


GOODSYEAR | 
TYREPOWER 
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PRESS ON REGARDLESS RALLY 
Boyce’s convincing win 
after favourites fail 


By DOUG WOODS 


Pictures by BRIAN HILLIS 


POR winners Walter Boyce and Doug Woods in their Toyota Corolla 1600 Coupe. 


‘The Press On Regardless Rally, the United 
States qualifier for the World Rally Cham- 
plonship, was won in convincing fashion by 
Walter Boyce and Doug Woods driving = 
Toyola Corolla 1600 Coupe. Boyce drove an 
Almost faultless rally to finish over 24 m abead 
of Jim Walker/Terry Palmer (Volvo 1425) 
who In turn were some 11 m ahead of the 
Datsun 240Z of John and Carol Smiskol. 


more commonly known) proved on 
to be a demanding test of both driver 
car over the sandy but fast logging roads of 

Michigan, The format of this year's 
rally was very similar to that of last year, 
With @ 1700-mile route made up of 85 special 
Stages and a tight time schedule on the 
transport sections between the stages which 
allowed little time for anything but routine 
servicing. 

‘The rally started in Detroit on Thursday, 
November 1, and, after a number of spectator 
stages during the daylight, ran throughout the 
night in the Lower Peninsula of Michigan to 
fn overday stop at St Ignace. Friday night 

ye route covered the smooth and long stag 
of the Upper Peninsula, whi 
‘usually decided, to finish bac 
for another stopover. The last I 
fon Saturday night was concer 
Western half of the Lower Peninsula with the 
rally finishing Sunday morning in Alma. 

‘The POR is organised by the Detroit Region 
of the Sports Car Club of America under the 

dance of rally chairman John Campbell 
Previously, the rally had been sponsored by 
Total gasoline, however, after last year's rally 
Total withdrew their sponsorship leaving the 
POR Organisers without a major sponsor, 
which meant that some of the “frills” nor- 
mally associated with a World Championship 
qualifier were missing, and all of the work 
done for the rally was on a purely volunteer 
basis, but still the event was well organised 
and worthy of inclusion in the Championship. 
‘The organisers had received some financial 
backing from Cooper (Kleber) Tyres and many 
‘competitors were running for the first time on 
these tyres which proved to be most com- 
petitive. 

‘Observing the POR on behalf of the FIA 
were Alexandre Dardoufas, the organiser of 
the Acropolis Rally, and” Bob Hanna from 
‘Canada. With the Canadian Rally of the Rideau 


Lakes, having just received world status, it is 
hoped that their report on the POR will be 
8 favourable one, in order that two Champion 
Ship events can be held in North America 
Within & few weeks of each other in 1974, 
thus enabling European competitors to tackle 
both rallies on the same trip. 

For the first time, practising of the entire 
route (except the spectator stages) was per- 
mitted and many a rally car was seen in the 
north woods prior to the rally. In general, 
this was the first time American competitors 
had Used notes In the rally and most wei 
only ‘noting the bad corners and crests 

who had rallied outside of 
‘were using more comprehen- 


sive pace notes 

“After their surprise win last year, the four- 
wheel drive American Motors Jeeps of Gene 
Henderson/Ken Pogue and Erhard Dahm/Tom 
Grimshaw had to be considered as pre-rally 
favourites. Dahm was driving one of the 
1972 Wagoneers while Henderson had a brand 
new and untried Jeep Cherokee which is both 
Smaller and lighter than the Wagoneer. Both 
Vehicles were entered by Competition Limited, 
a rally accessory company run by Henderson. 

‘After Harry Kallstrom’s fine performance 
last year in a works Lancia Fulvia, conside 
able ‘interest’ had been aroused when Fiat 
‘entered two 124 Spider Abarths for Paganelli/ 
Russo. and Aaltonen/Davenport. However, 
both entries were withdrawn just prior to 
the rally, bitter disappointment to the 
Organisers and the spectators who were hoping 
to see the Italian cars for the first time in 
Michigan. Similarly, a Porsche Carrera entered 
by Walter Roehtl never materialised which 
left the three car team of Polski Fiats as the 
only European competitors. Driving these cars 
were Robert Mucha/Ryszard  Zyszkowski, 
‘Andrzej Jaroszewicz/Jan Wojtyna and Marek 
‘Varisella/Janina Jedynak. Paull Toivonen had 
originally been down to drive one of the Fiat 
but after testing the car in Europe decided 
it was not competitive enough and was re- 
placed in the team by Varisella. The Poles also 
Brought a full’ complement of service 
vehicles_and personnel with them to the 
United States and throughout their stay im- 
pressed everyone with their friendliness and 
Sportsmanship. 

‘The only other driver from outside North 
America was two-time Safari winner Edgar 
Herrmann from Kenya, teamed with Joe 


LeBeau in a Subaru GL Coupe. After winning 
their class in 1972, Subaru (through Dart Per- 
formance) had entered four cars, three 1300 
GLs (one of which Herrmann was driving) and 
‘4 1400 GL for Canadians Randy Black and 
Tom Burgess. 

ing tipped at the start as the man to 
watch was John Buffum in his new 205 bhp 
Escort 'RS1600. John had led Kallstrom the 
previous year for 14 stages until he rolled 
When the steering wheel came off his car in 
{2 hairpin corner. His past reputation for fast 
but erratic driving has earned him the nick- 
name of “ Stuffum" Bufflum and both Buffum 
and co-driver Wayne Zitkus were determined 
this year to cross the finish line in Alma, 
Three-time POR winners Scott Harvey and 
Ralph Beckman were driving the Team Harco 
Dodge (Mitsubishi) Colt while Chrysler Cor 
poration had entered another Colt for former 
POR winner Tom Samida and Brian Fox. Jim 
Walker (who is considered by many to be the 
best rally driver in the United States) was 
teamed with Terry Palmer in a very fast Volvo 
1425 while Datsun was represented in the top 
runners by the 510 1800SSS of former clerk 
of the course Bob Hourihan with Gerry Phillips 

ting and the 2402 of husband and wil 

team John and Carol Smiskol. 

Canadian interest in the POR was con- 
siderably less than in previous years, perhaps 
due to the Canadian Championship having 
been hard-fought throughout the year and 
‘most of the top drivers had finished the season 
with very tired rally cars. Nevertheless, ex: 
patriate Finn, Talsto Helnonen and John 
Bellefleur were driving a new 190 bhp Stein- 
metz Opel Manta entered by More Opel ( 
American distributor of Opel performance 
parts) and Toyota Canada had provided four. 
time Canadian Champions Walter Boyce and 
Doug Woods with their usual Toyota Corolla 
1600 Coupe. After his win in the Rally of 
the Rideau Lakes ier In the year, Boyce 
was hoping for = good performance’ in the 
POR which is the only major rally in North 
‘America which he had not won. 

"The remainder of the entry list was filled 
out by an assortment of cars including Dat- 
Suns (easily the most popular car in the 
rally), Flats, Opels, a Ford Shelby GT350, « 
Chevrolet Corvette, a Lancia Fulvia HF and 
even an ex-works ‘Alpine. In all there were 
65. entries, 58 of whom started the rally. 

‘The rally began with a stage on Belle Isle, 
fan Island in downtown Detroit which is cri 
Crossed with tarmac roads and bridle paths, 
The stage ‘predominantly tarmac 
with a of slippery mud track 
and the finish just over a hump-back bridge. 
Racing tyres were banned for this stage, 
but Scott Harvey using some very wide street 
tyres was fastest by four hundredths (timing 
‘on the rally was done to the hundredth of @ 
minute and not to the second) from Buffur 


stages before the 
the Lower Peninsula. The purpor 
spectator stages was to provide an oppor- 
tunity for the general public to see a stage 
without having to travel great distances to 
the north woods, and to foster an interest in 
rallying which, until now, has not been a 
spectator sport in the USA. The first stage 
‘motocross track in Lansing which was 
extremely muddy and covered with large 
Water holes. It should have provided the 
4WD Jeeps with an opportunity to build up 
lead in such slippery conditions, but in 
fact Boyce won the stage, much to the sur- 
prise of the Jeeps who themselves were start- 
Ing to have engine troubles. On the way 
to the next stage, Harvey's Colt blew an oll 
line but he needn't have worried since the 
stage was impassible and was cancelled. Next 
‘was an incredibly twisty stage in Alma which 
cut up very quickly, much to the delight of 
the Jeep drivers who finished one-two. 

‘Once these artificial stages had been run, 
the route headed north to a series of four 
stages which changed the complexion of the 

‘completely. The two Jeeps were having 
Serious engine problems, and first Erhard 
Dahm pulled over with a blown engine while 
Gene Henderson did likewise on the next 
stage. However, the real story was Walter 
Boyce who began to fly over the stages and 
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‘Tom Samida/Brian Fox Dodge Colt at the humped-back bridge on Belle Isle. 


Jim Walker's Volvo 142. 


up @ lead which he was never to re- 
ish or even have seriously challenged for 
Behind Boyce, 


ing quite a battle for second place until 
Heinonen hit a tree after breaking a front 


their rally was over. After installing a new 
engine the night before the rally, Jim Walker 
was forced to drive his Volvo at less than 
his normal speed but was still staying in touch 
with the leaders. The Subaru team suffered a 
blow when first Randy Black blew a head 
gasket, and then Edgar Herrmann had a 
throttle cable break and was forced to drive 
with a hand throttle until it could be repaired. 
In fact, Herrmann was slowed throughout the 
rally by continual throttle breakages. John 
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Buffum had been driving a very conservative 
rally in an attempt to finish, but when he 
began to speed up he left the road on a bad 
corner, doing little damage to the car but 
jing the engine. When he pushed the 
jer button, nothing happened, and after 
jooking under the hood for 15 minutes it was 
a very embarrassed John Buffum who dis- 
Covered that the reason the engine would not 
fire was that the ignition switch was off! As 
night progressed, the roads became very 
‘wet and slippery, but they did not slow down 
Boyce who was pushing his Toyota to fastest 
time stage after stage and was easily equalling 
Or beating the stage times set last y 
Harry Kallstrom in the works Lanci 
end of the first night Boyce led with a penalty 
of 106.22 m from the Datsun of Hourihan/ 
Phillips (111.98), the Harvey/Backman Colt 
(115,53), the Smiskol's 240z (117-23) and the 
Walker/Palmer Volvo (118.02). 

‘The Upper Peninsula of Michigan is really 
the heart of the POR rally. The stage mileage 
‘on the second night is equal to that of the 
rest of the rally and a good performance on 
this section can move a competitor up several 
positions in the standings. The stages a 
Tong and smooth and in past years snow has 
been @ common occurrence. There was some 
snow this year but in general the roads were 
clear but still very slippery from rain the 
Previous week. 

After breaking in his engine the first night, 
Jim Walker began a determined drive for 
Second place. He soon passed both Smiskol 
and Harvey into third place and was closing 
fast on the second placed Hourihan/Phillips 
Datsun. However, he inherited second when 
the Datsun left the road, on a very rutted 
stage being run for the second time, and got 
hopelessly ‘stuck in the deep sand. It was a 
sad end to a very good drive by Hourihan 
‘who had been using his incredible local know- 


ledge of Michigan rally roads to good effect. 
Not long after this, Walker had a battery 
cable break loose and a starter motor fail 
but still retained his second place ahead of 
Harvey's ‘Dodge Colt. Also driving very 
quickly the second night was John Buffum 
who was making the most of his Escort’s 
horsepower on the smooth, wide-open stages 
to move up in the standings from fourteenth 
to sixth, Although they were not very fast, 
all three Polski Fiats were running strongly 
(the best of them being Mucha/Zyszkowski) 
and looked certain of winning the manufac 
turer's team prize, Walter Boyce was finding 
his new Dunlop Mk II rally tyres to be ideal 
for the stage surfaces in the Upper Peninsula 
and continued to set fastest times with 
Walker not far behind. With two nights of 
the rally completed Boyce led at 304.96 m 
from Walker (323.51), Harvey (332,11) and 
Smiskol (334.37). 

With first place virtually decided and the 
other top positions secure, one would have 
thought the third night would be very un- 
eventful. Such was not the case for many 
cars were starting to feel the strain of two 


in mid-stage with no oil. 
Boyce’s service crew had to change 
strut and tighten 

Teading Toyota was also having intermittent 
Highting failures and the driving lights had 
to be wired directly to the battery bypassing 
the relays and switches. The stages in the 
‘western half of the Lower Peninsula are twisty 
Dut smooth and John Buffum was making 
another bid to gain on the leaders, He had 
no trouble passing the Datsun 160SSS of 
John Rodgers into fifth place but he had 


Uttle hope of catching the Smiskol's 2402 
which was being driven quickly and having @ 
trouble-free run, 

The last fiv 


stages were probably the 


n pec 
had just replaced a burst heater hose 
Walker who broke an alternator bolt and 
drove to the finish with only one light. At 
the finish in Alma, the cars ran the same 
spectator stage again but this time in reverse 
order of position such that Boyce was the 
last car over the stage and on to the finish- 
ing ramp. Prior to this stage, Scott Harvey's 
Colt was excluded from the rally for using 
‘a non-homologated strut brace which res 

Bufftum moving 
up @ position into third and fourth respec: 
tively. 

‘At the finish, the main topics of conversa: 
tion were Boyce's domination of the rally and 
the future of the POR as a World Champion- 
ship event, There is no question that the 
rally is one of the most challenging in the 
Championship series, with an excellent route, 
efficient controls with perfect watches and 
scorers. who always provide up-to-date and 
accurate results. However, without a major 
Sponsor and ful 
the polish and. finess 
qualifiers and it is hoped that the Fl 
realise the potential of the POR and the bene- 
At of having two World Championship ralli 
in North America in 1974. 

‘As for Boyce, he proved to everyone present 
that he is without question the best rally 
driver in North America and at 27 years of 
‘age has now won every major International 
rally on the continent. How long will it be 
before he is provided with a compeitive ride 
in Europe ? 
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The Toyota Collection 


of winners. 


‘Toyota (GB) Limited, 320 Purley Way,Ceuydor 


Surrey CRO 4XJ.01-681 1921 
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'(Gq) Where to see and buy your 
TOYOTA 
IN YORKSHIRE 


FRANK SENIOR 
LTD. 


STANLEY ROAD, WAKEFIELD 
Tel: Wakefield (0924) 73493/4 


MAIN DISTRIBUTORS OF 
TOYOTA IN YORKSHIRE 


@), READING 
“= TOYOTA CENTRE 
For Toyota in Berkshire 


569-575 BASINGSTOKE ROAD 
READING 


I: 0734 81278 


Most models available 
Demonstrations welcome! 


GARAGE LTD. 
TAWNEY ST, BOSTON 


TOYOTA DISTRIBUTORS FOR 
LINCOLNSHIRE 


Most models in stock for immediate delivery 


Tel : Boston (0205) 2775 or 61243 
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watch this space ‘coz we'll have it first 


‘A Renault Alpine at speed at the TAP Rally. Alpine have already won the manufacturers title and have entered the RAC for prestige. 


RALLY 


OF GREAT BRITAIN 


Who will win? 


By JOHN DAVENPORT 


Last year a Ford Escort driven by 
Englishman won the RAC Rally. If you had 
asked anyone before the event who was going 
to win, they would almost certainly have said 
that as in the ten previous years it was 
bound to be a Scandinavian. With that Nordic 
Myth a bit battered by the boisterous Mr 
Clark, we had better be more open minded 
this year. 

It could be that Roger Clark can complete 
another terrific season of British rallying and 
pull off the double to emulate such greats 
3 Tom Trana and Harry Kallstrom. It is not 
Deyond the realms of possibility for Clark is 
on great form and has a car equally quick 
and ‘well-prepared to his winning car of last 
year. However, one never likes to bet on a 
Second-time winner especially when his team 
mates, Hannu Mikkola and Timo Makinen 
have the same cars and plenty of determin. 
ation themselves to beat the cheeky chappie. 
Though they have different sponsorship, their 
cars are identical under the skin and’ since 
last_year boast 50 mm Weber carburetors 
instead of the injection that Clark and 
Makinen had and the 45 DCOEs of Mikkola. 


20 


A Jot of work has gone into the suspension 
of the Escorts since last year and though they 
have rejected coll spring rears and. other 
sophistclated gadgets for the time being. the 
overall suspension is lower due to a. higher 
sump guard fitting and the ride is softer 
Against the 220 bhp plus of the Escorts, 
only’ the Datsun 240Zs and the BMWs can 
come up with anything like the same power 
reliably teansmitted to the road. The Datsun 
team is now a very formidable bunch with 
Tony Fall_and Harry Kallstrom being joined 
by Chris Sclater to drive three fuel injected 
240zs. Already a week or so has been 
spent on testing as anyone would know who 
had watched Wheelbase on Tuesday, and it 
has had its results. First the injection 
system works well with no hesitation and 
though the overall power is not much greater 
than’ on carburetors, the drivers report that 
it picks up better. The brakes have also 
come in for attention and they hope that at 
last enough of them have been transferred to 
the rear of the cars to make them driveable 
on unseen roads at speed. They have been 
trying tyres as well and it was a bit of a 


blow to Dunlop Japan to discover that the 
big cars were quicker round thelr test track 
fon Klebers than on the. latest. slant-eyed 
Dunlop, but at least this blow to the pride 
may have some effect before the rally. For 
Kallstrom it is his first ride in a big Datsun 
but his driving ‘alent, though sometim« 

elusive, could tame the beast and bring it 
to a strong finish, 

For the BMWs, it is another story for they 
are rather unused as a team to this sort of 
rallying. Achim Warmbold Is a rising talent 
of real worth but so far his victories have 
permitted 
rally may be the 
test that will prove his skill, but for his 
team-mate, Bjorn Waldegaard, no such proof 
Is needed though the RAC Rally win has 
always eluded him. So many times has he 
been here with a tired end-of-season Porsche 
and led until he retired with a broken car, 
but now the BMW may give him the chance. 
Compared with the Escort. the BMW is heavy 
and less manoeuvrable but its 16 valve 
Schnitzer engine is every bit the match of the 
BDA Ford and seems to have much more 
torque. BMW have been doing a lot of 
suspension testing with Bilstein and now 
reckon to have their initial problems cured, 
Indeed, Martin Braungart, the engineer 
responsible for the success of the 
coupés has been working on the rai 
Since the end of the Silverstone touring ci 
race and has been out on the Austrian. and 
San Remo rallies to see the cars in action, 
BMW also have a new team manager, Rainer 
Bratenstein, which means that their most 
recent efforts have been better co-ordinated 
than sometimes in the past. 

There is no better combination for the RAC 
Rally than Scandinavians in Scandinavian 
cars and when you learn that Stig Blomqvist, 
Per Eklund and Simo Lampinen are all driving 
works Saabs backed up by Tapio Rainio in 
a Saab Finland car, then you must realise 
that hopes are high for a Saab victory. The 
cars are less powerful than their opponents 
but they have more than last year since the 
new cylinder heads were homologated for the 
V4 engine. Certainly on the 1,000 Lakes 
and in Austria, Blomqvist showed that he is 
@efinitely one ‘of the fastest drivers in the 
world while Eklund’s talent is maturing too. 
Lampinen has been principally a Lanci 
driver for the past three years but he hi 
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kept his hand in with 
was rewarded with a win on the 
Rally last year so he is no slowcoach either. 
‘The question for the Saab is one of condi 
tions; if these other cars have it dry or just 
damp so that they can put their power to the 
road, then the Saab is struggling, but let it 
get just @ look at some snowy stages or a 
bit of fog and mist and then the terms are 
more equal 

‘With more power than the Saabs are the 
Opel Asconas but until now they have never 
really been a problem on the RAC Rally. Ove 
Eriksson was second in 1970 to Kalistrom's 
Lancia but that has been the best result to 
date, Now they have the crossflow engine 
land about 190 bhp and a little more weight, 
not only from their Swedish Dealer Team 
But also from the German factory. Participa- 
tion Is still not official but Helmuth Bein 
does work for Opel and takes a great interest 
in the Irmscher Tuning Asconas which will 
be driven by Walter Rohrl and — Rauno 
Aaltonen, Roh#l has been giving Munari quite 
‘a chase in the European championship this 
year and’ Aaltonen's talents are so. well 
Charted that It is not profitable to repeat 
them, but if there Is to be @ winner in an 
Ope! ‘then it will probably be a Swedish 
driven either by the burly Eriksson or the 
fascetic-looking Anders Kullang who has al- 
ready shown his speed on the Scottish Rally. 

‘Still with the Swedes, there are the (wo 
Toyota “drivers, Ove Andersson and Leif 
Asterhag. The former is well known and is 
the official works driver for this team but 
he has recruited into it the extremely fast 
young Mr Asterhag for this one event. The cars 
are two Celicias but still using the 1600 cc 
engine so that the power Is down near the 
155 bhp mark and their chances of outright 
victory rest principally with other people's 
retirements as a result 

Perhaps the most damaging blow to Nordic 
pride would be if a Frenchman won the rally 
and that is not so unlikely either. There are 
two Renault Alpines here for Jean-Luc 
‘Therier and Jean-Pierre Nicolas whose results 
a0 far this year have clinched the World 
Championship ttle for their employers. 
Therier is undisputed master of the unseen 
as far as the French are concerned and he 
normally practises so little for even the most 
major events that he is already used to 
going flat-out and not knowing where the 
Foad. goes. The cars are not really the most 
Suitable for the forest going but they are 
‘agile with 170 bhp from their 1800 cc engines 
{© power their light fibreglass bodies. They 
are also extremely reliable and have been 
developed to the point where they can win 
almost any kind of rally no matter how 
rough or smooth. The only thing counting 
‘against them is their relative lack of experi 
fence at this sort of rallying, both from the 
point of view of the driver and of the rest 
of the team. However, Therier adapts fast 
‘and Nicolas is quick but cautious so that be- 
tween them, they could well add points to 
Alpine's already large ¢otal 


FE ARALLY 
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Fiat 1800 Spyders witl be driven by Verini and Barbasio, Below: Ove Andersson testing his 
RAC Toyota Celica late last week. 


‘STAPLETON MOTORS LTD 
279/289 
HOLLOWAY ROAD, 
LONDON, N7 
Tel: 01-607 5851 


Chrysler Dealer team 


_ 
TLLUSTRATED BY David Tremain 


HENRY STREETER 


AUTOMOTIVE LTD 
91/99 
ELMERS END ROAD, 
BECKENHAM, KENT 
Tel: 01-778 2251 
Chrysler Dealer team 


HERBERT ROBINSON 
NEWMARKET ROAD, 
CAMBRIDGE 
Tel: Cambridge 59151 


Chryster Dealer team 


\ 


CANTERBURY MOTOR 


co. LID 
THE PAVILION. 
CANTERBURY 
Tel: 0227 63232 
Chrysler Dealer team 


LYNE, FRANK & 


WAGSTAFF 
LONDON ROAD, 
ENFIELD, MIDDLESEX 
Tel: 01-363 1203 
Chrysler Dealer team 
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exoerts 


THIS IS AN ADVERTISING GUIDE TO CHRYSLER 
RALLY EXPERTS. THE FOLLOWING COMPANIES 
PROVIDE SPECIFIC SERVICES TO ROAD AND RALLY 
CARS. FURTHER DETAILS MAY BE OBTAINED FROM 
THE LISTED ADDRESSES. 


1 om cooLeRs AND DRY sump | 2 
LL BROS LTD 
enatings Anne esTALL BROS ti Worcs 
Mocat oil cooling equipment. aren" 


THINK AUTOMOTIVE LTD, 


1a 
Southall Niddhovex” 
Tek: 01-574 4652/3 


AALEYBARS 
London, ‘Sawston, Cambs 
Tee” sSeratons (ous03) S87 


5 scormanp 
Cibié distributors in Scotland 


6 NAVIGATOR'S: i EQUIPMENT 
a 


Ordnance Survey meh Wat, & inch 


SPORTSTUNE (Accessories) 


Trade enquiries invites 


Tech Del Sumpguard 


Minilite wheels. Both os used by 


George Hartwell Ld, 
Yeading ‘ally and race teams, the 
a HOLDENHURST ROA ROAD, BOURNEMOUTH =| world over. 
Tel. BOURNEMOUTH 26566 ‘Tech-Del Ltd 


CONTACT MONTY PETERS FOR 
FULL DETAILS OF OUR RACE AND 
RALLY SERVICE 


ROY THOMPSON LTD. 
130 uD 

3REAT WESTERN ROAD, BURFORD STREET, 
ABERDEEN ABS 2NA HODDESDON, HERTS 
Tel: Aberdeen 52391 Tel: Hoddesdon 69697 
Chrysler Dealer team Chrysler Dealer team 


TOWER CENTRE GARAG! 


R.J. RATE LTD. 


CASTLES MOTOR CO. | McKENZIES MOTORS HOGG LANE SERVICE 
37 WARWICK ROAD. 


STATION, 
arp. CARUSLE CAl 1EF 


ABBEY LANE, HOGG LANE, GRAYS, 
‘Tek 0228 25177 
LEICESTER ESSEX 
Tek: 0533 61501 Chrysier Dealer team peta) 


Chrysler Dealer tam 


ever. 
a 
<> | | 


AUTOSPORT, NOVEMBER 15, 1973 


23 


RAC Rally guide —route 


Ee aRALY 


continued from page 21 


The entry from Italy js the only disappoint 
ing thing in the rally for we have only two 
Fits and those in the hands of Sergio 
Bi >and Maurizio Verini while the real 
chargers, Pinto and Paganelli are left 
Twice winners of the RAC, Lancia n 
other fish 


Amilcare Ballestrierl 
‘One could go enumerating the drivers who 
could win the RAC. Rally. 197: 


Markku Alen who may just surprise us all 
and a lot of the other Escort drivers as well 
Gunnar  Blos 


stop and try to answer the 
Initial question 

Of course the true answer Is that it can't 
be correctly answered until Wednesday 
November 21, but let's say that Roger Clark, 
Stig Blomqvist, Jean-Luc Therler and Hannu 


TELEPHONE INFORMATION 


London: 01-246 8020 
Leeds: 0532 8031 
Chester : 0244 34567 


Adrian Boyd—Lombard and Ulster Escort. 


AUTOSPORT, NOVEMBER 15, 1973 


NOVEMBER 17 


ENTRY 
so/3a7e14 


131/081966 


Giasshametan 
S311 fed Usm 


$823 <Fenmachno South 118/787500 
8828 Fenmachna North bs 


128 /236042 
125 /eose36 


Two — 131/709086 
ia/araere 


fEshoit 
Greed 
Bunnerdal 


8882 Balunton’ 
8853. Drumjohn 
NOVEMBER 20 
3839 “a1 


(62/262409 
9/293508 


¢9/380180 
3e/easaa1 
Fe/eauas 
F8/053800 


70/723805 


é 
Eitban 


94/079309 


tH 
Nwykeham 93/943889 
“Bron Si/oeaaes, 


North = 

by ‘South 92/ajeea2 
33/3722 

82/797950 


AUTOSPORT, NOVEMBER 15, 1973 


RAC Rally guide —route 


eur 
97/3640 


131/i00806 


31 
§ 


100 /S59590 
128/234670 
1Bferoees 


3131/0519 
133/aoaet6 


96/196305 
sor/azeoss 


7 


09/284300 
e/ars909 


71/776 


93/990900 
Si/aaanse 


92/a7enne 
Segoe 
$3/767907 


BBBSBeeRgeeERseeges sHesBssse sess 


SBSSBe88 SBSSESSSBEges SessBsseeeHesses 


ARRIVAL 
min 


o36 
1a 
ie 
His 
133 
Bis 


ponees 


RERSRLSRTRBSLREY SRRBER 


8B 


See paeeeecssuanses: 


SRengEss BREEHEBSREES 


weno ott 
erasess BeESe 


sekkeRes 


3839 
i338 


9.08 


: 


eesseareons 
abebsherecy, 


easee 


FE aRALLY 


Spectating 
in Wales 


The Forestry Commission are getting switched 
on to the fact that a lot of people turn out to 
watch the RAC Rally even in the night and 
they have started to expand their spectator 
facilities, especially in the realm of car park- 
ing. This year, they have arranged for four 
major car’ parks for spectators to cater for 
1,450 cars, These are the locations and facili- 
ties available. At most of them, there will be 
marshals and Forestry men to tell you where 
to park and which way to walk to find the 
rally. The times given are of the earliest time 
for car number one and If you want to get in 
position to see the leaders, you should reckon 
on being at the car park’ at Jeast one hour 
before that 

1, Dovey. Sunday, 0027 hours. Car park 
for ‘250 cars. Turn off A4084 to Aberangell 
(116/845099) keep straight on through 
lodge gates and parking starts immediately. 
Cost “lp. There are two stages in 
Dovey Forest and the competitor access 
Ison the west side of the forest’ near 
Corris. Spectators are asked to avoid this. 
There is a passage control at Cross Foxes 
if they want to see the cars static and another 
one in Machynlleth municipal car park. 

2. Coed-y-Brenin. Sunday, 01.26 hours. Car 
park for 450 cars. Go to Pont Dolgyfeiliau 
orth of Ganllwyd on the A487 (116/721269) 
and turn off to the north-west. You will be 
sing the rally route in the opposite direction 
to the rally cars for 500 yards so arrive early! 
‘After 500 yards, turn hairpin left and park 
Under the instructions of the marshals, Cost 
10p. You are asked to avoid trying to watch 
the rally south of Ganllwyd where the rally 
route crosses the A487. 

3. Penmachno. Sunday, 0218 hours. Car 
park for 500 cars. Rather than try to describe 
the exact location of this park, the Forestry 
Commission has set up an information point 
at 107/793508 which is on the 84406 at the 
entrance to Penmachno village approaching 
from the north. Here you may pay your 10p 
and get_a map of where you have to go to 
park and where you will find the rally, You 
are specifically asked ‘to approach from the 
north as the rally cars will be using the 
approach from the south. They will also be 
using the last quarter of a mile of this B4406 
between the Woolen Mills and the Conway 
Falls Hotel so arrive early so as not to meet 
them head on. 

'¢. Radnor. Sunday, 09.52 hours. Car park 
for 250 cars, Enter the forest from the A488 
west of Bleddfa at 128/189683 and follow the 
marshal’s instructions. Cost 10p. This is the 
only daylight one and will be the most popular 
so arrive early $0 as not to be disappointed. 
There Is no possibility of getting mixed up 
with the rally cars. 

‘Wherever you go to watch in Wales, re- 
member that it pays to be early not only 
because you will then get a proper chance 
to see the stars in action but because the 
harrow roads cannot stand spectator traffic 
at the same time as rally traffic. There are 
service cars on the main roads trying to get 
through to somewhere else and if you hinder 
them or the rally cars, you are helping to 
spoil the rally which is your entertainment. If 
you have to park on a road, do it sensibly to 
Teave plenty of room for two-way traffic, 
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EaRALY 


Prominent 


British drivers 


49 Paul Faulkner FORD 


73 George Hill VAUXHALL 


2 


1 Roger Clark, FORD 


5 Harry Kallstrom. DATSUN 


J 


Sy Guu > 


10 Rauno Aaltonen, OPEL 11 Achim Warmbold. BMW 12 Ove Eriksson. OPEL 


17 Tony Fall. DATSUN 


ms 


39 Marie Claude Beaumont. 


20 Andrew Cowan. FORD 22 Chris Sclater. DATSUN 25 Adrian Boyd. FORD 
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FIT CORK 20 RALLY 


Surprise win in Ireland 
for Buckley/Caplice 


‘Taking the lead carly on the second day of 
this two-day event, Gerry Buckley and John 
Caplice of Kanturk, in the famous ex-Billy 
Coleman tatty Escort, were the surprise 

‘Cork 
20 Rally, held on November 3/4. Coleman 
himself, now mounted In the ex-Selater Escort 
RS, looked a certain victor until he left the 
road early on Sunday, letting his cousin score 
a win in this, one of the richest non-Inter- 
ational rallies in Ireland. Thanks to generous 
sponsorship from Fit Tyre Services, the total 
prize fund stood at £850, with £150 to the 
overall winner and most of the remainder 
being well distributed among six classes, In 
‘addition to special bonus awards for the first 
three Chrysler and Ford cars home. The rally 
was the sixth of seven rounds In the Irish 
‘Shell-BP National Rally Championship, and 


the drivers’ 
Poole, the third driver to take the champlon- 
ship during the seven years of its existence. 
‘The battle In the navigators section was 
between five ‘and four of these are 
stilt In with a chance of going into the final 
event, 

‘The 82-strong entry was headed by three 
times winner Billy Colem: ing his first 
outing In the ex-Sclater Escort, purchased 
shortly before the event. This dispelled the 
strong Carrera rumours which had been in 
circulation during the previous few weeks. 
Coleman was accompanied by Frank 
‘O'Donoghue, who was one of five navigators 
‘till In with a chance of taking the champion~ 
ship, Dessie McCartney/Drexel Gillespie had 
thelr Carrera at 2, this being the car which 
they took to second place on the Manx, while 
another Cork crew were behind them Creg 
O'Gorman/Leo Whyte (Escort TC). The newly 
‘built Escort RS of Pat McCourt/Derek Smyth 
followed, ahead of the similar car of Demmy 
Fitzgerald/Sean Hanley, with the cheeky Imp 
‘entered by Chrysler Dealer Team Ulster for 
Robin Eyre-Maunsell and Peter Scott at 6. John 
Keating/Nicky Condon had their Escort RS 
at 7, followed by the highest BLMC product, 
the hightwaight Cooper S of Ron and Irene 
Neely, another Escort driven by Mick Dolan/ 
Jimmy Stewart (forsaking their Chevron B8), 
‘and the Carrera of Gerry Forde/Joe Reynolds, 
another maiden outing. British interests were 
‘well represented, with no less than 16 entries 
from across the water, headed by the Crystals 
of Hull Escort RS2000 for Harold Morley/ 
Peter Bryant, who had been left out of the 
original seeded list, and were given No. 23 
when Rory Muleahy non-started. Malcolm 
Harvey-Ross and Neil Inizo-Jones were Porsche 
9118 mounted at 16, while Victor Carlisle and 
Richard Smith had their Alpina BMW 2002. 

The format of the route had 11 forestry 
stages on Saturday afternoon and evening. 
with the remaining 12 on closed tarmac 
roads on Sunday. This proved especially 
Popular with service crews, who were thus 
Spared the chore of changing back and forth 
from racers to rough tyres several times. The 
start was scheduled for 1430 on Saturday. 
and thanks largely to the connection between 
Fit Tyre Services and Goodyear, no less a 
person than Ronnie Peterson acted as starter, 
as well as doing some of the route in a 
Course car. After some panics in the afternoon 
Cork traffic, the field found its way to the first 
‘Stage at Watergrasshill, a 4-miler, which was 
both fast and smooth. Here the day's first 
retirement was posted when Creg O'Gorman 
‘slid off on a long, tightening left hander. 
getting the car wedged on top of a tree stump. 
Best time went to Fitzgerald, 1 5 ahead of 
Keating and Gerry Buckley/John Caplice, in 
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Coleman's old Escort. SS2, Glendine Bridge, 
was another fast one, but was shortened to 
2 miles, Here Coleman showed that he meant 
business, but Buckley kept him close company. 
‘The same pattern emerged on the third forest, 
but Coleman had all of 11 s to spare this 
time. This pair then proceeded to’ dominate 
the next few stages, with Pat McCourt 
getting an occasional look in, as did the left 
hand drive Schnitzer BMW 2002 of Arnie 
Poole/Kenny Johnstone, who were deeply 


Ronnie Peterson flags away Creg O'Gorman. 


involved in the National Championship 
struggle, and Dessie McCartney. However, as 
daylight’ changed to dusk and then darkne: 

f@ Dlanket of fog descended, making things 
very trying, and affecting some drivers more 
than others. McCartney, obviously conscious 
of the value of his car, eased right back, as 
did Gerry Forde, while Robin Eyre-Maunsell's 
press-on style was well suited to the condi- 
tions. John Tansey/Rea Inglis (Alpina BMW 
2002) had an off on the sixth stage, costing 
‘all of 20 minutes, while road penalties began 
to play a part in the results as crews arrived 
it the second service area and petrol stop, 
‘at Killavullen. Gareth Jones 

Liewellyn, over from Glamorgan in the Rally 
Sport Escort RS1700, had to have their exhaust 
welded, but apart from this were going well. 

"The final four stages of the first day 
included two in Ballyhoura, the first of which 
was taken by Coleman, while the husband and 
wife team of Mick and Anne O'Connell were 
fastest on the second by a bare second from 
Harold Morley’s Escort RS2000, which was 
putting up a consistent series of good times, 
Without being spectacular. For the last two 
Stages, the fog was, if anything. getting worse, 
‘and again, Coleman and O'Connell were the 
men to” beat. Sean Campbell/Brendan 
‘McConville (Escort RS) were another pair to 
motor along nicely, appearing in third place 
on a couple of stages, while some of the 
faster men had their ups and downs. Overnight 
placings were : Coleman 951 s; Morley 1017 s; 
Campbell 1028s; Buckley 1067 s;_Eyre- 
‘Maunsell 1092 s; and Noel Smith/Paul Phelan 
(Escort RS) 1108 5. The latter pairing, was 
‘quite a last minute arrangement, when Ricky 
Foott very sportingly stood down in order to 
give Phelan a drive, in a bid to retain his 
Ravigator's title. 

‘One of the more surprising aspects of the 
first day's Tun was the low retirement rate 
‘among the early numbers, with O'Gorman 
being the only one gone from the first 15 
starters. For the Sunday run, most people 
changed to racing tyres, although some were 
to regret this later, as despite the stages being 
nominally all tarmac, many of them were 
Spread with liberal coatings of mud and beet, 
which proved to have all the adhesive 
Qualities of sheet ice in spots! Rain, which 
varied from light drizzle to heavy showers, did 


nothing to help the situation, and the number 
of retirements was much higher as a result. 
First to go was Demmy Fitzgerald, who burst 
fan oll pipe on the day's first stage, while 
Noel Smith put the Escort on its side on 
stage two at Ballinahina, doing the handling 
a power of no good, although actual body 
damage was amazingly light. The rain of the 
previous day had caused some minor flooding 
‘as well as all the mud, and it was a combina- 
tion of these two which put the Coleman 
Escort off the road on stage 3, tearing out a 
front strut and forcing retirement. Harold 
Morley. put the Crystals Escort off on the 
same stage, damaging both front corners and 
losing almost 20 minutes. He later changed 
back from his Kleber racers to rough tyres, 
and was much happier after this. Just to 
complete the changes on the leader board, 
Sean Campbell chalked up another in his long 
list of retirements this year, with yet more 
gearbox problems, this time bent selector 
forks. The outcome of all this was that the 
Jead went to Gerry Buckley, whose closest 
challenge now seemed to come from John 
Keating. Robin Eyre-Maunsell was finding a 
persistent misfire in the Imp, which was drop- 
ping him gradually back down the field. Cre 
O'Gorman, out for the special award for the 
Sunday stages, was going like a rocket, but 
naturally was not officially still competing, 

‘Stage 4, at Ballyhillogue, was shortened 
from 11 to 9 miles, but most of the early 
numbers were cleaning the amended bogey 
time, The following stage was also shortened, 
didn't_help John Bridges/Brendan 

‘Sparrow Clubman, as they ran 
out of petrol and were unable to find any 
within thelr maximum latenes 
Service area followed, and saw feverish activity 
fas service crews tried to repalr some of th 
depredation which had occurred to date. 5: 
French's Road, accounted for Mick Dolat 
Escort with clutch thrust bearing failure, while 
James Doherty put his quick 1300 Escort 
pushrod off at “Mick Barry's corner” of & 
Couple of years ago, although some spectators 
were able to lift him out. Arnie Poole was 
motoring along nicely in the BMW, picking up 
places during the day, and was making his 
presence felt on the leader board. Noel Smith 
Gecided to call it a day after SS7, Nad, as 
the car just could not be made to handle 
despite trying various tyre combinations, and 
the battery had broken in the earlier incident. 
Next to go was Pat McCourt, who had a 
repetition of Bridges’ complaint when he ran 
out of petrol on SS9, Mushera. The final three 
Stages ‘were comparatively free from retire- 
ments, but those who had survived were 
scrapping away among themselves, with 
Poole now into third) place and ‘Dessie 
McCartney shaping up to overtake Mick 
‘O'Connell and Gareth Jones, who had to have 
his Escort’s exhaust welded’ again. McCartney 
had a bit of drama on the final stage, 
Killinardrish, when he met a car coming 
against him’ up the stage, but there was a 
narrow avoidance, and no harm was done. 
Despite this, he had a comfortable fastest time, 
with the long straights suiting the Carrera 
admirably. 

With just 40 of the 73 starters arriving back 
to Cork for the finish, it proved to be a tough 
Cork 20, especially as many of the finishers 
Tooked somewhat secondhand. Driving very 
sensibly once Coleman had retired, yet still 
‘quickly enough to take many stage fastest 
times, Gerry Buckley scored his first major 
win, a clear 2} m ahead of fellow Kanturk 
Griver John Keating, while Arnie Poole was 
doubly pleased to take third place and chinch 
the drivers section of the National Rally 
Championship. Ulstermen Eyre-Maunsell and 
McCartney were fourth and fifth, the latter 
Tosing too much time in the fog of Saturday 
evening to pose a serious threat for the lead, 
While best of the visitors who survived was 
Gareth Jones. 
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Formula One’s frontage in Ganton Street off Carnaby Street. Right, Chris Steyne, talks to Noel Edmonds (left) at one of the DJ days, 


Formula One comes out 


jension of owner Peter Atkin's Watford 
essory Br ling motoring goodies to 
t's parading the fashion strest of Lon- 
r, as the goody market slowly 

ered out, and tourists were looking for 
sin the area and thought that Formula 
One were selling motoring clothes and after a 
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Tune in 


or knitted into material by around ten 
different mills in this country. The idea of 
Nomex is that the air in the weaves is 
actually the insulator from fire, and while 
Knitted Nomex is actually better than woven 
as an insulator, i doesn't wear as well so 
the best idea is a combination of the two, 
And $0 to development. 


The trial and error factor seems a strange 
20 about things, but then it’s the 
iy way. There's no problem about using a 
number of layers in the suits, but too many 
Would obviously take their toll in heating the 

ish drivers in long-distance sports 
‘ear races around the world, would be unlikely 
to be able to stand up {0 the heat trapped 
Inside a five-layer Nomex suit, and so it's not 
surprising that the number of layers has to 
be limited, In their development. of their 
triple layer Nomex suit, Formula One burat 
around 90 samples of material in varied com- 
binations, and believe they have now come up 
with the ultimate in suits with the materials 
currently available. However, the loyalty is 
with the driver and not necessarily with the 
manufacturer, so that if anything else should 
come up that Formula One feel to be better, 
then you can be sure that Formula One wili 
have it 


‘Once having come up with what they con: 
sidered to be the ideal combination affording 
the maximum possible protection — without 
lundue discomfort to the driver, Formula One 
then sent off thelr combination to. Dupont, 
the Nomex manufacturers to have them con: 
firm the belief thar it was as safe as was 
possible, Dupont have naturally tested thelr 
Products against others, and while not wish 
Ing to name thelr competitors, their combina: 
tion of tests proved that Formula One's 
Nomex combination gave a higher protective 
Index figure than previously recorded. 


Dupont have established, with help from 
volunteers in the US Navy, exactly what 
heat can be borne before the pain is excruciat 
Ing and the skin starts to blister. Con- 
sequently, with the aid of a heat sensor and 
burning propane gas, they can establish how 
much heat a fabric Ix shielding from the 
skin, in this case though, the heat se 
When the three layer suit’ was tested, while 
the top layer charred, Dupont have established 
that this in fact forms a great protective 
layer, and blocked out 98 per cent of the heat, 
thus ‘giving a reading of 98 protective index. 
taken as an average over two tests, although 
the reading was in fact 98 both times, While 
Dupont’s normal three layer reading is in the 
40s time mark at around 95 Pl, Formula 
One combination. in fact went fifteen 
Seconds more on Dupont’s normal scale on 
rithm set up. As can be seen from 
“the graph, when figures get over 90, 


Formula One is fun! A. multi-lingual modet 
nd) shows off some of Formula 


improvement becomes harder and harder to 
attain. so Formula One's achievements are 
all the more praiseworthy 


As well as doing the €88 triple layer sult 
Formula One have also done tests to see 
which double and single layer suits are the 
most’ successful, and improvements in 
their suits are some of the Innovations that 
have been worked into the suits on the tailor- 
ing side. Chris Steyne, when allowing for the 
modern driving style, has allowed more give 
than he finds available in other suits where 
it's needed, hence the pleated back and the 
underarm stretch panel. 


One could be forgiven for wondering how 
a shop such as Formula One can survive in 


‘an area of London where the rents are so 
hhigh, and while the premises are never 
packed, their overseas trade is considerable. 
Peter Atkin recalls a Brazilian who walked 
into the shop, ordered two of underwear sock, 
Balaclava, suit etc, and then ordered two 
more for his brother in Portugal. Strangely, 
this single purchase was of immense help, 
and on the day of our visit, a South American 
had visited and not only bought ¢wo of ev 
thing for himself, but a further ten for his 
mates back home. Formula One in fact re- 
cently had an 81 per cent coverage on an 
International grid, and their coverage in Japan 
hhas also been sufficient for a journalist from 
the Japanese equivalent of Men Only to come 
over and do an article on the shop. On the 
home market, both Chris and Peter Atkin 
talk, with immense respect, of the help they 
received from Roger Williamson in doing 
Some of the initial wear tests. Furthermor 
hhe became, to some extent, a figurehead f 
both his own Formula and lesser ones, with 
other drivers following his example in ‘wear 
ing safe overalls, On the export side, the 
shop would like agents in South Africa, 
Aust ‘and the United States, although at 
present, they seem to have quite sufficient 
Coverage with drivers coming to the premises. 


Another Formula One “first” is the Bob 
Evans safety visor, a version of the Bell one 
but made of a softer plastic to absorb the 
Impact of any stone etc. The more brictle Bell 
visors are apt to crack on Impact. Formula 
One are the sole suppliers, although Evans 
himself naturally sells them when they are 
required. Other Formula One Ideas were the 
long sock and glove, both of which have since 
been copied by otfiers in the same line of 
busines: 


Formula One have two well-known slogans, 
first “the most expensive underwear in 
Carnaby Street,” and secondly “Formula One 
is fun,” because they believe that motor rac- 
ing should be fun, To this end, 
suggested, early in the season, 
DJs should challenge a team of Radio Luxem. 
bourg DJs in the ShellSport Mexicos, and 
while this never actually came off, the result 
was the wo DJs days at Brands Hatch this 
year, for which of course, Formula One made 
Up some ‘special overalls, Apart from DJs" 
overalls, incidentally, Formula One have sup- 
plied them to Rock groups for their stage 
shows, balloonists, sky divers and pilots, of 

With the Formula One ideas of safety at all 
cost, but fun at the same time, it isn't sure 
prising to find many drivers visiting them 
throughout the days of the year, and if some- 
thing should come up in the safety angle, you 
can be sure that Formula One will be the 
first to put it on the market, 


Gilbern continue 
under new owners 


‘The assets of the company producing Gilbern 
Cars have been acquired by Anthony M. 
Peters, a Midlands based financier, and pro- 
duction of an upgraded Mark III Invader will 
commence immediately under the new com- 
pany name of Gemketh Ltd, trading as Gilbern 
Cars (GB). 

Complete internal reorganisation of the 
company making Wales’ only car is be'ng 
Undertaken, with special emphasis on systems, 
safety, quality control and spare parts availa. 
bility. 

Dealer response during the recent difficul- 
ties has been extremely encouraging, and this 
support will enable the company to improve 
the supply of both cars and spare parts and 
servicing facilities in the future. In the export 
fleld, negotiations are in hand to expand the 
dealer network in Europe. 

in addition to following a policy of continual 
product development and improvement, the 
Rew company plans to diversify into a’ wide 
range of glass fibre and engineering products. 
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New mirrors from Britax 


Britax (London) Ltd, manufacturers of auto- 
motive safety products, introduced a com- 
pletely new range of Wingard car exterior 
Fear view mirrors at the Motor Show. All the 
mirrors in the range conform to the new 
European Safety Regulations. 

For the first time a twin lens mirror, which 
is a feature on many heavy commercial 
vehicles, is available for private cars. Thi 
is a combination of two convex lenses set 
in a single mirror head providing normal rear 
view vision as well as an alternate view 
in the smaller lens allowing the motorist t 
see vehicles approaching in the "blind spot 
area. The ¢win lens mirror will be available 
Complete with stem or as a head only. A 
tinted lens version to eliminate headlamp and 
sun glare will also be available. Delivery date 
is expected to be early January. 

The second new mirror in the range is a 
continental-styled door or wing fixing mirror 
‘with flat or convex glass that can be fitted to 
any car by the simple means of self tapping 
screws—no large holes need to be drilled. 


‘This mirror is fully retractable and the gl 
if damaged, is replaceable. 

The third mirror is a wing fixing type which 
incorporates a knock back base, Replacement 
glasses will be available. 

Also brand new is a screen bonded anti- 
dazzle interior mirror which comes in two 
lengths—8 in and 10 in. The mirror is fixed 
by an adhesive pad to the windshield and can 
be dipped against headlight glare by a trigger 
mechanism. Prismatic glass has been used 
‘which completely eliminates distracting head- 
light glare from following cars. 


@ New to the range of lighting accessories 
and replacements from SEV Marchal are the 
Rearguard fog warning lamp and matching 
reversing lamp. Made of tough ABS, but with 
‘@ separate polished-metal reflector for maxi- 
mum performance, the 24-watt lamps cost 
£4.75 plus VAT in grey finish or £6 in chrom« 
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Mirage remarks 
inaccurate 


May I be permitted to correct certain matters 
of fact in your otherwise interesting Seasonal 
Survey of Group 5 (November 1). 

First, you refer to John Horsman as having 
been the “back-up” man to David Yorke. 
During the whole of the successful Gulf-JW. 
Automotive Engineering programme | Jobn 
Horsman was the director with responsibility 
for engineering, as well as being my deputy, 
while David Yorke was in charge of operations, 
both reporting to me as Chief Executive. It 
would be as accurate, or inaccurate, to say 
that Uhlenhaut was’ “back-up man” to 
Neubauer or more recently, that Ferdinand 
Plech was " back-up man" to Rico St 

‘Your correspondent then says that 
not until the end of the season that th 
Aiscovered that th something like 
200 Ib overweight al Tn fact, they 
were not, and it was no sudden discovery. 
The original car was approximately 50. kg 
(110 tb) above the minimum weight limit 
Throughout 1972 and most of 1973 we were 
chasing reliability and inevitably, components 
became heavier because it was the simples 
and quickest way of increasing strength, We 
knew the weight was Increasi 
by how much but it was not economic to use 
expensive materials 
more advanced fibre 


iy. your remarks about Vern Schuppan 
eon the malicious. Schuppan, for whom 
we share your respect, joined the team 
ind-in_ for John Watson after his crash at 
Brands Hatch. By the time of Le Mans, Watson 
was driving again and Schuppan came to Le 
Mans as reserve. He was put into the car 
during the race because Watson's leg was still 
troubling him and this is what he was there 
for, If It was a tactical mistake, Schups 
ly did not think so. The sole 
n why Schuppan did not drive In th 
remaining rac 
in action but we would cert 
ain if 
every driver who ever had a crash we would 
soon have no drivers. 

Gulf Research Racing have certainly had s 
disappointing season and eriticism is both 
Inevitable and justifiable. It is, however, 
Important that it should be accurate. Perhaps 
1 may conclude by quoting the Duke of 
Wellington: “As soon as an accident hanpens, 
every man who can write, and has a friend 
‘who can read, sits down to write his account 
of what he does not know and his comments 

n what he does not understand.”” 

Jour: WvER 
(Director, Gulf Research Racing Co). 
Stovan, Bucks. 


me 


RAC explanation 


‘The RAC sympathises as much as does the 
writer of your editorial in the issue of Nov- 
ember Ist with potential entrants in next 
year's Castrol. Anniversary. Touring Car 
Championship. 

But, do please spare a thought for the prob- 
tems of the RAC which, on the advice of its 
Competitions Committee, must. make a final 
decision. If that decision is too arbitrary we 
fare accused of being out of touch autocrats, 
but when we do our best to give everyone a 
hearing we inevitably are involved in the 
delays of democracy. I have lost count of 
the number of meetings and discussions at all 
levels which have taken place on this sub- 
ject during the past. six. mnnths. 

‘The wishes of the Competitions Committee 
are quite clear—plain Group 1—and. the 
objectors will this week have a final chance 
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Correspondence 


to have their say to enable us to beat the 
‘end of November deadline 
D._H. Detamonr: 
(Director, RAC Motor Sport Division). 
Lonpon, SWIX 8QH. 


Use yellow lines 


Having had many years’ association with 
motor racing I would like to make a sug- 
gestion with regard to the time factor for the 
Speed in which the ambulance, doctor and 
the breakdown vehicles being given highest 
Priority to reach the accident spot when the 
yellow flags are waved by the marshals under 
the direction of the observers. 


task as a Chief 
to attend many inquests when 
drivers have been killed. The Armco barriers 
in some circumstances have been able to pre- 
vent cars out of control from reaching the 
public but have caused considerable destruc- 
tion to the car, together with abnormal in- 
juries to the driver, 

This year has been a disastrous time, 
especially abroad when rescue parties have 
lost minutes arriving on the scene with fire 
extinguishers, grappling irons, etc, coupled 
with insufficient staff to cope with an emer 
gency. The suggestion that a voluntary mar. 
shal, however strong he may be, to carry a 
full ‘extinguisher on his back all day, and be 
Prepared to run with the equipment is ludi- 
crous, and should not be allowed. 

My" suggestion is, that a yellow line be 
painted on both sides of the circuit approx! 
mately 10 ft from the edge of the tarmac (the 
system used by the police on motorways) for 
only emergency use, this reserved passage to 
be free to use during the race, until the warn- 
ing flags are displayed. Any driver ignoring 
this ruling by crossing ‘the line should b 
disqualified from the meetin it would 
impede the rescue service from doing thelr 
life-saving Job, and removing debris scattered 
around, 

‘The cost of paint and labour involved should 
ot cause much embarrassment to the circuit 
‘owners, and would be appreciated by all con: 
comed 
BALMas, Lonpon, SW12. 


F.C. Marrunws, 


Progressive barrier 


I have been interested to read the recent 
articles, not only in AUTosroRT but other pub- 
Heations, to do with the Armco barrier Which 
has caused a lot of controversy. 1 see that 
there Is now a call for lining the Armco Bar- 
rier with some form of protective material. It 
30 happens that some three of four years ago 
I designed and perfected a lining for the 
Armco. barrier which would prog? 

slow down a vehicle on impact. Mi 
dents ar Je more severe by high shock 
loadings on impact. It is obvious, therefore, 
that a progressive deceleration of a vebicl 
 non-repeating frequency would considerably 
save damage to vehicles and passengers and 
Probably save a considerable number of lives 


not only on the motorways but also in motor 


i. 
1 wrote to the Ministry of Transport to 
this effect and was shattered to receive a 
reply which was firm in its meaning’of “don't 
meddle and mind your own business as thelr 
research laboratories were quite capable of 
solving all. problems.”* 
tude was not only naive but shor 
any small contribution that will save human 
life should be grasped with both hands. 
H. Panxin 

(Managing Director, Parkin Engineering). 

Wuiston, ROTHERHAM. 


Hills too steep 
for trialling 


1 would like to draw the attention of the 


BTRDA to the fact that two cars overturned 

at the Kentish Border Sporting trial on Sun- 
day, October 14. 

The were driven by experienced 

non being one, and at a trial 

John Benson overturned at 


‘same place, 
We were forced to change our tyres in the 
Interest of safety, from “Mud & Snow" to road 
radials, Nothing has changed since this regu- 
Jation “was introduced; people are still 
pected to drive up the same hills and these 
hills are too 


and dangerous 
‘ability and not 


"expe 
which is probably why we went over! 
A. J. BRUNNING and 

J. HL. Pippocx. 


Sour Crovoow, SURREY. 


Friendly spirit at 
European rallycross 


‘anding In the paddock at Lydden i 
urday during the Grand Final of 
pean Rallycross Championship, I wat 
impressed with the spirit of ‘the European 
‘ors—what a grand crowd they were, There 
no generation gap, no national barriers, 
There were supporters In hundreds having 
come by coach and plane, I have never ex: 
Perienced such an atmosphere before. 

‘We have read that television rallycross on 
the Continent attracts ratings only surpassed 
by European football and Peyton Place, 1 do 
‘not think we could ever equal these ratings 


im Britain, but I am certain with a change in 
approach, TV and radio following could be 
considerably improved. Don't blame the TV 


professionalism into ‘the 
3p running motor sport like 


people. Get sor 
Presentation, and s 
church fete, 


Reo G. Swit, 
Chetasrono, Essex. 


COLOUR CENTRE SPREAD 


The double championship winning Formula Three Kent Messenge 
the subject of this week's AUTOSPORT colour centre 
throughout the season by one of Britain's most promising drivers, 21-year-old Tony Brise. 
his local newspaper and they have supported him throughout 1973, 

The Holbay powered car took Brise to wins in the 

John Player and Lombard North Central championships. 
black car has scored eight outright wins, two more than any other F3 competitor has 


The Kent Messenger 
his most successful season to date 


managed. 


Kent Messenger is not a new name in motor racing sponsorship; during the past few 
in F5000 and saloon racing while they have 
‘also sponsored a saloon championship at Bronds Hatch. 


years they have encouraged Kentish driver 


March-Holbay 733 
ead. The car has been drive 


‘During the season the yellow and 


Photo: Peter Burn. 
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The most perfect lubricant 


money can buy. 


‘Mobil announces a great turning point in the 
history of lubrication technology~Mobil SHC 
lubricant. A synthesised hydrocarbon base 
product so outstandingly better for cars that it 
Sets completely new standards of pertormance. 
Standards vastly superior even to those of 
today's best motor oils, 


How SHC was created 
Mineral oils are made up of a wide ranging 
mixture of molecules. Some are stable, but 
others are fragile and unstable. Some give the 
oll just the right viscosity, but others make it too 
thick and heavy at low temperatures, of too thin 
and light at high temperatures. The unstable 
molecules cause deposits in your engine, while 
those that make the oil too thin and light in- 
crease oll consumption, and those which 
thicken the oll excessively make cold starting 
harder. Even the best of motor oils, with the best 


of refining, contain some of these undesirable 
molecules. 

The ideal motor oil would only have the stable 
molecules, which give just the right thickness. 
In developing lubricants to meet extreme 
tequirements, such as for Concorde, Mobil 
Scientists found the answer-make synthetic: 
ally just those molecules that an engine needs. 
Mobil have now evolved a process for making 
Synthesised HydroCarbons which contain 
none of those molecules which might detract 
from perfection. Mobil SHC introduces a com: 
pletely new concept in car lubrication— 
Synthesised HydroCarbon engine lubricant. 


What's in it for your engine? 
Protection at high temperatures 
Mobil SHC lubricant has outstanding high 
temperature viscosity, remaining thicker than 


(OL PRESSURES(PSIG) AT OLE 


conventional SAE 50 oils even after thousands 
of miles of punishing motoring, 

‘That means it continuously shields your engine's 
moving parts with a film of ideal thickness, 
whatever the temperature, guarding them 
against wear and tear as no conventional oil 
ever could. 

Infact, tests have shown wear rates of uptoone 
tenth of those for conventional motor oll 


Better cold weather starting 
Extremes of temperature that would turn 
ordinary motor oils totally solid at the cold end 
land too thin a the hot end, hardy alect Mob 
This explains why Mobil SHC lubricant, even 
when tested against an SAE 5W arciic oll, 
showed significantly better performance. 

That means better cold starting, less battery 
wear and tear and quicker oll circulation =to 
reduce wear on start-up. 


High Oli Pressure 
The rise in oll pressure, confirmed by tests of 
prototype oils in some of the world’s most 
gruelling rallies, the Monte Carlo and RAC 
ar ‘them, is around 40% at low engine 

js. More than enough to keep that redilight 
from ever flashing again, when running Not 
and readily noticeable on oll pressure gauges. 


Lower consumption 
With only ‘pure! good molecules to choose 
from, your engine won't waste oil 
In comprehensive road and engine tests lub- 
icant consumption was reduced by an average 
Of 40%. 

Cleanliness 
The condition of your engine depends greatly 
‘on your lubricant’s stability, temperature, level 
of oxidation, and degree of detergent-disper- 
sancy The more favourable these elements, the 
fewer the harmful deposits in your engine. 
Alltests have shown that the cleanliness of SHC 
goes well beyond even the highestinternational 
Cleanliness standards. 


Mixes with oils 
Mobil SHC lubricant mixes in any proportion 
with all conventional oils. Except that mixing 
SHC with oll means you lose the full extra 
benefit that the product offers and your car 
deserves 

New Mobil SHC is more than just the nicest 
resent you could give your engine. It's the start 
of a new era in motoring history Mobil SHC. 
Synthesised HydroCarbon engine lubricant — 
the most perfect lubricant money can buy 


Mobil SHc synthesised HydroCarbon based engine lubricant 
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Road test 


The Passat’s body shape is rather sensitive to side winds, 


It Is well known that the Volkswagen Passat 
Is closely related to the Audi 80. Indeed, the 
only important difference is in the body shell, 
Which has a sweeping tail treatment instead 
of the more usual projecting boot behind the 
rear window, which characterises the Audi. 
Having tested an Audi 4-door saloon, 1 de- 
clded that the Passat 2-door coupe would be 
& suitable car for my trip to the Frankfurt 
Show. 

For hurried journey across small bits 
of England and France, the whole of Bel- 
glum, and a useful limp of Germany, 1 
Reeded a vehicle with a fair turn of speed 
combined with petrol economy. Fuel prices 
fare rising alarmingly on the Continent, espect 
ally ‘in Germany, and a big VS would be un. 
thinkable for fn itinerary. I decided that 
1500 cc should be the maximum size and 50 
the timely offer of a Passat LS coupé was 
accepted with alacrity. 

The long, sweeping lines of the Passat make 
it look a much bigger car than the Audi, but 
the interior space is very similar. Though there 
are only two doors, they are wide enough 
to afford easy entry to the back seats. There 
is generous space for large suitcases and the 
seats are comfortable, with quite attractive 
interior treatment. 

‘The engine is the 1470 cc Audi unit, with a 
belt-driven overhead camshaft. In the case of 
the LS, it develops 75 bhp at 5800 rpm; the 
downdraught Solex carburetter has an auto- 
matic choke. The power unit, inclined for 
reduced height, is ahead of the differential 
with the gearbox behind it. 

‘Much has been written of the steering 
geometry of the Audi 80, which the Passat 
Shares. In dire emergencies, such as a partial 
brake failure or a burst tyre, it is intended 
to ensure a straight pull-up instead of a 
spin. This is achieved by setting the tyre 
contact area of the front tyres outside the 
theoretical centre-point position. Outboard 
front disc brakes are used, coupled by two 
diagonal hydraulic circuits to drum-type rear 
brakes. MacPherson suspension is employed 
In front with a trailing dead axle at the rear. 

‘On the road, one expects the Passat to 
behave like the Audi 80. Both cars have 
remarkably light steering, especially for front- 
drive machines, and though there is an un- 
usual feel, this is soon almost forgotten. At 
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by John Bolster 


whieh (s rare in a front wheel drive car. 


Passat’s torque and handling 
Suits Britain best 


speeds near the maximum, one tends to pay 
a good deal of attention though there. is 
plenty of self-centring. This effect is more 
Roticeable in the Passat, because the body 
shape is rather sensitive to side winds, which 
ie rare in front-drive cars. The farther I drove 
the car, the less I noticed the unusual steer 
ing. however. 

“The suspension feels quite firm, yet it gives 
an outstandingly comfortable ride on. bad 
roads—and there are plenty of those in 
Belgium. The Passat understeers less than the 
‘Audi and the tail may actually hang out a 

tle during really spirited comering. Nor 
‘ally, the handling is like that of most front 
drive cars, with 2 modicum of uadersteer. 

‘The engine has an astonishing amount of 


The tong sweeping lines of the Passat make 
space (s very similar. 


torque for its size. It is very flexible and 
accelerates strongly from quite low speeds in 
top gear. This Is a pleasant attribute when 
one is becoming tired ‘on a long journey. ‘The 
engine is quiet during such driving but 
comes noisy at high revs. The makers say 
that the maximum speed can be regarded 
as the cruising speed but 1 found it much I 
tiring to keep a few mph in hand. There is 
a quiet speed where engine noise and body 
drumming are at a minimum, which occurs 
in the 80s. I generally drove at 80 to 90 mph, 
which gave me 27 oF 28 mpg. At all speeds, 
Wind noise is almost non-existent 

While the claimed maximum of 99 mph is 
‘obtainable on oceasion, I found that 97 mph, 
timed both ways, was the honest, everyday 


look much bigger than the Audi, but interior 
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Road test 


Left, 


‘are comfortable, with quite attractive interior treatment. 


speed of my test car. Third gives a useful 
75 mph but, as | have already mentioned, this 
is a car that does a lot of its work in top 
gear. The brakes are truly excellent and one 
fan forgive a very rare whistle. I had no 
occasion to test the safety of the transverse 
hydraulle circuits, allied with unconventional 
Steering geometry, and I have sufficient faith 
in VW. engineering to regard any sort of 
failure asa most remote contingency. How: 
fever, it’s there if it's wanted, as the old song 
sald, 

T did quite a lot of night driving and found 
the lights excellent. The large area of glass 
gives a good view all round, the seats are 
Comfortable for long journeys and the controls 
well placed, The. ventilation is sensibly 
arranged, though in really hot weather it 
could" pass even more fresh air with advan 
tage. The heater is powerful, which is appre: 
elated when cold nights follow warm days. 

Though 1 tested the Passat in its native 
land, I think it suits England best of 


The engine has an astonishing amount of torque for its 


strongly from quite low speeds in top gear. 
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Here, a car with lots of torque and a vivid 
Tesponse to the accelerator is just what is 
required. It looks rather large and expensive, 


too, which makes it ideal for parking in front 
of ‘the house to infuriate the jealous neigh: 
bours, a favourite British sport. 


car that is likely to stand up to real 
work. Its forward-mounted engine, with the 
radiator set well out of the way to the left, 
Could scarcely be more accessible, Tt runs for 
10,000 miles between services and it remains 
economical when cruised for hours at 80 to 
90 mph. ‘The Volkswagen reputation rests on 
the ability to provide dependable transporta- 
von with the ‘minimum time wasted in the 
service station. In the Passat, they have a 
car which can satisfy those requirements 
while looking far from plain and utilitarian, 
Like all German cars, it's a bit pricey at the 
moment, but an improvement in the foreign 
xchange rates may be anticipated 


ize. It is very flexible and accelerates 


the Passat understeers less than the Audi and the tail may actually hang out a little during really spirited cornering. Right, the seats 


"Tin, Fas, Soe aN 
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Special stage 


Waldegaard to Toyota 


It now seems certain that Bjorn 
Waldegaard will not be renew- 
ing his BMW contract for 1974 
but will drive in Ove Andersson's 
Toyota team. Their first event 
will be the Monte Carlo Rally 
when they hope to be able to 
use the two litre Celica for the 
first time. What has held it up 
so far is the development of the 
engine which has a different and 
less successful cylinder block 
than the 1600cc engine at present 
used in the Celica. Toyota have 
given a couple of engines to Piper 
Cams for development but they 


Bjorn Waldegaard testing a Toyota Corolla at Bagshot recently. 


didn’t run for very long when 
they were tried in Sweden. 
Waldegaard must be hoping that 
the Celica will soon be fully com- 


petitive for he has spent two 
years with Citron, Fiat and BMW 
without a big win. One rally 


Where he might pull it off is 
East African Safari where he 
hopes to drive a works Porsche 
Carrera again. Toyota will prob- 
ably do rallies like the Swedish, 
the TAP and the Acropolis but 
they are quite open in admitting 
that they do not expect to win 
just yet 


Circuit — richest of all 


‘The first Press release from the 
Benson and Hedges Circuit of 
Ireland announces the richest 
prize fund ever in the British 


Isles, The awards list for this 
European Drivers’ Champ onship 
event totals over £6000 and the 


first prize is a Vauxhall Magnum 
saloon valued at almost £1400. 
‘The formula for this fabulous 
Easter weekend .hasn’t changed 
very much and features two 
days of rallying separated by 
two nights in Killarney and the 
‘Sunday run. The awards for the 
Sunday run will be presented on 
the Monday morning and the 

ly will re-start that afternoon 
to finish in Co Down on the Tues- 
day morning. The start will be 
from Portrush, Co Antrim, at noon 


on the Friday and the prizegiv- 
ing and party will be on the 
‘Tuesday night. 


There will be more loose sur- 
faced stages and Malcolm Neill, 
clerk of the course, reckons that 
more than half the stages used 
this year will be new to com- 
petitors. In any case, pace notes 
are again being forbidden while 
Group 5 cars have been dropped 
and only cars of Group 1 to 4 
will be admitted. The regulations 
are now available and if you don't 
find them during the RAC Rally, 
then write to the Ulster Auto- 
mobile Club Ltd, 3 Botanic 
Avenue, Belfast, BT7 1G. 


Tour de Corse 
— unaffected 


‘The news from France is that the 
Tour de Corse will be held despite 
the fuel crisis. This is the last 
round of the World Rally Cham- 
pionship for Makes but is un- 
likely to make any difference 
to the positions. Renault Alpine 
must now have definitely elin- 
ched the title whatever happens 
about the Austrian Alpine result 
since Fiat non-started in America. 


Rallye du Var 


Leo Bertorelli, the British ice 
cream king, with Bob Woods 
came third Gl car on the Rallye 
du Var, briefly reported last week. 
with an Alfetta. They finished 
behind Jean Ragnotti’s Ascona 
and Davin's Alfa 2000 GTV. The 
anticipated challenge from Gamet, 
driving a G1 Mexico, faded early 
when, it is said, the driver gave 
up after being disappointed with 
the low power of the car. Ber- 
torelli finished 13th out of 18 
finishers. Fifty-three cars started 
the event. 


due to severe 


The organisers of the Tour de 
Belgique, the Royal Motor Union 
of Litge, have reluctantly decided 
to cancel their rally in the light 
of the severe petrol crisis now 
facing Belgium. What with the 
1000 “Minutes Rally being can- 
celled just two weeks ago due to 
organisational problems, _ this 
means that. the European Rally 
Championship is virtually assured 
for Sandro Munari and Mario 
Manucci who have driven Lancia 
‘Stratos and Fulvia throughout the 


Tour de Belgique cancelled 


edited by lan Sadler 


petrol crisis 


season. Their closest rival was the 
Opel driver, Walter Rohrl, who 
non-started in the Press on Re- 
gardless in order to recce more 
thoroughly for the Tour de 
Belgique which was the penul 
mate rally of the championship. 
Rohrl is already committed to 
driving in the RAC Rally which 
clashes with the last event of the 
European Championship, the 
Andernach-NOrburgring-St Amand 
les Eaux. 


Brookes v Rockey 
still undecided 


‘The Mexico Series is by no means 
decided and with only one event 
to run (the Virgo Galaxy on 
November 24/25) Russell Brookes 
could still take the title. To do 
this Nigel Rockey, currently lead. 
ing, would need to fail to score 
while” Brookes would. have to 
finish as best Mexico driver. For 
Rockey to score he would have 
to be among the top six Mexico 
drivers home. His present score 

102. points with four points to 
drop. Brookes stands at 92 points 
with none to drop. If it should 
happen that both drivers finish at 
02 points the title would go to 
the younger driver—Brookes. 


Ziebart for Tordoff 


Current runner-up in the RAC 
Rally Championship, Jack Tor- 
dof’ will be appearing on the 
RAC Rally with his well-known 
Porsche in Rallye Team Ziebart 
colours. Following a successful 
season in Mod Sports, sponsoring 
Tony Williams, Ziebart will now 
be represented by Tordoff in 
rallying for the 1974 season. Tor- 
doff will be entering all the RAC 
Championship events again. 


Canadian 
Winter Rally 


Increased prize money will be a 
feature of the Canadian Winter 
Rally next February. The event, 

nised by the British Empire 
Motor Club, is expected to attract 
100 entries’ to compete for $3000 
in guaranteed money and up to 
$2000 in contingency awards, 
another move to increase intere 
the organisers will be publicising 
the complete route before the 
event and will be encouraging 
spectators. 

The Canadian Winter Rally will 
start from Toronto on February 
8 and will use public and private 
roads to Ottawa and back, In- 
eluded will be 300 miles of 
Stages over tracks; though not 
closed, the roads will be super- 
vised by police. On February 10 
the rally will end at the Toronto 
International Auto. Show, The 
event for 1974 is being organised 
Under the co-chairmanship of Bob 
Lindquist and John Bowles. 


© On November 30 the North West 


Centre of the Mini 7 Club are 
their annual Presentation 


Gulf Taunton Rally : Andy Dawson/Peter Bryant near Wellington (6th). 


vn 


HAMMERS 
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Special stage 
Petrol companies uncertain 


about UDT World Cup Rally 


The Middle East crisis was bound 
to hurt the sport once petrol 
supplies became endangered. 


However, a long term effect may 
prove a problem for those works 
sams wanting to. participate in 
the UDT World Cup Rally 1974. 
The problem Is that most of the 
major petrol companies do not 
want to get involved in. either 
Africa or the Middle East and 


specially in dumping petrol 
there. Consequently, one of the 
major props of the works teams 
may be removed and thus cause 
them to think again about com- 
peting. 

It is hoped to have a meeting 
between the interested parties in 
York following the RAC Rally to 
discuss the problem and ways 
round it—if there are any. 


Local pair win 
Spanish Rally 


counter in the European 
Rally Driver's Championship was 
the Spanish Rally held on the last 
weekend of October. There were 
none of the championship crowd 
there however and it was won by 
the Spanish pair of | Babler 
Antonin ina Seat 1430/1800 
Which one can only assume is 
fan 1800 cc version of the Flat 
124 saloon. It must motor quite 
well for it beat the Reverter 
brothers in their Porsche-engined 
Renault Alpine who came second, 
and. the Swiss driver, Claude 
Haldi who was third in his 
Porsche Carrera 


More stages for 
TAP Rally 


Cesar Torres, the director of the 
TAP Rally due to be held from 
March 19 to 24 in 1974 has 
announced some of the details of 
his event. It will be held in three 
Sections and generally there will 
be fewer controls, However, the 
stage mileage should be greater 
than before with lots of the old 
favourites and some new roads 
though these will generally be 
smoother than in the past. Pre: 
regulations should be available 
shortly. 


Ballestrieri 
champion? 


It Is now virtually certain that 
Amilcare Ballestrieri is Italian 
Rally champion of 1973, The 
situation is that his main rival 
Maurizio Verini has to win elther 
the RAC Rally or the Tour de 
Corse outright in order to beat 
him. Verint was to have 

the Press on Regardless 
stitute for one of the regular Fis 
Grivers entered there but Lancia 
cried "foul" to Fiat director level 
land got the whole episode scrub- 
bed. Both Ballestrieri and Verini 
are entered on the RAC Rally but 
it Is unlikely that the results of 
that rally will affect the Italian 
championship which Ballestrieri 
leads at the moment. 


Record Opel 
entry on RAC 


‘A record number of Opels wi 
be appearing in the RAC this 
year. A total of 23 cars are co 


Prised 19 Asconas, one Mi 
And. three Commodore GS/E 
models, Their crews will repre- 


sent nine different countries. BY 
comparison General Motors in the 
form of Vauxhall are represented 
by only nine Firenzas. 


Rally insurance scheme launched 


Ian Bracey, driver and construc- 
tor of IBEC Clubmans racing cars 
and Lloyd's Insurance Broker, ha: 
fecently announced a new Lloyd's 
scheme for the insurance of dam- 
ge to cars competing in rallies. 
‘This follows the successful Rac- 
ing Car insurance contract which 
has operated for more than two 
years and a pilot scheme for rally 
‘cars operated on the Avon Motor 
Tour of Britain. 

Bracey feels that this new 
scheme will be welcomed by the 
rally fraternity because of the 
reluctance of conventional motor 
insurers to give any more cover 
than third party only. The acciden- 
tal damage cover will permit a 
driver to guarantee a rally pro- 
gramme within cost limits of the 
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sponsor's budget and will protect 
the capital investment of the car. 


Cost will vary depending on the 
status of event. Examples given 
with the announcement include a 
Closed club rally not exceeding 
24 hours duration for two per 
cent of the insured value and a 
rally like the RAC International 
for 6} per cent of the insured 
Value. The scheme will provide 
cover for accidental damage, fire 
‘and theft and commences at the 
Start of the event. Cover will 
include all public road sections, 
special stages, hill climbs and any 
circuit races. As with the racing 
car insurance only certain parts 
of the car need be insured (like 
bodyshell) and policies will be 
tailored individually. 


Harry Kallstrom/Claes Billstam 
sign exclusively for Datsun 


Swedish driver Harry Kallstrom and co-driver Claes Billstam have 
‘signed an exclusive contract to drive for Datsun next year. Their # 
Vices are required basically for an eight-event programme including 

\e TAP, Press on Regardless, Total South Africa, Heatway, Southern 
Cross and RAC. Extra events are likely to include the Swedish and the 
Safari. The TAP Rally in March will see the first appearance of the 
Datsun 260 in international rallying. Kallstrom (s pictured above at a 
recent test session with his car for the RAC Rally. 


© Cheltenham Motor Club are 


More stage miles 


Cheltennars ont November 25. The 
heenhars, on November 23. 
for Tour of Dean time is. velght. o'clock and 
panel will consist of John Da 
Regulations are available now | port. Colin Malkin, Berrie 
fort tne Howells/Shell Your'of | Williams and Chris Sclater, Chalt- 


Dean, to be held on January 13, | man will be John Foden. 
There will be over 70 all-forest 
Stage miles incorporated in the 
160-mile route, as usual concen- 
trated in the Dean area, Entries 
will close on December 14, Rey 
from: Colin North, 19 Welland 
Circle, Newport, Mon. 


© For the ninth year running 
Optrex are donating a trophy 
which will be awarded to the 
navigator of the winning car in 
the RAC Rally. Optrex “Clear 
view” kits will again be provided 
before the event. 


TIMETABLE OF EVENTS IN YORK 
This includes some things that are by invitation only but they are 
ited a5 a reminder to attend and as a quick guide. 
November 15 
16.00 Rally Pilots Association meeting. Viking Hotel 
Rally meeting 


10.30 Scrutineering starts at York racecourse 
1500 Marlboro meeting for the Arctic Rally. White Swan Hotel 
3830 International Rally Drivers Club AGM. Dublin Room, Viking 


Sat 
09.00 Rally starts from York racecourse 

19.40 Rally re-starts from Llandrindod Wells 

Sunday, November 18 

09.25 Rally re-starts. from Llandrindod Wells 

14.00 Scrutineering for Clubman's Trophy at York racecourse 
20.55 First car due to arrive at York racecouse at end of first log 


20 

at Erskine Bridge and since sections cancelled, 

will remain there for four and a half hours extra 

07.50 Re-start from Erskine 

19.47 Rally arrives at end of second leg in York at racecourse 

Wednesday. November 21 

07.00 Rally re-starts from York racecourse. This now includes the 
Clubman’s Trophy competitors 

12.39 Rally finishes at York racecourse 

20.00 Prizegivins 

21.00 Rally ball at the Cat’ 


Whiskers 


She Saab is not a sports car, and its principal 
virtues lie in the comfort and safety with which it 
will transport a family from place to place. None 
of the 99s are slow, and all the two litre cars I 
drove or drove in would easily top 100 mph, but 
with the present law in England this is scarcely a 
reason to buy a car. Primary safety is well cared 
for as, apart from front wheel drive, the 99 has four 
disc brakes and an all independent suspension rely- 
ing on coil springs. The visibility and driving 
position are excellent and one can adjust the seat 
for height, depth, angle and rake. 


The very construction of the car is designed to 
protect the occupants to the maximum and includes 
such items as longitudinal beams inside the doors 
to give protection in side accidents. The only thing 
which shows on the outside of the car are the two 
large rubber covered shock absorbing bumpers 
which are said to be able to absorb all of an impact 
up to about 12 miles an hour. The steering column 
is joined to the steering rack by a telescopic column 
while the rack itself is mounted quite well back 
in a protected position, which is possibly why the 
steering is heavier than it might be if the rack were 
more vulnerably mounted. 


It goes without saying that a Saab should have 
a good heating and ventilation system, and that of 
the 99 seems to cover everything including warm air 
for the rear seat passengers. There is adequate 
fresh air available from four vents plus the normal 
windscreen and foot outlets. 


One final point that deserves mention is the head- 
lamp washer/wiper which is now available on all 
Saab models. This I think is a very good idea as it 
operates in conjunction with the windscreen 
washers and really does keep your headlights clean. 
On all the cars I have ever owned, I know that the 
most frustrating thing is to have to get out on sum- 
mer nights and remove layers of dead insects from 
the lights in order to be able to see, or doing the same 
thing on a drizzly winter night after following a 
couple of lorries. 9 


John Davenport, Autosport Rally Editor. 


CUBLEY CAR SALES 


Liverpool Rd, Ainsdale, Southport. Tel : 79080 
Also Eastbank ‘St, Southport. Tel : 59594 


SAAB AGENT IN LANCASHIRE 


EARLY DELIVERY ON ALL CARS 
DEMONSTRATION CAR AVAILABLE 


We were first 
with SAAB in Sussex 


BALLAMYS GARAGE 
(SHOREHAM) LTD. 


120 HIGH STREET, 
SHOREHAM 
Telephone SHOREHAM 2456 


We are STILL the first 


for SAMA in Sussex 


Demonstration cars 
are of course available 
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DISTRIBUTOR-DEALERS 
IN 


WEST MIDLANDS 


SUPERB SAAB SALES AND SERVICE 
AT THE FOLLOWING DEALERS 


STAFFORDSHIRE 


sas 
™ RUGELEY 


sane 
SHROPSHIRE © cinmincnam 


sae 
SiRATFORD 
pox LEAMINGTON 
Son SPA. 


WARWICKSHIRE 


AREA DISTRIBUTORS 
PHILIP MIST (AUTOMOBILES) LIMITED 


138 SOHO HILL, HANDSWORTH, BIRMINGHAM 
Phone : 021-554 2219 


SHREWSBURY 
JOHN DICKINS GARAGE 
ELLESMERE ROAD ANSON GARAGE 
PRESTON GUBBALOS ‘Anson Street 
Near SHREWSBURY Rugoley, Staffordshire 
Tok: Bomere Heath 351 Tel: Rugeley 2347 


STRATFORD-UPON-AVON 
ROT OORaAe A, neces ete, wa 
Set ie 
Bata age anes teat Screen Ron 
anaie 
ream rea 28 


La Tel: 
(from 1st September, 1973) 


(from Ist October, 1973) 
ERDINGTON LEAMINGTON SPA 
WESTBURY UME GARAGES (Leamington) UTD 
WESTBURY GARAGE (Salop) 
THE BURWYNS. 
WESTBURY 
Tel: Halfway House 457 Tok: 021-351 1027 
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SAAB distributors 
for South Wales 


VELINDRE SPECIALIST DEALERS 


SALES @ SERVICE @ SPARES 


SERVICE STATION 25-28 Courtyard. Eta 


London SE9 5PR 


LLANGYFELACH, Mee ae 


SWANSEA, GLAMORGAN 
Please phone: 0792 71960 HMEsT SADE, SURREY 


= 
ar 
pre HOME PARK GARAGE 
ran ey UXBRIDGE ROAD, KINGSTON 


THE HOME OF SGAMANES SALES & SERVICE 


THE CAR FOR THE « 
DISCERNING MOTORIST 


HAMPSHIRE §=SSMAAAIES DEALERS 


Hame.in f 
of BASINGSTOKE 
LS 


All models available, early delivery 


CHURCH STREET, BASINGSTOKE 
Tel: 4822 


FOR GAAES IN 
LINCOLNSHIRE 


MALLETT OF SLEAFORD 


Demonstrations 
All models in stock 
Tel: Sleaford 2728 


100% SGAAANEES DEALERS 
BLACON MOTORS 
(CHESTER) LTD. 


WESTERN AVENUE, 
BLACON, CHESTER. 


Your enquiry will be dealt with speedily on 
0244 48022. 


GROSVENOR GARAGE 
5 FOR 


ST JAMES ROAD, 
TUNBRIDGE WELLS, 
KENT. 

Please telephone |(0892) 31345/21000. 


We will be pleased to arrange a demonstration on the 
latest 99 and 96 models. 
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The key to your new SAA 


Ace Motor Company 
3 Radley Mews 


Stratford Road 
LONDON ws 
Tel : 01-937 5691 


Ballards Garage 
204 Ballards Lane, 
Finchley 

LONDON N3 

Tel : 01-346 6697 


Belsyre Garage 
75 Woodstock Road 
OXFORD 

Tel: Oxford 57028 


Black and White Garage 


Cold Ash 
Nr NEWBERY 
Berks 

Tel : Hermitage 444 


Castle Garage Ltd 
33 High Street 
BERKHAMSTED 
Herts 


Tel : Berkhamsted 5473 


Crown Motors 
High Road 
BUSHEY HEATH 


Herts 
Tel : 01-950 3311 


Iswaiting. 


Here. 


C.C. Dillon Orbit Motors 
East Hanney 
WANTAGE 


Tel : Princes Risborough 3019 


lawn Motor Company P.C.E. Motors 
lawn House 64 Cardiff Road 
Victoria Street READING 


ST ALBANS Berks 
Herts Tel: Reading 51724 
Tel : St Albans 62686 

River Garage Ltd 


Garland Motors Ltd London Road 
20 Waterloo Road Old Stratford 
HOT MILTON KEYNES MK19 6AA 


Tel : Stony Stratford 2194 
Jack Reeder Ltd 


Hants 
Tel : Aldershot 21056 


Lloyds (Millbridge) Ltd 74-76 Maybury Road 
Frensham WOKING 

FARNHAM Surrey 

‘Surrey Tel : Woking 65307 


Tel : Frensham 2002 
S.A.H. Accessories Ltd 


The Motor House Linsdale 

Duke Street LEIGHTON BUZZARD 
WATFORD jeds 

Herts Tel : Leighton Buzzard 3022 
Tel : Watford 26596 


Seaford Garage 


Newbury Cars Ltd 32-44 Cannon Hill 
7-9 Fortis Green Road Southgate 
Muswell Hil LONDON N14 
LONDON NiO Tel : 01-882 3136 


Tel : 01-883 3394 


Cricklewood Automobile Co Ltd O"Dells Garage Ltd 


Shoot-up-Hill 
LONDON NW2 
Tel : 01-452 4803 
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34 Preston Road 
BEDFORD 
Tel : Bedford 56642 


England's first SAAB distributor 
Ilenyyrrpilll 
Beaconsfield Road 


Farnham Common, Slough 
Tel: Farnham Common 2301 


a 


GO SWIFT GO SAFE GO SAAB 


See Saab in 


IAN D. SWIFT 
Redcliffe Stres 
Tek: Bristol 27 


RAGES 
tol BSr OLS 


| 


Growenor 
London Road, Hath | 
Tel" Bath 


Hutton Motor Company, 
Super Mate 


L.C. Lyons & Son, 
East Harptrce, Ne- Hiristol 
Tel: West Harptree 243, 

Moff Motors, 

Castle Cary 

Tel: Caitle Cary 310 and 478 


Trynix Motor Company, 


Tet: Siemon 23233 


John Wilkins, 


Townsend Street, Cheltenham 


the West at... 


| Tel Cheltenham 24348 SHmewon 


Drive one of the world’s safest cars. The Saab 99 was the first overseas 
car to win the Don Safety award for its man’ nced safety features, 
It is fast and reliable with every component tuned to the 
highest technical standard. 
Designed and built for a long 
This is the car-that 
confirms your confidence 
every time you drive it 
Find out for yourself with 
a road test — phone or post this 
upon to your 
nearest dealer 


LIMITED EDITION = ANTHONY JOHN 


Only 1000 sets of these extremely detailed lithographs have been produced by Anthony John, 
showing the 1972 and 1973 world champions, Emerson Fittipaldi and Jackie Stewart in the 
J.P.S. and Tyrrell Ford. 
Each one is made up of minute dots 
with a fine pen point, and therefore 
involved months of work. But it was 
worth it, for there is little doubt that 
these must be two of the most detailed 
motor racing pictures around. 
They have been produced in black 
on white quality card, and measure 
17” x 9" and all are numbered and 
personally signed by the artist. 
At just £3.50 per set, we can only wish 
our 1001st customer, a merry Christ- 
mas. 


adv: 


life. Economical to run and maintain. 


In this year’s RAC Rally SAAB will again be 

using the highly successful works SAAB 96, 

‘The experience SAAB have gained in rallying 
has helped to make the SAAB 99. 


The car for today 


ol ee sets @ £3.50 per set. 
\e/PO total 
Nowe "Bost “copitals) 


Address 


Orders to, and cheques POs made payable to: 
A. J. PARKES, 12 Hillside Road, Stratford-upon- 
Aven, Weewickshire, “Tel: Stratford-upon-Avon 
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GUYANA 


Albert Charron leads father Bill in 1300 and 5- litre Guyana sprint cars, respectively. 


Poole best for Britain 


Story and pictures by PETER BURN 


This y 
ship race meeting was held on November 4 
at the Timehri circuit, Guyana and organised 
as usual by the Guyana MRC. The meeting 
consisted of races for all competitors on 
both the 1.8 mile long cirewit and the three- 
quarter mile short circuit. The weather re- 
mained dry throughout the seven hour, 18 
race (Including motorbike) programme with 
occasional cloudy periods providing relief 
from the intense heat. 

‘The entry, as in previous years, contained 
cars {rom the Caribbean islands of Antigua, 
Barbados and Trinidad with 
gent from Guyana, and thre 
Britain, This year's’ British team was spon- 
sored by, and running under the name of 
International Caribbean Airways, It_consisted 
Of Mike Crabtree with a Willment Escort RS, 
‘Alec Poole in a Royale FVC sports car and 
Gordon Spice with a Ginetta Gl2 t/e. The 
British team got off to a bad start with only 
Poole’s car arriving for practice. Spice and 
Crabiree's. cars had been strikebound » in 
Liverpool, and were flown down to Guyana 
when the boat docked in Barbados, arriving in 
Guyana the morning before race ‘day. 

The West Indian entries comprised many 
cars that were ‘not present at last year's 
meeting. From Antigua Mike Tyrrell brought 
his F3 Ensign chat he had been campaigning 
in Britain and Europe this season, and we 
minus its restrictor. The Trinidad team bi 
Several new cars. Silbourne Clarke hi 
‘abondoned his Formula Vee and had fitted a 
2° litre engine into a VW. Beetle, Brian 
Torahim had a full race Blydenstein Firenza 
with fuel injection, and Tom Miller bad 
abandoned his Mini for the Terrapin that 
‘Alan Stanforth raced’ in Barbados last 
February. The Barbados team was similar to 
last year; Bizzy Williams led the team with 
his 1.3 Lucan Terrapin, ably supported by 
Ralph Johnson's Texaco’ sponsored VB Rover 
engined Escort, rebuilt after a spectacular 
Series of rolls at a meeting in Barbados earlier 
‘this year. Mickey Hutchinson had the engine 
from’ the A40 Spice used last year, in the 
Sprite ‘that Spice used in Barbados and 
Guyana in ‘71. Androw Phillips had forsaken 
his’ Ventora, and was in the fast Holden 
Torana XU1 ‘usually driven by Harry Watkins. 
Douglas Maloney had the FF Alexis. 

“The quickest Guyana car potentially was the 
Tercapin copy, built for Roy Taylor by the 
Jardim Brothers, U2s were being raced by 
Bill Blair and Eric Vieira and Kit Nascimento 
was seen in his familiar 1.3 Sprite, The local 
entry was boosted by the appearance of four 
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Guyana Sprint Specials, 1,300 ce cars based 
on American dirt track specials. They were che 
idea of Bill Charron who was himself compet. 
ing in a S-litre Sprint Special running dragster 
style with a single gear and this was push 
started from the back of the grid. 

‘The 1.3 Mini of Terry Angoy, Ralph John- 
son's V8 Escort Bullit and Tom Miller's Ter- 
capin all succumbed ¢o engine problems in 
practice and with no spare engines these 
Potential class front runners were all out 
Mike Tyrrell was croubled by a misfire in 
his Ensign but was comfortably quickest ahead 
of Poole and Andrew Cheekes in the ex 
Schenken Beabham BT 28 TC that he raced 
last year. Cheekes had Bob Howlings in at 
tendance as chief adviser and mechanic. The 
day before race day saw the track open for 
those who wanted to use i. Crabtree and 
Spice. were at the circuit early when thelr 
cars had arrived. Spice had a severe over- 
heating problem with the Ginetta G12 t/c 
which numerous ducts did {ite to cure, 
Crabtree had clutch problems with the Escort 
RS followed by brake trouble, both of which 
were cured. 

Race day was fine weather wise but at 
this early stage disaster struck the British 
ICA team for Crabtree's car stopped less than 
‘@ quarter of the way round the lap when ¢he 
camshafts seized solid. The Escort was out 
but Eric Vieira sportingly offered his U2 to 
Crabtree for the day. 

The day's racing started with an event for 
the sprint cars. Bill Charron's Sditre car was 
push started from the back of the grid. He 
Soon caught the others and latched on to the 
tail of his son, Albert, who was leading to 
stage a noseto-4ail family demonstration. Next 
‘out’ were saloons. Phillips’ Halden led. from 
Kelshall (Anglia) and Clarke's VW and Jar- 
dim's Viva GT. Andrew Phillips spun the 
Holden in the Gooseneck and then repassed 
Jardim and clung to Silbourne Clarke's tail 
who was hounding Kelshall in a fabulous 
dice for the lead. Phillips was driving with 
a deflating rear tyre and spun again on the 

ist lap leaving victory to Simon Kelshall 
from Clarke. Sports cars were next on the 
grid, and the Sprites of Nascimento and Hut- 
chinson ran away from the field. 

For the fourth car race the action changed 
to the long circuit Brian Ibrahim gave the 
Blydenstein Firenza its first race and pro- 
ceeded to play with the dicing pair of Clarke 
and Kelshall; on alternate laps he would 
let them pass him and then be 100 yds 
ahead, much ¢o the appreciation of the large 


and enthusiastic crowd. Sports cars were next 
out on the long circu and Ralph Thom 
joined in the dice between Nascimento and 
Hutchinson. Thom pulled out a lead, but then 
lost. the BRM-powered Elan on braking for 
the Gooseneck making slight contact with the 
barrier. This left Nascimento to win from 
Hutchinson as in their previous race. 

The next race of the day was for libre 
and Formula Caribbean, which is for single 
seaters up to 1,600 cc with two valves per 
cylinder. “All the potentially quickest cars 
of the day were on the grid, including three 
British drivers. Tyrrell ted on the first lap 
from Cheekes and Poole, Tyrrell shot off into 
the distance and set a new lap record of 
1'm_ 10.9 3 winning comfortably. Bebind 
him Poole passed Cheekes with the Royal 
now more sulably geared. Spice drove a 
steady race as the Ginetta was still overheat 
ing and Crabtree drove the U2 imo third in 
class behind Spice and Poole in the Formula 
libre section, Bizzy Williams was going very 
quickly when the Terrapin was on song, 
but had intermittent fuel problems, After the 
race Spice found an airlock in his cooling 
system and had hopefully cured his overheat 
ing problems 

“Two more saloon races followed on the 
Jong circuit. Jardim's Viva GT won the first 
from Clarke’s VW and Kelshall's Anglia after 
Kelshall had spun away an early lead. In the 
next race Brian Ibrahim had an easy victory 
in his Firenza. Formulae Libre and Caribbean 
were next out and after discussions in the 
paddock, it was anticipated that the crowd 
would see a close race up front, as indeed 


Mike Tyrrell returned home to the Caribbean 
and took his Ensign to three victories. 


they did. Poole and Tyrrell cook Wt in turns 
to lead into the Gooseneck and on occasions 
went through side by side much to the 
crowds appreciation. Poole even spun ai 
Fecaughe Tyrrell, but on’ the fast 1 
Tyrrell first 


‘The days racing came toa close with 
five races on the short circuit. The sprint 
cars were out first with another Charron 
family one-two. The two saloon races produced 
wins for Andrew Phillips and Brian Ibrahim 
in Holden Torana and Firenza respectively. 
The sports car race saw another battle be- 
tween Hutchinson and Nascimento, The two 
cars touched on the last lap and spun off 
and although Nascimento took the flag 
first, Hutchinson's protest was upheld and he 
ded the race. 

came to a close with the free-for- 
all on the short circuit, Williams was first into 
the first corner from Tyrrell with the bunch 
behind, Tyrrell was ahead after one lap and 
Bizzy Williams was out of the race after two 
laps when his brakes failed at Clubhouse 
bend and he went down the long circuit. Be- 
hind Tyrrell, Poole and Cheekes were having 
‘a fabulous scrap with Cheekes able t get 
alongside but not pass the FVC-powered 
Royale. Spice’s Ginetta was going better in 
the cooler part of the day and he was hang- 
ing the tail out farther and farther at Club- 
house bend until be eventually spun harmlessly. 


43 


Sports extra 


LYDDEN 


Daf repeats success 


Jan de Rooy took first place with his Daf-BDA at Lydden's Friday rallycross, 


‘The de Rooy name appeared at the top of 
the results sheets again last Friday, when 

Rooy's Daf-BDA took the BTD at 
‘ars and Car Conversions sponsored 
Rallyeross, which took place at Lydden solely 
for the purpose of ITV's “ World of Sport.” 
‘As well'as piping Rod Chapman by 0.6 s 
for best time, the Dutchman also won the 
‘six-car final which was reduced to four-cars 
before the end of the first lap. 


Just 50 wouldn't be too 
similar to the 
previous weekend, the course was changed 


lightly. After the usual start, the cars went 
half way round Chessons on the road circuit 
before joining the chalk, while a new track 
was laid down the meadow which made 
things a lot faster as they come off the 
rough and on to the tarmac, After the Elbow, 
only half of Hairy Hill was used before tack- 
Ling a chalky haiepin. Part of the bank on 
the inside of Pits has been cut away to allow 
4@ lictle more room for error while the chicane 
Was not used, a kink in the chalky pit slowing 
the cars a little before reaching the chalk 
bend. It’s rather like the original circuit of 
four years ago. 

The only dramas of practice were organisa- 
tional. Practice was delayed an hour while 
someone organised some fire extinguishers 
‘and blankets, while Mike Smith spent some 
anxious moments when his Escort RS2000 
spun at Pits and stalled in the middle of the 
circuit, the driver having to push the car 
out of the way himself while the marshals 
for some unknown reason “just stood and 
watched, Embassy champion John Taylor was 
fastest in practice with the Haynes of Maid- 
stone Escort BDA, the local driver settling 
down to the “new” circuit much quicker 
than anyone else, although no one was parti- 
cularly keen on breaking their cars in prac- 
tice for they received €5 for each run they 
started in, As well as there being all the 
top Rallycross names in their usual cars there 
was a class for Group 1 machinery, their 
Overall result being taken on the aggregate 
of two timed runs. 

Hugh Wheldon had his usual Mini for this 
meeting, the damage Harry de Rooy had done 
the previous Sunday not being as bad as first 
thought. He won the first run after he had 
been led on to the chalk by David Angel's 


“a 


Mini, which was soon to retire after nudging 
Wheidon which broke the distributor cap. 
Eric Nosek’s Mini also retired when he spun 
fat the bottom of the meadow, leaving second 
to ITV favourite Pip Carrotte (Mini). The 
Escort TC of Steve Isted and Derek Satterley’s 
Mini were next up, the Rover 3.5 V8 engined 
Marina non starting with the big ends 
knocking. However neither the Escort nor the 
Mini finished, the Escort's bonnet popping 
up. after 200° yards, 

Keith Ripp's triple © Mini came worse off 
in @ bit of argy-bargy in Chessons dip on 
the first lap, che yellow Mini finishing on its 
side with a deranged front corner, which left 
John Welch's Escort-BDA ahead of John 
Button’s VW and Ron Douglas’ Stormont 
Escort-BDA. Douglas pushed his way by the 
VW down the meadow on lap 2, and when 
Welch went a little wide at the Elbow on 
the last inp the Stormont car was through, 
taking the flag in 2 m 33.2 s to be fastest 
30 far—1.6 s ahead of Welch. Jan de Rooy 
was given a run for his money on his first 
run by Tom Airey’s Downton-headed Mini 
once John Taylor retired his Escort after 
missing the brake pedal at the Hairpin and 
overshooting the corner. Airey got inside the 
Daf at the Hairpin on the last lap but the 
BDA’s extra horses powered de Rooy to 
the flag 0.6 s ahead of the Mini, the Dutch- 
man predictably being fastest so far with 
2 m 304 s. With the engine being over the 
driven wheels, Harry de Rooy managed to 
power away from Rod Chapman's Stormont 
Escort with che “old faithful" 1800 BDA, 
installed after the dramas of the previous 
weekend with the bigger lump. However 
Harry wasn't having it all his own way this 
week, ‘and Chapman nipped inside second 
time ‘through the chalk to post the fastest 
time of the first runs with 2m 282 s, while 
de Rooy was 0.2 s quicker than his brother. 
‘The quicker Daf stopped on the slowing down 
lap with trouble with the high pressure pump 
on the fuel injection, 

‘The Group 1s completed the first runs in 
which Jeff Williamson was seen in a Simca 
1000, Jumping Jeff having bought a couple 
the night before and he did well keeping 
up ‘with Mike Smith's Borehamdoaned 
52000. Another with a strange mount was 
Ron Douglas, the Escorteer handling a 


Datsun 160B which he has used in rallypoint, 
and scoring a 0.8 s win over Chris Daisey's 
‘Avenger. Stormont borrowed one of che AVO 
development RS2000 for Rod Chapman, and 
he duly did his duty by beating Mike Hill’ 
Lancia. 

A six car grid was planned for the opening 
second run but Harry de Rooy's high pres- 
sure pump was still playing up so it was 
reduced to five cars which Taylor promptly 
ran away with, equalling Chapman's leading 
time in the process, Don GUham's Mini, which 
had the 1293 “Hot Rod" motor installed 
after blowing his twin cam unit, held second 
initially, but Douglas chopped in front of him 
at the Hairpin on lap 2, but he was 3.6 3 
behind the Haynes car at’ the finish. Wheldon 
also got by Gilham but was trailing Angel 
until ‘the fast lap when they again had a 
coming together which again resulted in 
‘Angel's retirement. A full quota of six cars 
appeared next, and this time Jan de Rooy 
upheld family’ honours by taking a 0.6 5 
flag to flag victory over Chapman, 27.0 5 
now being the time to beat. Welch just kept 
the other two in sight to improve his time by 
3's, The lads from Rippspeed effected some 
quick repairs ¢o the Ripp Mini but he was 
beaten on to the chalk by Nick Jesty’ 
Wessex Racing Mini, the west countryman 
being assured of an easy victory when Ripp 
spun at the Elbow on ¢he last lap. An 
Improvement of 4s was his just reward. 

‘The Group 18 completed their contest with 
Hill's Lancia setting fastest aggregate by 
0.8 s over Chapman, The Lancia had a com- 
fortable victory over Charles Eveson's 
Avenger, while the Stormont driver had an 
equally ‘comfortable win over Dougl 

With the fastest six going into the final, 
the leading six at the start of the final runs 
were: J. de Rooy, Chapman, Taylor, H. de 
Rooy, Tom Airey and Nick Jesty. Jan de Rooy 
led away the first five-car run but Douglas 
‘was hot on his heels. A little too hot how: 
, for the Daf was nudged in to a spin 
at Pits on lap 2, Douglas improving to 31 
dead. De Rooy restarted in third place behind 
Welch who failed to improve. There was 
drama on the line before the start of the 
next run, for Taylor's car was leaking petrol. 
A quick’ visit £0 the Paddock remedied the 
problem and he was able to take up his place 
with Chapman, these two in the same run 
being a rarity. Taylor was first away but 
Chapman found a gap through the inside 
‘at the Hairpin on the first lap, the Escorts 
remaining tied together throughout and 0.4 s 
separated them after three laps although 
neither Improved, Wheldon won the four car 
Mini dice behind and he improved consider- 
ably to 2 m 31.2 s. 

Three Escorts, two Minis and a Daf lined 
up for the final although there should have 
been two Dafs as Wheldon sneaked in after 
Harry de Rooy's troubles, Two hundred yards 
from the start Douglas nerfed Airey off for 
ail to see on the box. The resulting protest 
from Airey resulting in a stewards’ enquiry 
which went on long after the meeting had 
Bnished. In fact at the completion of the first 
lap there were only four cars left, Wheldon 
having retired to the Paddock with a broken 
drive’ shaft. Chapman and Taylor just 
couldn't get past the Daf, and for the third 
time in six days the’ Dafs had been 
victorious, Chapman finishing 0.6 s down in 
second place ahead of Taylor and Douglas, 


PAUL KING 


Be 22m a Tomar 


Sim aed ns, Chris Daisey (13 Hillman Avenger), 3m 
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Sports extra 


Dennis Priddle’s ne 

at Santa Pod re 

team's AA fuel dragster “Mr Six" which still 
ould se the first British Funny Car into the sixes. 


Moffatt’s territory 


Fun for Mac Hazlewood and Mrs Bradley in 
his Deltow. 


Bill Moffatt, who over the years, has proved 
beyond doubt that Hoo Kidderminster, 
fone of his favourite sites, scored yet 
another victory there last Sunday when he 
easily won the 17th round of this year’s BT & 
RDA Production Car Trials Championship. 

‘After an early flurry with markers and 
getting stuck which resulted in 18 marks 
being dropped on the first 12 hills, Moffatt 
waltzed round the next 26 sections dropping 
only six more marks for a total of 24 marks 
and an index of 62 per cent. In the champion. 
ship battle Denis Wells duly gained. his 
Seventh class win with the Skoda Octavia 
and emerges as an even more potential 
champion while Alf Williams was’ pleased 
with his first really big success with his 
Allegro. pipping Phil Darbyshire's Clubman 
GT on furthest cleanest. Twenty nine entries 
Were attracted to the Hagley & District LCC 
event which would probably not have ended 
until after dark but for @ misunderstanding 
with the landowner which caused four hills to 
be scrubbed. 

Man of the day among the front engine 
FWD competitors was Alf Williams with his 
Allegro. Throughout the day he was there or 
thereabout without actually making a big dash 
into the lead and this consistency when those 
around were erratic, won him the award. 

‘On paper Williams beat Phil Darbyshire on 
furtheset cleanest and Darbyshire will prob. 
ably kick himself for another week for drop- 
ping 11 marks for getting stuck on a lump 
at the first section of the day. Initially the 
main challenge to these two came from Geoff 
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intly when it performed an enormous.” 


Priddle’s new Funny car 


factory-backed Chrysler Avenger Funny Car which had a shake-down run 


wheelie.” The engin 
holds the UK record of 6.59 s 


ts from the 
Next year 


‘Spencer and Brian Midgley, the BT & RDA 
secretary showing a welcome return to form 
However as the course dried out Darbyshire 
and Williams pulled away from the pack, 
Spencer and Midgley dropped back and John 
Hodgson brought his Mini into third after 
being a lowly sixth at the break. 

If the Skoda Octavia will stay together long 
enough for Denis Wells to win his class on 
the last two events, he will be champion say 
the experts. Midnight oll has been burnt 
by those who run the champions! 

Wells, who won on Sunday by 29 

Mike ‘Stephens (Mexico), gets his 

nine class wins, his scores in other events 
will give him the edge over Spencer. However 
he Is not home and dry yet, thoi 

he dealt with Stephens, Phii Shaw and Dave 
Slater, gave little indication that he may be 
suffering nerves. He dropped 62 marks in the 
morning burst to leave the opposition by 21 
marks and this he increased marginally to 
finish with 97 marks, with Stephens on 126 
marks and Dave Slaier taking third on 141 
marks, 

‘The sports car class lost Don Hobbs early 
on when he broke another gearbox on hi 
Midget and with Brian Betteridge absent Mike 
Harrison had none of the major competition 
he expected. However, with the Dellows run- 
ning in his class, he had no chance of a 
class win. 

Despite this he soldiered on to take the 
class on the day with 124 marks with Jean 
Hazlewood second in her Sprite on 158 marks, 
with Robert Goodwin, also in a Midget, 
returning a total of 173 marks to be third 
in category and best novice. 

Moffatt took on three Dellows, the biggest 
threat to his claim to another Hagley title 


and he smacked the bottoms of all of them 


including Mac Hazlewood who had found 
some different tyres and began to run out of 
puff because of the grip! Moffatt took off into 
the distance from the start leaving Hazlewood 
and Nigel Brown to battle for second and 
third spots. Hazlewood held the initial advan 
tage—by two marks at lunch—but late in 
the day Brown came back to pip him by 
six marks with a 43 marks total, but 19 marks 
behind Moffatt, who with a nett score of one 
point moved into third place in the champion- 


News... 


© The Ivor Oxenham Cup for best performance 
in the Burnham-on-Sea production car trial at 
Goblin Combe, Redhill, near Bristol, last 
Sunday, went to Dave Harris in his Cortina 
1500. On the 20 sections he dropped 47 marks 
to beat a fleld of 34 competitors by nine marks, 
Better known for his performances on the 
racing circuits Jonathan Buncombe took the 
FEFWD class in a Mini from Dave Gilbert 
by 11 marks while the Ellis family dominated 
Class 3 with Paul beating Martin by four 
marks. Dennis Bidwell (VW) and Ben Sheppard 
(Imp) tied on 75 marks each in ther 
Engined class, Bidwell taking the honours on 
furthest cleanest. 


la Prevent CEooper!s 


© Forsaking the championship trail RAC 
Production Car Trials Champion Mike Hinde 
stayed near home last weekend to participate 
in the Chester MC's event at Afonwen, near 
Denbigh, winning the event easily with the 
Clan Crusader. Hinde took the Milton Cup 
yet again with a total of 30 marks lost on thé 
30 sections, beating Mike Leech (Imp), by the 
huge margin of 56 marks. 

Colin Mack (Avenger Tiger) and Roy Lewis 
(Escort GT), enjoyed the best of the class 
battles, Mack winning by five marks and 
Barry ‘Parker (Cooper S) had an 18 mark 
margin over Miss Muriel Banks (Cooper) in 
the FEFWD category. 


© Heavy rain caused several headaches for the 
Organisers of the Matlock & District DFS. 
Rally last weekend, a section with a ford in 
Berrisfordale having to be scrubbed after a 
competitor drowned out and two whites in 
Haydale and Woodale were also nigh impas- 
sable due to the weather. Although lateness 
was extended at half way by an hour to al 
delayed crews to catch up many decided to 
turn for home and only 58 of the 116 starters 
were classified at the fini 

Victory went to Graham Beardmore and 
Martin Phaff in their Firenza who dropped 
24m on a tough 175 mile event all within 
OS 111, They finished 5 m ahead of Tony 
Hart/N. Daws (Mexico) but the next four 
crews were tightly bunched only 4 m apart. 

Ninth overall and semi-experts class winners 
were D. Frattaroli/A. Cosway (Anglia) while 
the novice winners Wade/Stanley (Vogue) 
dropped 46 m 


© One of the most valuable trophies ever to be 

rarded for a production car trial, its current 
je is about £150, was won last Sunday 
by Ron Grimwood at the Exeter MC's pro- 
duction car trial_at Livings Hayes Farm, 
Iverton, Exeter. The award is the Dartmoor 
Shield which was last presented to a club met 
ber in 1923 and had been absent from the 
awards lists ever since. It was recently re- 
presented to the club, one of the oldest in the 
Country 

To win the coveted trophy Grimwood had 
to beat a field of 24 competitors and he 
dropped 35 marks in his Escort Estate to win 
the 16 section event on index. The day's 
lowest total went to Sam Crocker 


Special stage 


TRIAL 


Moss’ comeback 


Stirling Moss with Autocar editor 


Garnier last Sunday. 


Peter 


‘The Kentish Border Car Club’s November Trial 
Inst Sunday saw the return to motor sport of 
Stirling Moss—not the glamour of the North 
track but the slippery slopes of the North 
Downs just along the lane from Brands Hatch. 
‘The trial counting towards the Semperit/ 
BTARDA Gold Star series attracted over 30 
top contenders, and with blue skies above the 
‘oceasion was well supported by spectators. 
Everyone had a great day's sport and the 
sporting trials followers had thelr fi 


of flying machines showing their bellies as 
their masters flung them up the hills. 

‘The nine hills contained some crafty turns, 
and some of the sections in the woods had 
the added problem of tree roots to cock the 
wheels at even more alarming angles. Scores 
were generally high, although Peter Highwood 
‘and Jeremy Fack managed respectable scores 
of 26 marks apiece. Ivor Portlock was next 
best on 33 followed by Gordon Jackson and 
Jack Pearce both on 39. Stirling Moss with 
Peter Garnier Keeping the other side down 
notched an encouraging 58, although another 
race star Tony Brise was less happy and 
retired his machine before the end of the first 
round. 

‘The second round was a continuation of the 
first nine hills, and by now the drier layers 
‘of soll had come to the top. As a result marks 
became more difficult to lose, although some 
still, managed to do the impossible and fell 
further down the leader board. However, Denis, 
‘Allen in his cut about Cannon amazed himself 
fand others with a devastating round of a mere 
5, which pulled him into second place at lunch, 
3 points behind the leader Peter Highwood. 

‘After the topping of tanks and bellies the 
assembly took to the hills for the final after- 
noon round, followed by the growing throng 
of free looking followers. Despite the steep 
Climbs the sporting triallists made the 
impossible look possible, which amazed the 
new lookers. Denis Allen proved that his 
Second round score was no fluke, and added 
only 7 marks to his total which won him the 
trial. Peter Highwood dropping an 11 on his 
ast hill lost the trial, but others would have 
won but for the if factor—which Is very much 
2 part of sporting trials. Ivor Portlock equalled 
Denis Allen's final round and slipped into 
second place, ahead of Peter Highwood with 
Gordon Jackson 2 marks away. Julian Fack 
drove well into fifth place ahead of the current 
championship leader Jack Pearce. Stirling Moss 
took the Semperit shod Cannon into 16th 
place, which was a promising start to his new- 
found ‘career, and one which at last could 
give him a world title. 


© Reg Busby took his Imp to overall victor 
in the Cheltenham MC's production car tri 
at Catswood Farm, Bisley, near Cheltenham, 
Tast Sunday, dropping 27 marks on the 24 
sections. Busby won the event by seven 

irks from R. Andrews in his Dellow but J. 
Delahaw would have been within one mark of 
Busby in his VW but for clobbering a 10 
marker on the fifth section which he subse- 
quently cleaned. 

‘Jim Loveday (Mexico) scored his third class 
win of the year when he held off Mark 
Dickenson’s Popular by five marks and Richard 
Hapward won the FEFWD class in his Mini. He 
established a four mark lead at the break 
over Les Williams (Mini) and held this to the 
end. Mervyn Dickenson, on whose land the 
‘event was held, finished third in his Fiat two 
marks behind Williams. 


© Competing in only his second production 
car trial Ken Lush walked off with the honours 
at the Mini Seven (Midlands Centre) MC's 
‘event at Dales Hall Farm, Castle Moreton, near 
Malvern, last Sunday. He dropped only 17 
marks in his Minion the 16 sections to win 
by three marks. Clive and Jennifer Stafford 
took the first two places in the 15 strong 
FEFWD class, Stafford losing 20 marks to beat 
his wife by four marks. In the conventional 

of Mike Mason beat 


@ Newtown MC crew Joseph Lloyd and John 
Timmis nipped across the border last Saturday 
night to win the Bewdley MC's Sphinx Rally 
in their Escort TC. After a 150-mile route 
which started in Cleobury Mortimer and 
finished near Ludlow they headed a field of 
90 by just under minute dropping 28 m 41 
to win the Ron Briggs Cup. Fastest on the one 
selective were Tony Grinnall/Paul Worsley 
(Cooper) in I m 35s who eventually finished 
fourth while the runners-up Tony Jacks and 
John Lunn (Mini) were also second on the 
‘selective in 1 m 40 s. The winners were one 
several crews who finished on 1 


© Rain, snow and frost combined to make 

‘Saturday's East Kilbride MC's first all 
night rally all the more interesting for the 22 
entrants who tackled Tn 
Spite of the conditions there were no serious 
problems either for the organisers or the 
Competitors and the event resulted in a win 
for Roy Allingham and Angus McDonald in a 
Riley Elf who dropped only two mins. 

"The Avenger Tiger of Leslie Fairbairn/Stuart 
Clink was second, dropping 10 m on the road 
and failing to note one of several code boards 
en route which carried a higher penalty. 


SHELL TRIAL 
Hurt mastery 


‘The Sutton Coldfield & North Birmingham 
Automobile Club had taken considerable pains 
to make their first Shell Cup Sporting Trial 
‘at the new Shennington venue close by Edge 
Hill a success. The dozen hills laid out along 
the two sides of a steep and in part wooded 
valley contrived to present the 26 starters 
with as great a variety of hills as possibl 
Overnight rain sought to foll their attempts 
‘since the course which had been Iaid out in 
Gry conditions the previous day was in some 
‘cases too difficult for the damp treacherous 
surface pertaining. 

By taking the lunch break after completion 
of the first of the three scheduled rounds the 
Organisers were able to make the minor 
adjustments necessary to improve the hill 
which were drying slightly in the bright da 
Tight. Whilst most of the field turned In scores 
which would have done credit to a Test bats- 
man Lol Hurt was already demonstrating his 
mastery of the very tricky surface. On a day 


“Wizard of the North 
his own, Inching his BMC Special over the 
tractionless surface by deft use of throttle 


and “fiddle” brake he made good those few 
yards which spelt the difference between 
Success and failure. His lead at lunch was 


fine points over his closest rival, Jack Pearce 
Whose score of 40 was by no means easily 
tarned at the wheel of the Kincraft 

‘Third. placed man was also Kincraft 
mounted, Dennis Allen really coming to grips 
with the conditions and his recent acquisition 
to hold at bay the much improved Cannon/ 
Imp of Julian Fack and Hugh Poltard who 
was proving his most competitive to date 

‘Amongst the fleld the first of 
Moskvitch engined cars to appear, | the 
re-engined Cannon of David Moore, whilst 
Tony. Harrison was pleased enough ‘to find 
himself at the wheel of the ex-Bertie Sayers 

‘Aberties,” the promised Mk 3 Kincraft not 
having yet materialised as Pearce has yet to 
complete the Mk 4 version for his own wu! 
Sayers having retired his car passed last week 
into the hands of Geoff Wallis, one of the 
Yeading marshals of the “* Rent-a-Hill ” set-up. 
Despite a natural desire to come to grips with 
the car himself he handed the vehicle over to 
Harrison to enable him to compete in his own 
club's event. It's this sort of attitude which 
makes Sporting Trials sporting ! 

‘The first of the afternoon's rounds over the 
slightly amended course saw the majority of 
Grivers much happler as scores became more 
respectable. Clearly the main struggle for 
Supremacy lay between Hurt and Pearce who 
added to their morning scores only seven and 
tight respectively. By this time Julian Fack 
was driving superbly and up four marks on 
Dennis Allen to lead him marginally into the 
final tour. Behind these two Ivor Portlock 
(Dryad) was improving and holding at bay 
both Geoff Langdon (Cannon) and Laurie 
Brown (Aberties). Hugh Pollard was beginning 
to fall away and seeming to be in danger of 
falling Into the clutches of Bill Evans who 
was finding the conditions totally unsuited 
to both himself and the Beva. 

Pearce was unable to maintain the pressure 
over the last lap as Hurt turned in another 
Single-figure round to compare with the Kin- 
craft. driver's loss of 23. With another fine 
round of 22 Fack retained his advantage over 
‘Allen and increased his margin to eight points. 
Laurie Brown found it necessary to strap up 
a broken steering system with electrical wire 
in order that he might finish whilst the 
luckless Lanadon saw his spirited drive come 
to nothing when the front off-side wheel broke 
off only a few hills from the finish. 

ty ta, Mort (ied BME, Special), ab tas 33: Pearce 
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Sports extra 


GULF TAUNTON 


Brookes narrows Rockey’s 


‘more round of the championship to go, Nig. 
Russell Brookes and John Brown (pictured above)— 


ige from thelr nearest riv 


Mexico series advantage 


Rockey and Paul White face a tight 


only nine points separate them after Saturday night's Taunton Rally, round 14. The 200-mile 
‘event, bused around Taunton and Exmoor, was fought out over treacherously slippery Somerset 
lanes’ to an exciting close finish. Overall winners were Bob Davies and Nell Arnold (Escort 
RS1600), with the Brookes/Brown leading Mexico just 40s behind, and the White/Rockey 


Mexico in third place 35 8 behind Brookes 


Despite a shattered windscreen in their Escort TC. 


Andy Butt and Dave Thomas came in fourth, chased hard by Andy Dawson and Peter Bryant's 


Mexico. 


The result means that Rockey and White hold their championship lead with 101 


points, while Brookes Brown have scored 92. The final round is the Virgo Galaxy Rally on 


November 24/25 an 
take the title, 


if Brookes (s the leading Mexico, Rockey must finish in the first five to 


RALLY 
Keeping to rules 


Keeping to their rule of giving fails to any 
crews: found using too many lights in quiet 
zones and excluding anyone with two fails 
for a similar offence, Birmingham University 
MC caught out many’ favoured crews on their 
150-mile November Rally last Saturday night 
which ‘started in Ryton-on-Dunsmore "and 
concluded near Banbury. Best known crew to 
suffer this fate were Chris Jones/Greg 
Grierson-Rickford in their Imp who were doing 
Well at the time while another crew up with 
the leaders until 10 miles from home were 
Dave Thew/Chris Wren who drove thelr 
Mexico into a deep ditch. 

Winners, from the Bedford club, were John 
Halls and Dave Lee in an Avenger who 
dropped 4 m, 2 m up on G. Hayes/M. Fellows 
(mp), who took runner-up’ award on furthest 
cleanest from G, Thomas/M. Moore (Cortina 
Estate), the capacity rule appiying. Fourth, and 
best BUMC crew, were Martin Roberts/Steve 
Witham (Mini) who dropped 7 m and were 
one of three crews in a 


© Chris Beddow from Wolverhampton, con- 
tinues to lead the Egg Rally Award series 
after he took third place on the Carmarthen 
MC's Autumn Rally in south west Wales last 
weekend. A round of the Welsh Rally C} 
pionship the event was won by Brian Thom 
and Derek Tucker In thelr Escort TC who 
dropped 35 m 1 s, beating the rest of a field 
of 83 competitors’ by a handsome 5 m. 


BRANDS HATCH continued 
in his self-built car, but finished 0.4 s behind. 

The up to 850 ce special saloon race was & 
flag to flag victory by Alan Rodgers, well 
known for his 1300 cc exploits. Although it 
sounds easy, it certainly wasn't for he was 
kept very much on his toes throughout by 
Bob Shepherd, who all but took the Vickers 
Mini on the last lap, but never quite made it, 
the margin being 0.2 8. Behind these two, 
David Enderby's pole position Mini was 
slowly caught by Graham Sayer, Alan King 
and Gerry Glass, but King managed to get 
himself out of the bunch, leaving Sayer closely 
followed by Enderby ‘with Glass a little 
farther away. 

‘There was a drop of bubbly with the 
chairman of Dartford council and the Dart- 
ford cup for the winner of the Formula Ford 
race, but pole position man was never to 
Teave the line, for Peter White's Palliser- 
Rowland WDF 2 would not keep running, and 
despite a push start, it wouldn't restart after 
the engine died on the line. Although Syd Fox 
(Hawke-Lloyd DL 11) was first into Paddock, 
it was a hard charging Mike Blanchet who 
seems to have been figuring quite a lot 
recently in his Lotus-Scholar 61, who emerged 
in front for a lap. These two were followed 
by Bob Arnott, this week (and for the next 
four) forsaking’ his much travelled Merlyn for 
Donald MacLeod’s Van Diemen-Scholar AF 73, 
loaned by the works in case Bob should want 
to continue in Formula Ford next year. Behind 
him came Phil Dowsett's Titan-Titan Mk 6, 
and these four were the only ones in it. Fox 
took Blanchet into Paddock on lap two, and 
Arnott got his at the same place three 
later, although Blanchet hung on to finish 
third’ from Dowsett. Tony Broster drove his 
Dulon out of a huge bunch dicing for fifth. 
from Michael Morland's early Elden. Next 
week, the same faces reappear, although 
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Arnott swears the winner won't be the same, 

Next up were the up to 1.0 special saloons 
which became a walkover for Chrysler, the 
Carter-engined version of John Homewood, 
leading home and having quite a lot of trouble 
from the Irish saloon car champion David 
Hall, who works for Chrysler in Ireland. 
David Hall's similarly engined Fraser car was 
as close as any Imp has got to Homewood 
this season leading him for'a lap, and just to 
back up the British Leyland defeat, Mike 
Chapple beat off Mo Mendham's Mini to 
finish third, with Mendham fourth. Yet another 
Imp had also been well in contention, but had 
a doughnut shear when in fourth. 

Bob Jarvis was driving the smallest car in 
the modsport race, but it didn’t stop him from 
taking victorious i.1 Davrian-Carter to a flag 
to flag victory. However, he had an early 
challenge from John Miles’ well campaigned 
1.6 Turner, but Miles had an “off” at the 
entrance to Clearways after two laps leav- 
ing Jarvis an 8 s lead over David Hipper- 
son, who is rapidly showing as much form in 
his'13 MG Midget as he did last year in 
his 10 Mini. However, Jarvis never let up 
and the Davrian won easily by 22 5. Hipperson 
had shaken off the well known Turner of Tony 
Dunderdale, as did John Dudley (3.0 Marcos) 
who finished third, winning the large class. 

‘The two larger special saloon classes came 
up to finish the day by 3.45 pm, Gerry 
Marshall's Firenza looking none ‘the worst 
from its thunder and lightning bank incident, 

‘the race in similar flag to flag style as 
Jarvis’. Nick Whiting screamed his FVA- 
engined Escort round behind the flying 
Marshall but was never in contention. Third 
and first in the smaller class was contested 
between Ian Bax’ 1.3 Mini, Terry Harmer's 
similar car, and Brian’ Davison’s Viva, the 
place going to the latter with Bax next and 
then Harmer. Jeff Allam's Viva had also been 


up there after an excellent start, but retired 
after a plug lead came off 


om M80 ce, (10 
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ma Sports extra 


SILVERSTONE 


Sports car battle 


John Corfield on his BTD run at Woodcote with the Martin-FVA. 


‘The second of the Silverstone Sprint Cham- 
plonship series was run by SODC with an 

fine conditions. There was 
for BTD between eventual 


‘8 tremendous 
Winner John Corfield in his Martin BM10 FVA 
and Frank Aston's similarly powered Gropa, 
the two making exactly equal times on thelr 


first runs (2m 07.6 5) which John later 
Improved to 2 m 07 s whilst Frank had gear- 
changing trouble and had to settle for second 


‘So far as the Sprint Champlonship points 
‘were concerned, there continued an ani 
in the road-going class for up to 1000 cc 
saloons which first came about the week 
before with what appeared to be a hasty 
road-equipped, full ‘Mini hammering 
around 6s faster anyone else In the 
lass, complying perhaps with the letter of 
the rules but probably excludable under the 
provision for removal of cars out of the spirit 
Of the regulations. It Is also very unfortunate 
that several extremely keen entrants who 
have made good scores at the first event have 
Deen refused entries from events later in the 
series in favour of “casual” entrants not 
interested In the Championship. This state 
‘of affairs does nothing for what is otherwise 
fan extremely good series for the clubble 
thuslast. Perhaps those who wish to run In 
the championship could enter all the events 
before the series starts and have their entries 
guaranteed. 

‘Anvway, the event commenced in good time 
and Malcolm Allen's Mini notched up another 
high score in the first of six classes for 
saloons of which the first three were for road- 
going cars. Fred Marriott's 1275 ce Cooper 
dominated the second class with Ian Richard 
fon just over a second in arrears in wife 
Pauline’s car, The over 1300 cc class held a 
GM versus Ford battle with Gerald Davis’ 
Firenza averaging just a second a lap quicker 
than Graham Ayris! 3-litre Capri. 

‘The racing saloons up to 1000 cc bowed to 
Colin Rogers’ well-known Mini although Alan 
Cox wasn't far behind in his hill-climb Mini, 
now with an "S" motor fitted. Several non- 
starters dogged the two larger racing saloon 
classes but David Carwell ran his immacu- 
lately prepared 1275 Mini to a class win in the 
1300 class and Chris Hill held off a strong 
challenge with his Anglia t/c against Graham 
Masters" similar car and Weidgway Horton's 
famous 3.8 Jaguar. 

‘The production sports cars were split into 
six groups in the same way as the saloons, 


three for road-golng cars and three for racers 
In the smallest capacity road-going class Brian 
Tavender suffered one of his rare defeats, his 
neat GIS being beaten by Alan Bishop's rally. 
prepared Davrian which did two. identical 
times of 2 m 31.6 s against Brian's second 
run best of 2 m 328-5. In class 28 for 1300- 
3000 cc road cars there was an enormous 
battle between the Torino-shod Elan Sprints 
of Paul Berman, Raymond Kershberg and Paul 
Simmons, finishing in that order with 2 m 32.2 
5, 2m 324 s and 2 m 342 5, An almost 
qually exciting battle in this class took place 
between an enthusiastic group of Morgan 4/4 
owners, headed by Charles Smith's twin-cam 
version. Morgans also ran in the big-capacity 
Toad-going class. the Plus 8s of Malcolm Hay: 
ward and Herb Hester ending with identical 
times of 2 m 33.8 s, Malcolm getting the class 
on aggregate of bis two runs. 

‘The racing production sports cars up to 
1300 ce was led by Russ Ward's much hill- 
Climbed Sorite although Peter Winter's Midget 
tame within half a second of him on the 
Second runs. Mike Overton found himself the 
only runner in the 3000 cc class in his ex: 
Judy Andreason Marcos but nevertheless did 
two excellent runs, the fastest being 2m 
23.8 5. This was competitive with the next 
class in which Maurice Gates’ TVR Tuscan 
battled with Don Oxborough’s blown E-type 
which went sour on its second run, leaving 
Maurice with clear win on his second try 
with a dramatic Improvement to 2 m 192 6. 

Incredibly in the single seater class, John 
Frampton's well-developed Terrapin was only 
beaten by one of its rivals, David Render's 
superb ex-Spencer Elton Brabham BT29. The 
Iittle rear-engined device of only 1100 cc 
Scorched round in fine style ahead of a great 
Geal of bigger machinery. The biggest and 
smallest sports racing car classes each held 
only two competitors, each in shared cars so 
that most of the interest centred on the BTD 
battle between Frank Aston and John Corfield 


‘with John emerging the winner. 
ie LA 2 


News... 


© Winners of the event for the past three years 
Peter Kirk and John Vipond did not win last 
weekend's Esso Uniflo Bullough Trophy Rally, 
organised by Kirkby Lonsdale MC over a 180- 
mile route in Lancs and Westmorland. After 
holding a tenuous lead at half way they 
drowned out their RS1600 on the notorious 
white known as Sandbeds and victory went to 
Roy Mattle and Peter Ward in their Escort TC. 
Infrequent but heavy showers made life 
difficult throughout the night vnd the event 
carried only one selective of just over three 


miles. Fastest on this were Loll Catterall/ 
Robert Hughes (Escort Sport) in 1 m 9 3, who 
finished foureh overall with Keith Watkinson/ 
Jeff Smith (Mexico), second on 1 m 12.3, The 
event counted towards the Association of 
Northern Car Clubs 

attracted 90 competitors. 


Championship and 


© Peter Davies took his Mis 
for the second year in succession when Here- 
ford MC ran their winter production car trial 
‘at Lye Court Farm, Birley, near Hereford, 
last Sunday. On the 23 ‘sections Davies 


dropped 51 marks and to complete thelr day 
his wife Valerie pipped autocross driver Mike 
Turpin to win the class by two marks In the 


32 marks better than Tre 
1300) who piped club chairman Len Eve 
(A40) by four marks. The Imp of Roy Ste 
was the best of the five rear-engined entries 
finishing with the day's lowest total 34 marks 
‘and the Cooper of G. Ridge had a seven marks 
win in the class for cars with town and 
country tyres his Cooper dropping 77 marks. 


@ John Hannis won the Stroud MC Club 
Championship last Sunday when he scored 
his third win of the year in a production car 
thal, With 30 points from the three wins he 
took the club's Minko Cup for the first time 
in two years of competition. Driving his Imp 
Hannis won the last of the three trials this 
year, at Sedgegrove Farm, near Stroud, with 
the loss of 39 marks beating Darry! Smith's 
Imp by 17 marks on the 24 sections, 

"The amalgamation of the first three classes 
sports car and an 
he Midget of Geott 
Cox beating Roger Hook's Mini by four marl 
In the other class Smith beat Brian Moss 
(Husky), by nine marks with John Street 
(mp), third on 70 mark: 

‘Great Hanns (ime), 29 make lout Clas wingers: 
Eee alist Sia mrad "0 Sm ies se mar 
‘© With 1} laps of the Oliver's Mount circult at 
‘Scarborough included 11 stages, I 
Sunday's: Parish's stag y organised by 
62 CC attracted a lot of attention throughout 
the 128-mile route which also included two 
airfield circuits and the Flamingo Zoo Park. 
‘After a tight situation at half-time when only 
3's covered the first three crews, Pip Dale and 
Keith Steel came through to victory In their 
Firenza on 9 m 35 s, only 9 s ahead of Tony 
Baines /Alex Walker in an RS1600. Less than 
‘a minute covered the next four crews who 
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MAIN DISTRIBUTORS 
TVR FS 


/h. 8. GELDER AUTOMOS! 
\_ 247-251 London Road 


Tol; Shelfield 53226 
GOOD SELECTION OF SECONDHAND SPORTS 


AMERICAN CARS, SPARES, TYRES 


D. B. MOTORS 


(MARTIN DILKS) 
of Leicester 12 08 


Tel: 0533 834343 & 832534 
Telex 341071 
Don’t be afraid to use our Robophones 
Please telephone us prior to visiting 


RS 1600 B.D.A. 


White coachwork, black interior, Cibié 
lights. Immaculate. 14,000 miles. HP/P.Ex. 


£975 


Tel: 01-802 3314, 


Brandon Motors Ltd. 


FERRARI DISTRIBUTORS FOR WARWICKSHIRE 
BRANDON, NR COVENTRY. Tel : Wolston 2255/6 


Dinos delivery ex stock 
‘choice of colours 


CUBLEY’S 
CAR SALES 


New Gilbern Invader Mk Ill, un- 
registered, yellow, o/drive, electric 
windows, electric aerial, HRW, sav- 
ing of over £400 on the new ‘on the 
road’ price today ...... £2600 


1973 TVR 3000M, metallic moss 
green, sun roof, radio, alloy wheels, 
tinted glass, 8,000 miles only £1950 


Lotus Europa twin cam, 1971 (K), 
red, 1 owner, 8-track stereo, alloy 
wheels, air horns, 20,000 mil 


1970 E-Type 2+2, white, sunshine 
roof, chrome wire wheels, radio 
£1 


Lotus and Saab agents, immediate 
delivery most models. 


609 Liverpool Road, Ainsdale. 
Tel: Southport 79080. 

109 Eastbank Street, Southport. 
Tel: Southport 59594. 


SUNBEAM 


Unwanted present. 66 Sun- 
beam Tiger. Red, black in- 
terior. New 4.7-litre engine, 
tinted screen, radio. Hard and 
soft tops. Good condition. 
£850 ono 
Tel : 01-580 4514 day, 
01-958 6106 evening. 


nd ful! performance 
Rolling Rosa. 


FORD 
MUSTANG 
FASTBACK 


GENUINE LOTUS 7 SPARES 


Verious spares including heaters, tonneau 
covers. Retell price less 30% ‘discount 
plus VAT, Formerly stocks of WB sports 
cars, Redland, Bristol. 
Bristol 35759 
‘or wrte Wollon Bros, 
27-35 Lower Rediand Road, Bristol 6. 


SPECIAL 2300 FIRENZA 


fitted Blydenstein stage Il! head and mani- 
fold, ¢/¢ gearbox, 1/s diff, Coni shocks, 
neg comber, Sjin Rostyles, etc, etc. 


My personal transport for 1973 season. 
Exceptional performance and road holding, 
ON OFFER AT £1250 
Contact : Cliff Race, 

Service Manager, 

G. N. (Croydon) td, 

380 London Road, Croydon 
Tel: 01-684 3686 


RE 
ROGER CLARK 


Romeo 2000 Ssloon. Ex 
ear O00 eros 
1973 Porsche SIE Targa. White. Ex Semo 
‘car e00 


fed. E1788 
oe az Aus, Stereo, | S/R 
e300 


Coventry Road, Narborough, Leics. 
Tel: Narborough (053 729) 3212 


MERCEDES 230 SL, 1964, Hard/soft top, 
uto, power steering, Bluespot radio, 
exceptional condition £1395 


WALKER AND DEEKES 


SPORTS CARS 
Sandridge. 
((38),,91000, 
FINANCE AND PART EXCHANGE 
CONSIDERED. 


ESCORT SPORT 


Unregistered, Delivery mileage only. 
Finished in medena with black trim, 
hazard warning and heated rear window. 
HP or ‘part exchange possible. £1,000. 
Tel: Mr Bailey, 

01-500 1734 (eveni 
01-500 5039 (day), 


THIS CAR MUST GO!!! 


1970 Jaguar E-type. 242 automatic, power 

steering, Webasto sun root with deflector, 5 

push-button Radiomobile, heated. rear win. 

Sow, white band sports ‘radials, finished In 

royal blue, with red interior trim, 1 owner, 
‘27/000 miles. Specimen. 


SLOAN MARSHALL 


smg GARAGES 


SPORTSCAR specialists 


jenrbox overmaul 
1985""Sepuar X36) 43 Adis 
"secumented. 

75, 


56-58 Barnes High Sireet. SW13 
Sales : 01-876 9245 
Works : 01-876 9131 
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RED LION AUTOS 


Iso Grifo. Rare RHD model new 1967 
‘with ufusual Reg No. 2 seater Bertone 
body, Corvette engine 5.3 litre coupled 
to close ratio gearbox, electric windows 
and aerials, §-track ‘and radio, HRW. 
Mag wheels not be confused with the 
usual LHD model. Offered at the frac- 
tion of the original cost £2825 


1968 MGC Roadster. Hard and soft top, 
w/w, 0/4, Mineral blue/black trim £885 


1966 Reliant Scimitar GT. Sunroof, w/w, 
o/d. Funny gold with black trim £496 


1956 MGA Roadster. Bermuda top plus 
new soft top, Approximately £300 spent 
since 1970. Space needed £235 


Rare 50s Daimler Roadster. Fitted side 
Screens, finished in ivory with blue trim 


appreciating asset, Offers over ... £1000 


HP part exchange available 


83a Stockport Road, Cheadle, Cheshire. 
Tel: 061-428 6301. 


MGB V8 


Reg Aug, 1973. White. Less than 
1800 miles. Offers over £2250. 
Cheaper part exchange considered. 
er Jackson 
Banbury (0295) 50717 
after 6.30 pm 


1970 PORSCHE 911E 


Metallic blue, beige interior, headrest, 
tinted electric windows, heated rear 
window, rear wiper, Bluespot radio, twin 
spots, twin fog. lights. Low. mileage 
‘Showroom condition. 
£2795 


Tol: Broughton 432 (Northants) 


———— 
MORRIS COOPER 1968 


Fitted 1071S engine. Blue/white root, 
Extras, Quite immaculate 
£495 ono. 


Part exchange or HP. 
Tel 01-500 7233 anytime. 


For further details 
of advertisements on these 
pages 
ring 01-636 3600 
ext 49 
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JOS RANDLES 


Ter () Thumph Stag ON Coupe, Red 0/D E1695 
1908 Jensen interceptor Mi | 2835 
jue. Mags, 0/4. 3,000 


1972 Scimitar TE 
1968 (G re9) 

‘970 (3) ‘Mae 

1970 E-Type FHC. 

4971 (Reg) Mustang 382 GT 


WHARF GARAGES 
STOKE-ON-TRENT 
Tel: 48361-47623 


Tony Cosgrove 


R PRATT LT 
262/270 High Street, Sut 


61 
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Cars OLV 


in the Hampstead garden suburb 


rite TEN LOTUS@) 


ina “Sea 


2 EatS Behn 


Marshall 
Wingfield Ltd 


856 Finchley Road, London NW1. 
Tel: 01-458 4204. 


‘ia vaio, ora 2030 fa ESS orsieya114 


AUSTIN HEALEY 100/4 BNI 


1955 recently extensively renovated from 
the chass's up. New parts include gear 
box overdrive unit, reconditioned engine. 


D and A AUTOS 


(Kingsbury) 
8-40 Slough Lane, Kingsbury. NW9 
(off Church Lane) 


Offered in fabulous condition at the very 
realistic price of £900. 


Tok Mr Duke. Nottingham 69499 


1973 (L. Reg) MORRIS MARINA 1.3 4-door 
saloon de luxe £945 


1971 FORD ESCORT 1100. Daytona 
yellow £736 


1965 JAGUAR 3.4 S, Metallic blue £350 


1968 MORRIS 1100 Mk Il, in red. 4-door 
£410 


1962 (July) $2 BENTLEY. Sand and sable 


TOYOTA CARINA 1600, 1973. 6,000 
miles, many extras, one owner ... £1350 


ON THE BORDERS OF 


SGT pucks AND BERKS 


280 SL. Finished in white 
Z"ownets ears 


073 1080, red with black cloth 
Tiphalstery, Gundy. HAW. redo. electric mara 
808 warranted. miles eam 


VW 13028, J reg. One owner £735 


MINI CLUBMAN, J reg. Mag wheels, 
heated rear window £625 


Interceptor. White 
ra 


Tel: 01-205 4296 
Also a regular supply of Bentley St, S2, 
$3. Available also, Rolls-Royces to order 
all at competitive prices. 


FHC. Finished 


Why not sell 
your sports car 
on this page. 
Tel: AUTOSPORT 
01-636 3600 
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ABBOTS WORKS, FARNHAM 
Tel.: FARNHAM 4441/5888 


“OPEN MSERDAYS Same Tem 
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NEW CAR SALES—392 NEW CROSS ROAD, SE14 — Tel: 01-692 4607 or 01-692 4651 


Hours of business: 10 am-7 pm Mon.-Sat, 
‘SELECTION FROM STOCK 


RELIANT SCIMITAR 
Te 
EARLY DELIVERY MOST 
BROCHURES “SENT ON, 
mequest 


EMONSTRATION CAR 
AVAIUABLE FOR TRIAL AND 


ORDER NOW FOR THE 
NEW YEAR’ 


RS 1600 and MEXICO 


NEW IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 
SERVICE GARAGE BARNSLEY 
The Home of Team Fordsure 
Tel: Barnsley 5741 


PORSCHE 


Accessories and secondhand spares for 
311/912/916 


CAMARO 228 7 litre 1971 


Special Rat motor with all the trick 

goodies. 4-speed. LSD. Flawless 

black, with black interior. Mag 

wheels. Fat tyres. 
£1950 

Tel: Romford 64320 


TRIUMPH TRS PI 


G regd. 50,000 miles, overdrive. 
Wedgwood blue. Radio 
£640 ono. 


Tel: Chobham 8157 


For further information on inserting 


advertisements on these pages 


Ring: 01-636 3600 
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NOTCal Giasstibre spoilers end Carr 


‘Cedarwood (075 38) 2170 
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EX TEAM BROADSPEED as 
GROUP Il ESCORT EVX 256H TAR ane 
uy maid Yad ees PORSCHE CARRERA R.S.R. 


sien ain Ex works 1973. Winner of Daytona 24 hrs a.o. 
Lots of spares, wheels and tyres. 


For information: Nico Chiotakis, Prof. van Gemmelentaan 36 
Utrecht, Netherlands. Tel: office: 030-314984, home 030-710321. 
CONTACT TONY DICKINSON AT 020-583-343 


S.H.ARR RAGING 
WITH ASHTONE 


are pleased to announce their 


plans for the 1974 season. 


* 3-car race-rental team of new Royale RP-16S with 
full works assistance from Royale. 


% Team car for the 2 most promising drivers of 1973—Peter Hale and Steve Bradley 


4 Race-training course at Goodwood every weekend from February using saloons and Formula 
Fords. 


For further details write to: 


3 BRIGHTON PLACE, BRIGHTON, SUSSEX. Tel: (0273) 25348 


1972 BROADSPEED BULLET 


10,000 miles. Perfect condition. Treated by 
Zeibart. Radio plus usual extras. 
£1600, or accept estate car plus cash. 


Tel: Silkstone 8847 after 6 p.m. 
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GEDOL 
INTERNATIONAL LUBRICANTS 


Attention all competition people if you have not already 
arranged your lubneation for 1974. Do it now! Our Le Mans 
Competition oll ‘will stand 700°C, cut your friction and wear 
to practically nothing and should also obtain at least a 5% 
increase in power. 
Enquiries to: C. R: 
len and Promotion, Godel international, 
Baddesley. Hants 
3693 


1970 MARCH 702/712 


Chassis No. 1 Formula 2 car 


Red with gold coachiines. Ex-Malcolm Gu 
driven by Amon_and Poterson/Inglis/D: 

rebuilt series Il FVA, FT200 box, wi 

wheels, etc, complete with spare 
Condition, Make excellent libre, hiliclimb, and sp 
Hire purchase arranged. Any foad or racing car 
exchange. 


Apply Spencer Elton, Highfield, Leigh Road, Westbury, Wilts. 


Tel: Westbury 2262/3 (business): 
Westbury 2682 (home). 


jel_and tyres. Pristine 
£2500. 


in part 
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Regarding advertisements placed 
would the following please 
ring: 01 636 3600 Ext 49 

R. JENVEY 
J, BLADES 
C. F. CRAMER 


1293cc 
COOPER S$ 


folt cage, all lightened ‘panels, very corapetitive (Brands 56 secs.) 
Lots more potential, 
Further particulars phone Mr Johnson, 01-777 9314 (day) or 
‘01-777 6724, 


LISTER JAGUAR 


} JCB class winner 1973. 
Complete with all spares 
and trailer, etc 


Complete specification 


‘on request. 


TROJAN F5000 


Is races only. 
Complete car plus two 
Alan Smith engines, 


(Invoice for spares 
approx £2500.) 
Transporter included. 

“Offers around £11,000. 


Contact: PAUL MICHAELS at 
01-340 0929 


| 


LIGHTWEIGHT MG MIDGET 


CAR SIMILAR TO ABOVE 


MIKE CROSSFIELD. TEL: (BATH) 61521 DAY. 
TROWBRIDGE 5230 (EVE). 


MALLOCK U2 MK 11B HOLBAY 1600 cc 


Slicks, wets, wings etc. 
Never shunted. Plus 
trailer and Zephyr 6 


tow car. £1600 ono, or 
will split. 


TERRY COCKERELL 
21 Upper Park Road, London, NW3 2UN 
Tel: 01-722 9857 
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RACE PREPARED 5 LITRE 
728 CAMARO 


Touring Class Winner 1969 Daytona 3rd overall. 
Driven by John Ward and Jerry Timus. 


£2750 
Possible part exchange. 
Jerry Mahoney. Tel : 01-589 6800. 
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A. G. Dean Ltd. (Anglo-American Racing) 


Bridge Garage, Methley Road, Castleford, Yorkshire 
offer for sale 


CHEVRON B24 FS000 


The only car available with deformable structures for 
the 1974 season complete with new Morand fuel 
injected engine and DG 300 gearbox as used by 
Tony Dean. Second place overall in this year’s 
Rothmans championship 


Formula 1 Brabham BT37 fitted with updated 

to 11th series DFV and new gearbox, 13in wheels 
complete with latest F1 wets and dries. Full F1 
specification, deformable structure, etc. Used competi 
tively during 1971 F1 season. Absolutely in concours 
condition and ready to race. 

Price £8995 


aE", 


= Y ao \ wheels, 1 with wets and 1 with dries. Virtually new 
car, only used 3 times this year. 3rd at Monaco 
this year. Price £2995 


50 new and used F5000 tyres, Firestone and Goodyeer. £8 each bari seals) ce pntipieniicbeel means fon 
£5000 Lucas fuel injection complete with Mackay manifold. £395 Shy Gi'the shove p/ex toed or race’ ear, 
F5000 Mackay complete with Webers. £195 


Tel: Castleford 2828 


Formula 3 Brabham BT40 with new and unused 
Vegantune engine. New Mk VIII gearbox, 2 sets of spare 


TROJAN LIMITED 1972 2 LITRE 
Leste bingo pinnae, CUSTOM TRANSIT TRANSPORTER 


offer the following new cars for sale at very -advantageous 


Ges 71101 FORMULA 5000 Guaranteed 20,000 miles. Fitted electric winch, ramps, 
rolling chassis, With or without DG300. This is the L & M rad.o and tape deck, power brakes. Special body. 
series “ back up” car. Fitted spare engine dept. Alternative rear doors take 

M21 FORMULA 11 F2/Atlantic without removing wing or 2-litre sports 


rolling chassis. With or without To accept BDA or car. 
ling chassis. With ithout FG400. p' PORE 


Vous 
" Offered subject to being unsold 
Contact : Bill Meace, 01-689 0788/9 Tel: Mirfield 494106 


ATLANTIC BDA 1 LANCIA 


Allan Smith alloy block unraced since rebuild. 


1.6 HF Fulvia works rally car. Never rallied, 


Complete and ready to fit. only used for demonstration purposes. 
£1,200 £1650 
Tel: Mirfield 494106 Tel: Sedly 5543 
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Reputed to be the car raced at Le Mans, 1964/3, and timed 
188"mon ‘down Mulsanne. it is probably as fast today—it_ you 
Gare to find out. It will certainly cruise at 150 mph with just over 
hall chrottie, 4 pesca! 
Kecepted for post-historic racing and extremely competitive 
tin, bre second, two thirds in four Cussons races) Also remarkable 
ractical road car, with surprisingly large boot for touring. Rather 
Rairy but not ridiculous with present softish cam. Original hot cam 
available, but not recommended for beginners. ‘The. whole ‘car has 
Been extensively overhauled in the last two years, with brand new 
Chev botiom end and original heads and Webers: Brakes ‘now ex 
Gtllent, road tyres on wires, racing tyres on original mag wheels. 
Mot and licensed 
£3,950 or swap for something interesting. 
"Tel: James Mehew, 
St Albans 66 


Offers for sale complete rolling chassis, No. 

015, with stainless exhaust system, as raced 

at Snetterton. This car is in excellent condition 

and will be very competitive throughout 1974. 
Price £4400 including VAT. 


Also for sale the Iberia team McRae trans- 
porter which will carry 3 cars, with spares 
and has been well maintained throughout the 

year. Price £2000 ono. 


Contact : John Hewitt 
Tel: Canford Cliffs 707116 


If you are a rally specialist or 


have any rally equipment to 


sell why not give us a ring on 


01-636 3600 
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LOW COST RACING LTD. 


MRE. 1973 Formule 3 car complet 
Inboard broke, Mk 8 box, wings, 
The abov 


Above car in F4 spec. £1650. 
CHEVRON B15/17. Rebuilt 1000cc engine Mk 8 gearbox. £1500, 
LOTUS 59A/69, Rolling rebuilt. £850, 
LOTUS 68 in F4 trim. The cor an fully rebuilt, 
including engine and gearbox. Graviner etc, £1350. 


DULON Formula Atlantic ‘rolling chassis, _comy with 
‘extinguisher, wings, bag tanks, etc, £600. vailable. 
BRABHAM BT21 In Formula 4 ‘trim. Graviner £1000. 


Above car rolling chassis only. £650. This car has just been 
fully rebuilt. 

BRABHAM BT18. Rolling chassis with wings. Second this 
fear in the Monoposto Championship. £ 

RABHAM. BT16 rolling chassis. Immac: 
and 12s. £525. 


Many engines, gearboxes and spares in stock 


@ condition. 108 


Phone for further details 


LOW COST RACING LTD. 
WRECCLESHAM ROAD (A325) 
FARNHAM, SURREY 
Tie: Farnham (02513) 6666 9.30 am to 6 pm 


GROUP 1 
3 LITRE 
CAPRI 


Privately owned and meticulously macntained, Broadspeed 
engine. 12th in Tour of Britain. £1275. Ready to race. 


Contact: H. R. Oliver-Bollasis at 
Lianfrynach 243 (South Wales) (home). or 
Brecon 3547 (South Wales) (office) 
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FOR SALE 
1000cc M.A.E. COSWORTH ENGINE 


Complete ready to race. 


New, copper clutch, New big vaive head, 2OCNL 40 Wabers 


has, had 9 
fet 
Championship. Genuine ¥ 


1cod in 22 mestings out of 24 in 1873 
ered our Angie to. 2nd in 1973 
‘BHP"A real screamer 


Snime 
Contact: Richard Long, REINARD RACING. 
Tol: Stevenage 53084 


BRABHAM BT 36 FVC 


Fitted 1930cc Allan Smith FVC FT200 gearbox, 10” 
and 14” fitted Firestone B33 slicks. set of 10” and 
14” wheels fitted YB26 wets. Definite libre winner. 
Will sell rolling chassis and engine separately. Many 
spares. Part exchange road car. £3750. 
2 Brabham 14” wheels. £80 ono. 


Tel: 0224 24170, Bob Leckie 


ALAN TAYLOR'S RACING DRIVERS SCHOOL 


(Liandow circuit, near Cardiff, South Wales) 


RACES THROUGHOUT THE WINTER 
RACE CAR HIRE 
DRIVER TRAINING 
Please contact : Alan Taylor 
Halloughton Grange 
Whitacker, Coleshill 


Near Birmingham 
Tel: Furnace End 401 


RANSPORTER FOR SALE 


FRANK GUNN 


offers for sale 


THREE FABULOUS 
COOPER Ss 


Ex works Group 2 car complete with 1293 cc Arden fuel 
injected engine, £1200 ono. (Broke lap record at Croft last 
year) 

Special saloon Cooper S with 1293 cc Arden fuel injected 
engine. New this year at a cost of £1500 for engine. (This car 
broke tap record st Ingliston in April this year). £1000 ono. 


Also road Mini Cooper S, 23,000 miles. Finished in blue and 
silver, Reg AFN 100K. First registered October 1971, this car 
cost over £2000 when new. engine conversion by Arden, 
‘custom built front with flared wh hes, Sundym windows, 
Minitites wheels, rally seats, HRW and radio, £1100 ono. 


Tel: Frank Gunn at 041-952 3811 (9 am.230 pm) 
or 041-956 3958 


FOR SALE 


Roger Wiiamson's 1972 Championship car. Complete, Holboy 
engine and wets etc. TK Bedford Transporter for same. 
berth. Fully fitted living quarters. First-class condition 
Also Crossié Formula 3, ex-works car, déven by Brian Nelson. 
Ginetta G16A rolling chassis. Beautiful condition, 1st Kirkis- 
town, 2nd Silverstone only to Alistair McCowan's 7-litre 
CanAm car. Spare set wheels. 

rel: Witham (Essex) 2961 after November 16th. 

Contact 

MOEFETTS CAR SALES 

Brougham Street 
Belfast 15 

Tet: Belfast 744869 


MARSHALL WINGFIELD 
OFFERS 


Lap records at nearly every circuit in the country. Outright 

winner of both Production Saloon Car Championships. Lr 

5000 miles from 100 per cent reliability. Spares available. 

HP and part exc possible. For sale owing to change of 
plans. Offer in excess of £1250. 


Also the ex-Brosdspeed/Andy Rouse 1972 championship-win- 
ning Mexico, still in Broadspeed's colours. Host of spares and 
extras. Very competitive car. £1250 


For all enquiries on either car to 


Gerry Marshall, 01-458 4204 


If you are a rally specialist or 
have any rally equipment to 


sell why not give us a ring on 


01-636 3600 
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—x works (Andy Sutcliffe) F3 Elden Mk 12 now 
fully sorted following intensive development pro- 
gramme. Complete with 1973 Holbay engine, Hew- 
land Mk 9 gearbox, suspension parts and body 
spares, also with set of good slicks and wets. 

£2100 


Ex Johnny Gerber Ippokampos, Formula 
Ford, world championship winning 
Elden, Falconer body, complete with 
engine, gearbox and Graviner extin- 
guisher. 5 wins and constant placings 
this season. This car has never been 
bent and is being sold as a competitive 
unit. £1600. 


1965 Jaguar E-type Fixed Head Coupe. British Racing Green. Radio, chrome wire wheels. 
Sunshine roof. At present being extensively overhauled in our workshops ... £650 


1972 (L reg) Volvo 144 De Luxe. Auto. Cypress green. Fitted radio and Radiomobile 8. rack 
stereo. New tyres. Immaculate condition ..... 


1972 Ferrari Dino 246GT. Lime yellow, black interior. Fitted radio and 8-track stereo. Electric 
windows and aerial. Pristine condition. Low mileage. A very desirable car ......... £4700 


Ford Diesel Coach Transporter. Professionally converted. Fitted winch, separate eae] 
accommodation for 4, sink, cooker etc £750 


Elden Mk 10a Formula Ford. Falconer gooey. 
fire extinguishers. Two races only . . 


These cars are being sold due to the imminent arrival io our 1974 cars 


Telephone Farningham 863811 
or 031-449 3821 evenings and weekends 
MITFORD GROUP 


UNIT 55-56, HORTON KIRBY PAPER MILLS 
HORTON KIRBY, KENT 


id engine: Hewland Mk & gearbox Automatic 
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HERE IT IS—THE FABULOUS DAF V8! 


Briet specification: Built from brand new DAF 55 coupe body- 
Shell with March. Formula. It suspension all round, Ventilated 
discs,"4 pot calipers, Hewland gearbox, triple plate clutch, ete 
Ste. Completely detachable fibre. front end, fibre wings’ and 
boos. Weight approximately 14 ewe 

Engine: Very, very special aluminium VB. More powerful and 
lighter thon sn 11’ series FV. It wos buiit with the very best 
parts obtainable at 2 cost of £4,000 and has done 9 races from 
new. i's just nicely run in and will e checked over by Math: 
Wall’ Engineering ‘prior to’ sale, Full details and. broke’ figures 
Bn request 

Wheels and tyres (all 13° dia): 1 set Firestone FI slicks on 
1y"Gnd 16" rime (3. races only). 1 Set Firestone FI inter 
mediates on 10" and 16° sims (unused). 1 set Firestone FI 
wets on'11" and 16° rms (2 races only) 


Brief history. The car wae buik during leat yeer by Ray 
Kilminster aed myself with technical advice from Chee Geatta, 
the total time taken being approximately 2000 hours. General 
mn of 1872 and with 
STS RAC wheel rege. the suspension ‘and 
bodywork were tedesigned to sccommodete Ii” and 16” rims 
During subsequent testing and developmen with Chee Beattie 
tt Silverstone the existing lap record wae consiatently broken 
With the original “litte VB engine. The current engine wae 
Bised\ 6 fone monthe ajo, with a conscrevive, Ter, Roster 
ting of 6600. It la Ideally sulted to the cer giving ‘approx! 
mately. © 60/60 weight dletibution. Brien, Cutting commented 
tt Thruxton thet the DAF wes, the best handling cer he hed 
at. It really is sheer delight to drive and only — Sere, Mine fat testa act Ta WNtch” Ntlowsed ‘ee'th 
Ro ipaison' protlecs wih. tha, ergine has 2b hosting ee 
ing ofvwine, This minor problem was fnally cured during, prectice at the last Thruxton maeting and after Gerry and 
Brian kindly ‘showed me, ihe way. round, the record lap was quite easy. The cor hes been maintained throughout by Ray %o 
et high‘standerd, ond le absolutely ready to race. end. win 
A aN hard cotut’'s cenit: price ona car ‘ike. this, but’ here goes. First, Jot_me say that the DAF is easily copabl 
of taking ot least one second off every current special saloon lap record in the UK. I'll back up ths statement like this, In the very 
Cnikely event of either the new owner oF mse being unsble,{e achieve the necessary lap times et ery circuit, | will repsy £60 
for each unbemton record. Oh yee, the price. | aeekon enything under six grand makes i © bergein. Unfortunately i's got to go, 80 ty 
Storing £5,800 for everything’ Including our fathtul old Bedtord ‘TK wraneporton, Nomex and Bellsar (iit fs) 
Or, better atl, sponsor me next year and I'l win the SUPER SALOON SERIES for you 


TONY HAZLEWOOD piace 4 Hale Greet) 328 Gone) 


Axnoovuamic shoeneniy, Fiat. 


RALLY CARS 


eats mag cA 7 weg ty 
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Sa ee el: me) EXE ORT: V.W. DERRINGTON LTD 
SPARES. ee 
et 
puny : 


second SERVICE TOR ALL 
. WEBER CARBURETTERS 


AUTOFARM 
5 High Stent iver, Bucks c ond, Crmssen 
‘Teddington 2828" or 01-864 4190 (evening) Fe cae Teo ets Si 


AUTOSPORT MARKET 
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‘ACCOMMODATION AYE SERIES AVS FP wane, da 


GEARBOXES 


BALANCING 


tamatch 


Mest the perfect girl with ch computer 


YOUR. pertect 


RACING GEARBOXES LTD. 
MANCHESTER ST., DERBY 


HEWLAND 
GEARBOXES 


REBUILDS—REPAIRS—NEW AND S/H SPARES 


WEBERS 


CHRIS MONTAGUE CARBURETTER CO. 


44 CRICKLEWOOO LANE, LONDON, Wa 204 


21-455 i RACING, 1, GEARBOX CENTRE 
Place. London 
Tal ofsos eet tek-nour Aneatons) 


ENGINES 


ROLLING ROAD 
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FORMULA 5000 SITUATIONS VACANT 
CHEVROLET BITS for RACE ENGINE MECHANICS 


plane: Sure ene Be ee Conte Sn nent year efor dtpendable men with good basic experi: 
ence that can fit in with our existing well balanced team. 
WANTED Apply Be Donn; 
5.7 crank and pistons for Chev. Also MIOB 13 in x 11 im front SWINDON RACING ENGINES LTD, 
wheels. DG 300 box. Crompton Road, Greenbridge Estate, Swindon, Wilts. 
STEPHEN CUFF. Tel: Swindon 21321. 


FROME 3072 or BECKINGHTON 564 


Linea Sport FPT. 


The finest racewear money can 


EHO) IGD: 2am shatterproof visors 
@® Griffin ola! name in top quality crash 


griffin PROTECT YOUR BODY, HEAD AND FACE WITH TOTAL CONFIDENCE 


UK Distributors : Gordon Spice Ltd, 
12b Central Trading Estate, Staines. Middx. Tel: Staines 57867 


Gryphon Cars < ror: 


Clubmans Supersports Class A & Class B Cars 


Also the following services: 
Machining 
ications 
Spares & Parts 
Preparation & Rebuilds 


Now at larger premises. Please call, write or phone: 


Industrial Estate, Somersham Road, 
St. Ives, Hunts. Tel. St. Ives (0480) 64829 


TRANSPORTER FOR SALE 


Stephen Choularton, 1973, B6 petrol engined Transit Tran- 
sporter. Professionally built by Autovita to cary one car 
with work bench, tyre lockers, cupboards, water and petrol 
tanks, sinks and radio, etc 


First know your problem... 


buy. 


CORDS PISTON RING CO. LTD. 
nNWI06RG Telephone: 01-969 7091 


RACING OR RALLYING A BMC or 


FORD CAR? 


Must be nicest single car transporter avaiable in immaculate 
condition at £2,500, 


Tel: Jim Crawford at Chorley 71317. 


MM LOCC CCL 
Sell your spares 
and accessories in 


AUTOSPORT Market Place 


Tel: 01-636 3600 
ETM UO LC 
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HEXAGON OF HIGHGATE LTD. 
2-8 High Street, Highgate, N6 


are having a grand clearance 


of sport parts and accessories for various makes of cars to 
make room for new stock. 

Larger items include: soft and hard tops, wheels, tyres end 
luggage racks. 

As this 

prices we 


is in the form of self service and at giv 
ygret' we cannot take telephone enquiries. 


‘Sale will take place from 9 am 
SATURDAY, 17th NOVEMBER 
for 1 day only. 


AUTOSPORT MARKET PLACE 
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‘STICKERS 


ROLLOVER BARS 


ALEY BARS 


TRAILERS 


‘ton to 3tons 


SPACE FRAMES 


SAFETY GLASS Bee 


WHEELS & TYRES 


SPHERICAL BEARINGS i SE toe 


For all wheol problems contact: 
STEERING WHEELS MOTOR WHEEL SERVICE AND REPAIR CO. 
— 


71 Jeddo Road, Shepherds Bush 
London, W12 
Tel: 01-749 1391/2 


FREW & COMPANY LTD 


Glasgow Road/ 
Riggs Road 
Perth 

Tol: 25121 


PERRYS OF FINCHLEY 


279 Bollards Lane 
Finchley London N12 


Tol: 01-245 6888 


(Coalpit Heath) LTD 
253 Badminton Road 
Coalpit Heath 
near Bristol, Glos 
Tel: Winterbourne 8271 


CRYSTAL 


172 Anlaby Road. 
Hull 


Tel: Hull 25732 
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CHASSIS SUPPLIERS GUIDE 


MERLYN 


COLCHESTER RACING DEVELOPMENTS LTD 


Tel: Great Bentley 307/535 
Cables : Merirace Colchester 


ARCH MOTOR 
& MANUFACTURING CO. LTD. 


REDWONGS WAY TRADING ESTATE 
HUNTINGDON, HUNTS 
Tel.: 0480 4502/51116 


Specialists in the construction of both monocoque end tubular 
raging car chassis in production quantities. 


Complete sheet metal work and welded fabrication service to 
the motor and motor racing industries. Painting and stove 
‘onameliing. Chassis repair service. 


MAKERS OF BEAUTIFUL BODIES 


SPECIALISED MOULDINGS LTD. 


MANUFACTURERS, DESIGNERS AND 
STYLISTS IN GLASS REINFORCED PLASTIC 


GRAND PRIX METALCRAFT LTD. 


%8 in prototype aluminiu 
‘alloy petrol and oil tanks, 
Restoration of vintage cars. Argo’ 
‘and sheet m 


RAPID MONOCOQUE CHASSIS REPAIR SERVICE 
2/3 Thane Works, Thane Villas, London, N7 
Tel: 01-609 0384 


13. Monocoque 


HEWLAND ENGINEERING LTD. 


na fimited | slip _ differentiate 
yoxes for the motor racing 
ing trom @ Formula Ford to 


All Howland gearboxes, 

Manufacturers of ra‘ 

induetry. We, can, supp! 
CS 


yearbox. Contact us &t 
Boyn Valley Industrial Estate, 
‘Valley Road, 


|, Borks, 
‘Tot: Maidenhead 32033 (6 lines) 


THE ABOVE IS ONLY INTENDED AS A GUIDE AND IS NOT A FULL LIST 


Classified Advertisement Form 


Classification heading 


Cheque/PO value 


trae of ene, 00 


enclosed. 


—— = 


For office use only 
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Cibié lamps put an even band of light exactly where it should be for real night safety. Cibié takes a 
Quartz Halogen bulb that gives you power and to spare and combines it with a reflector and 
glass of uniquely efficient design, That's what guarantees the evenness of Cibié lighting. Cibié 
faces every lamp with lead-crystal glass for brilliant clarity, just to make sure that your lighting 
will never let you down, especially in those dangerous moments of night driving. 


Cibié are specialists. They make only one product—a range of motor lighting that has set new 
safety standards, They cost the little more that you would expect to pay for better technical 


design and top performance. They give you an easier, safer drive—and go on giving! Small 
wonder manufacturers and the rally and racing champions rely on Cibie. 


HERTFORDSHIRE 
Official Cibie Distributors for Hertfordshire 


LARGE STOCKS HELD OF LAMPS & PARTS 


FITTING AND BEAM SETTING SERVICE 
AVAILABLE. 


KERR-BRIDGLAND LTD 


52 Westfield Road, 
Harpenden, 
Hertfordshire. 
ALS 4HW 


Tel: Harpenden (05827) 62575 


TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME 


DORSET 


DORCHESTER MOTOR COMPANY LTD. 


NORTH SQUARE, 
DORCHESTER, DORSET 


Tel: DORCHESTER 4848 


For CIBIE 
ROVER and TRIUMPH Distributors 
JAGUAR Retail Dealers 


We are now a member of the 


HENLEY CAR GROUP 


CIBIE IN KENT 


PIT STOP ACCESSORIES 
9 CARLTON PARADE, 
ORPINGTON, KENT 

Tel: 66-24035 


Do-It-Yourself Accessories. 


CIBIE DISTRIBUTORS IN SCOTLAND 


SPORTSTUNE (Accessories) 


10 BRANDON TERRACE 
EDINBURGH 


Tel: 031 556 3507 


We are also Scottish Distributors for: 


ALEYBARS, KONI, SPEREX, FIAMM 
SPEEDWELL, BROWN & GEESON, 
CORBEAU & RESTALL 


TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME 


STOCKISTS OF CIBIE 


WHEELS 


1 MANSFIELD ROAD 
NOTTINGHAM 
Tel: NOTTINGHAM 45353 


We also stock 
CORBEAU — ASTRALIA 
ALLOY WHEELS — ROLL CAGES 


PIT STOP ACCESSORIES 
149 CROYDON ROAD, 
BECKENHAM, KENT 

Tel: 01-650-1941 


Large range of Cibie lights and spares carried in stock. 
Please contact us with your Lighting problems, we carry a vast range of Competition and 


All the Leading Brands. 


...when you know 
what you’re doing 


